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SOUTH DAKOTA

Will C. Bromwell to be postmaster at Wessington Springs,
S. Dak., in place of W. C. Bromwell. Incumbent’s commission
expired January 23, 1924,

Lewis W. Ford to be postmaster at Wakonda, S. Dak., in
place of L. W. Ford. Incumbent’s commission expired April
14, 1924

C. Albert Zeitner to be postmaster at Mission, S. Dak., in
place of C. A, Zeitner. Office became third class April 1, 1924,

TEXAS

Oliver P. Maricle to be postmaster at Wichita Falls, Tex., in
place of Ed Howard. Incumbent’s commission expired Feb-
ruary 24, 1924.

William M. Willig to be postmaster at Timpson, Tex., in place
of Lula Ezell. Incumbent's commission expired January 31,
1924,

Lillie M. Ragsdale to be postmaster at Richardson, Tex., in
place of L, A. Pyeatt. Incumbent’s commission expired April
9, 1924,

Dunn R. Emerson to be postmaster at Marlin, Tex., in place
of C. H. Hamilton, Incumbent’s commission expired April 5,
1924,

Alols J. Skarda to be postmaster at Bloomington, Tex., in
place of G. H. Kindred. Incumbent’s commission expired April
9, 1924,

Jesse P. Smith to be postmaster at Smiley, Tex., in place of
J. W. Pouncey. Office became third class January 1, 1924,

Edgar W. Hargett to be postmaster at Richards, Tex., in
place of J. L. Montgomery. Office become third class April 1,
1923.

Clara C. White to be postmaster at Megargel, Tex., in place
of C. C. White. Office became third class January 1, 1924,

George F. Bates to be postmaster at Lyons, Tex., in place
of G. . Bates. Office became third class April 1, 1924,

James D. Heaton to be postmaster at Barry, Tex., in place
of J. D. Heaton. Office became third class April 1, 1924,

WEST VIRGINIA
Crawford E. White to be postmaster at Triadelphia, W. Va.,
in place of 8. J. Armstrong. Office became third class January
1, 1924,
WYOMING
Epsie L. Winn to be postmaster at Superior, Wyo., in place of
James Syme, declined.

CONFIRMATIONS

Ezecutive nominations confirmed by the Senate May 12, 192}

REGISTER oF THE LAxD OFFICE

. Egu; E. Bellamy to be register of the land office at Rapid City,
. Dak,

PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY

Patrick Henry Hudgins to be captain, Veterinary Corps.

Harry Donnell Ayres to be captain, Infantry.

Daniel Philip Buckland to be first lieutenant, Cavalry.

Philip Mecllvaine Whitney to be first lieutenant, Infantry.

John Morris Works to be first lieutenant, Field Artillery.

Read Wipprecht to be captain, Ordnance Department.

Duncan Hodges to be first lientenant, Signal Corps.

Ernest Byron Thompson to be second lieutenant, Coast Artil-
lery Corps.

Felix Nicholson Parsons to be second lieutenant, Coast Artil-
lery Corps.

Lutz Wahl to be assistant to The Adjutant General, with rank
of brigadier general, Adjntant General's Department.

Harry Taylor to be Chief of Engineers, with rank of major
general, Corps of Engineers.

Edgar Jadwin to be assistant to Chief of Engineers, with
rank of brigadier general, Corps of Engineers.

Irving Moriarty to be major on retired list of the Regular
Army.

Henry Benton Sayler to be major, Ordnance Department.

William Ward Wise to be captain, Chemical Warfare Service.

Christian Hildebrand to be first lieutenant, Infantry.

Joseph Holleman Warren fo be first lieutenant, Infantry.

Edgar Mortimer Gregory to be first lieutenant, Coast Artil-
lery Corps.

John David Frederick to be first lieutenant, Infantry.

Richard Ray Coursey to be first lieutenant, Infantry.

Horace Joseph Caterer to be first lientenant, Medical Ad-
ministrative Corps.

Louis Augustus Carter to be chaplain, with rank of major.

James Alexander Smart to be first lieutenant, Medical Corps.

William Wayne Murphey to be first lieutenant, Ordnance
Department,

POSTAASTERS
ARIZONA
James A. Jones, Phoenix,
CONNECTICUT
Frank J. Serena, Saugatuck.
\ IDAHO
Edith M. Smylie, Genesee.
John P. Eimers, Grangeville.

INDIANA
Alexis G. Coffman, Roachdale.
John N. Hunter, South Bend.
: KENTUCKY

Ed J. Salm, Hawesvyille.
Clyde S. England, Russell.
LOUISIANA
Annie B. Netterville, Newellton.
Daniel Crowe, Vivian.
MONTANA
Margaret MeGlumphy, Sumatra.
NEW JERSEY
Harriet C. Rosenkrans, Branchville,
Anne W. Campbell, Tabor.
WISCONSIN
Charles L. Calkins, Rhinelander.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Moxpay, May 12, 192}

The House met at 12 o’clock noon.
The Chaplain, Rev. James Shera Montgomery, D. D., offered
the following prayer:

Our Lord and our God, again within the shadow of Thy
presence all alarms have been stilled. We therefore with
quiet confidence come before Thee with thanksgiving. Settle
and fix our plans and purposes with Thy wisdom. Within the
peaceful folds of Thy Spirit, give counsel. Grant that all our
achievements may bear the mark of a high and splendid
Christian faith. In every situation may we know that Thy
arm is sufficient and our defense is sure. In the name of
Jesus we pray. Amen.

The Journal of the proceedings of Saturday, May 10, 1924,
and Sunday, May 11, 1924, was read and approved.

CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL EXERCISES

Mr. COLLIER. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
address the House for two minutes.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mississippi asks
unanimous consent fo address the House for two minutes. Is
there objection?

There was no objection.

Mr. COLLIER. Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the House,
on the 25th of May, at Arlington Cemetery, in the Confederate
section, will be held Confederate memorial day services. The
gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Wirsox] will deliver the
address, I am requested by the commander of the Confederate
Veterans' Camp, No. 171, to deliver an invitation to Congress to
be present on that oecasion. I will read the invitation:

HeApquartEns Camp No, 171, U. C. V,,
CoNFEDERATE MBMORIAL HoME,
1322 VYErMONT AVENUE NW.,
= Washington, D. O., May 9, 192§,
To the United States House of Representatives:

Camp 171 United Confederate Veterans of Washington respect-
fully invites the Members of the House of Representatives to attend
the Confederate Memorial Day services at Confederate section, Ar-
lington National Cemetery, at 3 p. m., Bunday, May 25, 1024,

Very respectfully,
Frep BeALL,
Commander Camp 171, U. 0. V.

It gives me great pleasure to extend this invitation on be-
half of Camp 171, United Confederate Veterans.
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE
A message from the Senate by Mr. Welch, one of its clerks,
announced that the Senate had passed with amendments the
bill (H. R. 6715) to reduce and equalize taxation, to provide
revenue, and for other purposes, in which the concurrence of
the House of Representatives was requested.
The message also announced that the Senate had passed
bill and joint resolution of the Senate of the following titles,

AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT -
INFORMATION . -
GPO
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in which the concurrence of the House of Representatives was
requested.

S, 2676. An act authorizing the Secretary of War to lease
or In his discretion to convey by quitclaim deed a certain tract
of land in the military reservation of Santa Rosa Island,
Fla. ; and

9. J. Res. 89. Joint resolution authorizing and permitting
the State of Arkansas to construct, maintain, and use per-
manent buildings, rifie ranges, and utilities at Camp Pike,
Ark, as are necessary for the use and benefit of the Na-
tional Guard of the State of Arkansas.

SENATE BILLS REFEERED

Under clause 2, Rule XXIV, Senate bills of the following
titles were taken from the Speaker’s table and referred to their
appropriate committees as indicated below:

S, 2676, An act authorizing the Secretary of War to lease or
in his discretion to convey by quitclaim deed a certain tract of
land in the military reservation of Santa Rosa Island, Fla. ;
to the Committee on Military Affairs.

§.112. An act providing for a comprehensive development of
the park and playgrounds system of the National Capital ; to
the Committee on the District of Columbia.

THE PHILIPFINE ISLANDS

Mr. FAIRFIELD. Mr. Speaker, T ask unanimous consent
that the minority members of the Committee on Insular Affairs
be given five days to file minority yiews on the bill H. R. 8856,
to enable the people of the Philippine Islands to adopt 2 con-
stitution and form a government for the Philippine Islands
and to provide for the future pelitical status of the same.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana asks unani-
mous consent that he may have five days to file minority views
on House bill 8856, Is there objection?

Mr. DYER. Reserving the right to object, T would like to
¥now what the expectations of the gentlemen are as to having
the bill referred to taken up in the House for consideration, or
whether it is to be permitted to sleep continuously until the
Congress expires?

Mr. FAIRFIELD. The chairman of the committee begs
leave to inform the gentleman that he will use every effort
possible to bring the bill before the House at this session.

Mr. DYER. Has the eommittee authorized the gentleman to
ask for a rule?

Mr. FAIRFIELD. The committee has autherized me to use
every parliamentary means to secure action on the bill.

Mr. DYER. That does not include authority to ask for a
rule, I suggest to the gentleman that he ask authority of the
committee to get a rule from the Committee on Rules.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the
gentleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

THE (GEEAT NORTHWEST

Mr. WATKINS, Mr. Speaker, I ask leave to address the
House for one minute.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection?

There was no objection. .

Mr. WATKINS. Mr. Speaker, I want to announce to the
Members of the House that to-night, at 8 o'clock, in the caucus
room, third floor of the House Office Building, one of the
best orators of the country will speak. There is no admission
fee and there will be no collection. Frank Branch Riley, of
Portland, Oreg., will speak on “The Lure of the Great North-
west.” I urge every Member of the House to be present, It
will be time profitably spent.

EXTENSION OF STREETS NEAR WALTER REED GENERAL HOSPITAL

The SPEAKER. This is Distriet of Columbia day.

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House re-
solve itself into Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union for the consideration of the bill (8. 114) to vacate
certain streets and alleys within the area known as the
Walter Reed General Hospital, District of Columbia, and to
authorize the extension and widening of certain streefs.

Mr. STALKER. Mr. Speaker, I make the point that no
quorum is present.

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from New York makes the
point of order that mo quorum is present. Hvidently there
is no quorum present.

Mr. LONGWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I move a call of the
House.

The motion was agreed to; the Doorkeeper closed the doors,
%lnd the Sergeant at Arms was authorized to bring in absent

embers.

The Clerk called the roll, and the following Members
failed to answer to their names: &

Anderson Doughton Little Sanders, N
Bacharach Do?féh Lowre Scha.tg' Gey
Black, N. Y. Drane MeDutlie Bears, Fla,
Bloom MeFadden Bears, Nebr,
Boies Fish Mc.biu.lg Seger
Boylan Funk MacLafferty Sherwood
Britten Gallivan Magee, Pa, Sinnott
Browne, N. J,  Garber Mead Bites
Browne, Wis, Geran Michaelson Snyder
Burdick Gilbert Miller, IIL Stengle
Butler Graham, Pa, Mills Strong, Pa.
Cable Greene, Mass, Montague Sullivan
Campbell Griffin Moore, Va. Sweet
Canfield Hammer Moores, Ind. Swing
Carew Haugen Morin Bwoope
Casey Howard, Okla., Morris Taber

1ier Huddleston fudd Tague
Clark, Fla Hull, Morton D. Newton, Minn. Taylor, Cole,
Cleary Hull, Willlam E, O0'Connell, N, ¥. Upshaw
Collins Humphreys aﬁe Vare
Qonnclly, Pa. Jeffers Park, Ga. Ward, N. C.
Corning Kahn Peavey Ward, N, Y.
Crowther Kelly Perkins Wason
Cullen Kendall Perlman Watson
Curry Kiess Quayle Welsh
Darrow LaGuardia Ransley Williams, Tex,
Davey Langley Reed, W. Va, Wilson, La.
T e LT

A osenbloom nter

Diclst Lkngsa.y Rouse Yates

The SPEAKER. Three hundred and twelve Members hava
answered to their names, A quorum is present.

Mr. LONGWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I move fo dispense with
further proceedings under the call.

The motion was agreed to.

The SPEAKER. The Doorkeeper will open fhe doors.

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House re-
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union for the consideration of the bill 8. 114,
and, pending that, I ask unanimous consent that general
debate be limited to two hours, to be confined to the purposes
of the bill, that one half of the time be controlled by the
gentleman from Texas [Mr. Brawrox] and the other half
by myself.

Mr. CRAMTON. The Speaker, reserving the right to ob-
ject, we hear a good deal in the newspapers about the need
of more legislation for the District and the demands the
District Committee are going to make for an extra day, and
all that sort of thing. Why ig it necessary to have two hours
of general debate on every meore or less unimportant bill that
comes up from that cemmittee? 'The bill before us does not
require fwo hours of debate.

Mr. ZIHLMAN. I will say to the gentleman, the acting
chairman of the commitftee felt he was forced to ask for
that length of time for general debate. Personally I prefer
to confine it to 30 minutes, but there are certain Members
of the House who are opposed to the bill——

Mr. WINGO. Mr. Speaker, a parliamentary inquiry.

The BSPEAKER. The gentleman will state it

Mr. WINGO. When the House adjourned on Saturday it
;111139 dividing on the hospital bill. 'What is the status of that

The SPEAKER. That was on the rule.

Mr. WINGO. The House was in the midst of a division on
that. What is its status; does it come up this morning?

The SPEAKER. Tt comes up when the chairman of the
Rules Committee calls it up again.

Mr. WINGO. In other words, we await the action of the
Chairman of the Bules Committee?

Mr. CRAMTON. If the gentleman from Maryland will

yield further, T do not feel it is the business of other Mem-

bers of the House to protect the committee against itself.
It seems to me that the Committee on the District, if it
wants to get a number of bills through, ought to be able
to content itself with a less extended general debate. How-
ever, T will withdraw my objection.

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr, ZIHLMAN, I will

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. T would like to ask if the bill
which the gentleman proposes to call up is the one proposing
to open up Fourteenth Street and through Walter Reed Hos-
pltal?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. It is the bill closing four or five streets.

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. But opening up Fourteenth Street
through the Walter Reed Hospital. Is that the bill?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Yes.

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. It ought fo take about one minute
to discuss that.
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Mr. GREEN of Iowa, Mr. Speaker, reserving the right to
object, I want to ask if this bill has not been debated at some
length at a prior time? I am suore I heard some vigorous
speeches in relation to it

Mr, ZTHLMAN. There have been only about 15 minutes’ de-
bate, during the last session of the Congress, I will say to the
gentleman.

. Il\l.Ir. GREEN of Iowa. I think 15 minutes is enough for the

Mr. BLANTON. Mr. Speaker, reserving the right to ob-
ject, and I shall not object, I want to state to the gentleman
from' Michigan that there is quite a strong contest over this
bill, and I have been requested for 55 minutes of the time
against the bill. With the understanding the gentleman from
garyland and myself had in regard to the time I shall not

ject.

The SPHAKER. Is there ohjection?

Mr. LINTHICUM. Mr. Speaker, reserving the right to ob-

jeet, I would like to ask the gentleman whether I can get 10

minutes of that time?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Yes.

Mr. JOHNSON of Washington. Mr. Speaker, reserving the
right 'to object, and I shall not, of course, I should like to
announce to the House that I shall offer some time this after-
noon the conference report on the immigration bill carrying out
the instructions of the House and shall eall the bill up on
Thursday immediately after the disposition of the business
on the Speaker's desk.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the
gentleman  from Maryland that general debate on this bill
be limited to two hours, half to be controlled by the gentle-
man from Texas and half by himself? [After a pause.] The
Chair hers none, and it is so ordered.

The question is on the motion of the gentleman that the
House resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole House
on the state of the Union for the consideration of the bill

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly the House resolved itself into the Committee
of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the considera-
tilcm of the bill 8, 114, with Mr. Saxpess of Indiana in the
chair,

The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Commitiee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the consideration of the
bill 8. 114, which the Clerk will report.

The Clerk read as follows:

An act (8. 114) to vacate certain streets and alleys within the
area known a5 the Walter Reed General Hospital, Distriet of Columbia ;
and to authorize the extension and widening of Fonrteenth Street
from Montagne Street to its soutbern terminus south of Dahlia Street,
Nicholson Street from Thirteenth Street to Bixteenth Rfreet, Colorado
Averme from Montague Street to Thirteenth Btreet, Concord Avenue
from Sixteenth Street to Its western terminuos west of Righth Street
west, Thirteenth Btreet from Nicholson Street to Piney Branch Road,
and Piney Branch Road from Thirfeenth Street to Butternut Street,
and for other purposes.

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent
that the first reading of the bill be dispensed with.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection? [After a pause.]
The Chair hears none,

Mr., ZIHLMAN. Mr, Chairman, the bill which is pending
before the committee has received the unanimous approval of
the District of Columbia Committee of the Senate; it has been
unanimously passed by the Senate; it has the approval of the
War Department and the Secretary of the War Department;
it has been unanimously approved by members of the Federal
Highway Commission——

Mr. FROTOINGHAM. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Not just now; in a moment.

Mr. FROTHINGHAM. The gentleman does not want to
make a misstatement,

Mr. ZTHLMAN. The genfleman will certainly allow me to
make a brief statement, and I will be glad to yield. It has
been unanimously approved by the District Commissioners and
by the members of the Federal Highway Commission. It has
been unanimously approved by the civie and trade organiza-
tions of the Distriet of Columbia. It has practically the
unanimous approval of the citizens of the northwest section of
the city of Washington and of the adjacent Maryland territory.
It provides for the closing of five streets through Walter Reed
Hospital Reservation, including Thirteenth and Fifteenth
Streets, as carried on the plan of the permanent Highway
Commission of the District of Columbia.

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. Will the gentleman yleld there?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. In a moment I will be glad to yield.

It is not proposed in the plan submitted by the Surgeon
General's office to extend Fourteenth Street, which has been
referred to by the gentleman from Texas, through Walter Reed
Hospital. It is proposed to extend it through what is known
as the medical center, between the museum and the out
center and the faculty officers’ quarters, according to the plan
submitted by the Surgeon General’s office. It is not proposed
by the Surgeon General's office in the plan they have submitted
to put any part of the hospital proper on that portion of the
ground between Fourteenth and Sixteenth Streets, but it is
proposed that on the Sixteenth Street end of the reservation
there shall be & museum, a library, a faculty officers’ quarters,
and other buildings of the hospital proper will be placed be-
tween Fourteenth Street and Georgia Avenune. As a matter of
fact, they are in closer proximity to the existing car line on
Georgin Avenue than they are to Fourteenth Street.

I want to quote here from the statement of Col. Charles W.
Kutz, of the United States Army, formerly engineer commis-
sioner of the District of Columbia. Ile says:

If the plan in mind—that is, the putting of Fourteenth Btreet
through Walter Reed Hospital at a lowered grade, so that the main
walks and drives of the hospital can be carried overhead on bridges—
if that were mot in mind, If it were a question of putting through
Fourtéenth Street at grade, I believe the commissioners would indorse
whole-heartedly the view expressed here this morning that it would
be a great mistake; that it wonld be a serious mistake to reproduce
within those grounds the conditions which exist to-day on Georgia
Avenue,

But in suggesting a depressed grade we believe that we sre safe
guarding the patients against accident; that we are not interfering
with the development of these grounds as a park; and that, In addi-
tion to serying a large territery to the north of Walter Reed Hospital,
we will also provide very convenlent means of transportation for the
hospital people themselves.

Then, too, if the extension of Fourteenth Street meant the extension
of a sireet through the hospital proper, it, too, might be criticized as
being so objectionable as being unworthy of consideration.

But, as we undertsand the purpose in mind, it is intended to create
on this reservaticn a medical eenter; not only a hospital but a medical
school, a uurses’ training Institution, a museum, and a library, in addi-
tion to officers’ guarters.

As we understand the tentative plans, all these auxillary activities
are proposed to be placed within the area between Fourteenth and
Sixternth Streets, and that all the hospital buildings—the hospital
itself—will lie between Fourteenth Street extended and Georgia Ave-
nue, So that what 1s proposed Is not a street throngh a hospital but
a street through a medical center, avoiding the hospital, but furnish-
ing easy means of communication to both groups of activity.

We believe that the horpital people themselves as recently as 1917
contemplated the eventual opening of Fourteenth Street. If you will
¢xamine the plan you will find that, even as to the temporary buildings,
not one of them is built within the lines of Fourteenth Street, but
they are carefully arranged on both sides of the street; evidently indi-
cating the contemplation of a bhighway, though net necessarily a public
highway.

Mr. JONES. AMr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield?
Mr. ZIHLMAN. In a moment., I read further:

We are greatly interested in the hospital. 'We do not want to do
anything that will mar its development or interfers with its use
as a bospital; but we do believe that the people to the north will
eventually require greater transportation facilities than will be
available on Georgia Avenue and Fourteenth Street alone,

Now I want to say, for the information of the House, that
the Walter Reed Hospital plans of development ean not bhe
earried out under the existing conditions, because Thirteenth
Street and Fifteenth Street and the streets running from east
to west on the reservation must be closed by get of Congress
before this reservation can be developed. I want to make it
clear, further, that already more than one-half of Fourteenth
Street through this reservation is' dedieated and opened by
act of Congress, but before this reservation can be developed
fally all these streets which are marked in blue on this map
[indicating] from Fourteenth Street up to Alaska Avenune
must be closed by act of Congress. The District has already
expended a considerable amount of money in improving these
smh‘whlch will be closed entirely under the provisions of
this

Mr. KINDRED. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield
for a moment?

Mr, ZIHLMAN. In a moment. -

Mr. FROTHINGHAM. I understand that the gentleman
stated that the War Department favored this?

Mr, ZIHLMAN, Yes.
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Mz, FROTHINGHAM, I understand that General Ireland
opposed it two years ago.

Mr. ZIHLMAN, The gentleman is a member of the Com-
mittee on Military Affairs, and he certainly does not mean to
say that one officer of the Army can make a policy for the
whole department or would oppose a policy adopted by the
War Department.

Mr, FROTHINGHAM. The evidence given as to what effect
that will have is the best evidence we can get.

Mr, ZIHLMAN. Has the gentleman any information as to
the attitude of General Ireland now, in view of the sweeping
indorsement of this bill by the head of the Army?

I said formerly at one time that certain officers of the Army
were opposed to this bill, and I was asked by the War Depart-
ment who it was that gave me that information. If officers
of the Army are opposed to this bill, they certainly have not
indicated it to this committee having this legislation in
charge.

Mr. FROTHINGHAM. Does not the gentleman think that
the evidence of the officers of the Medical Corps, when the
question relates to a hospital, Is much better evidence than
that even of the Secretary of War or that of anyone who can
not pass upon the medical effect of the proposal?

Mr, ZIHLMAN, I have just stated that no medical oflicer
has opposed the provisions of this bill.

Mr. FROTHINGHAM. The head of it has.

Mr, ZIHLMAN. There is a question as to that,

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentleman yleld?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Yes.

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetis. I notice that the gentle-
man's bill provides that the grade of the streets on the hos-
pital grounds shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary
of War. I understand the gentleman contemplates that this
bill, when enacted, will result in a depressed road along the
line of Fourteenth Street through the hospital grounds. Am I
correct in that?

AMr. ZIHLMAN. Through the mediecal center.

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Would the gentleman object
to ehanging the language of his bill =0 as to have it stipu-
lated in the law that the grade must be depressed? Other-
wise the Secretary of War would have the power to let the
street run through on the same general level as the hospital

unds.

Mr, ZIHLMAN. If that would remove the opposition of
certain Members of the House to this legislation, I would have
no objection to it, but if it does not remove their objection I
would not consent to that, although it is the purpose of the
War Department and the plan of the District Commissioners.

Mr. BOGERS of Massachusetts, If it would be the fair
and proper thing to do, why not amend the bill by stipulating
what you think ought to be done without its being expressly
provided?

Mr, ZIHLMAN, I will come to that.

Mr. KINDRED. Does not the proposed change of the street
as suggested by this measure conform to the general plan
of development of the Walter Reed Hospital along the line of
making it fireproof and anticipating the expenditure of a great
deal of additional money there, in order fo make the present
inadequate frame bulldings safe for patients?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. I will answer the gentleman by presenting
him with a map prepared by the Surgeon General's office, upon
which it is provided for the extension of this street through this
section of the hospital reservation.

Mr, KINDRED. And plans are already under way and
perhaps will be made soon, if not already made, to develop this
along the line of a fireproof hospital?

Mr. ZIHLMAN., Yes.

Mr., REECH. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield?

Mr, ZIHLMAN. I yield to the gentleman from Tennessee.

Mr., REECH. Tt is eontemplated in this development of the
extension of the streets, that the hospital is going to be moved
into that section?

Mr, ZIHLMAN. No. The hospital proper, according to the
plans of the War Department, is to be built between Fourteenth
Street and Georgia Avenue. This bill provides for the closing
of those streets through the reservation and for the extension
of Fourteenth Street through what is known as the medical
center, subject to the approval of the Secretary of War.

Mr. REECE. It struck me as though this would be te the
great detriment of the hospital

Mr. ZIHLMAN. I will state to the gentleman that the See-
retary of War, who is the chairman of the Federal Highway
Commission, held public hearings on this question before ap-

proving this bill, and that this plan of closing these streets and
extending this one street through the reservation has the
approval of the Secretary of War, the War Department, and
the Federal Highway Commission, composed of the Secretary
of War, the Secretary of the Interior, and the Chief of Engl-
neers of the United States Army.

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. Will the gentleman yleld?

Mr. ZIHLMAN, T yield to the gentleman from Texas.

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. The streets referred to that are
to be closed through this hospital reservation are already, as
a matter of fact, closed.

Mr. ZIHLMAN, They are physically closed; yes. But it
requires an act of Congress to close the streets for all time.

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. The real purpose of closing these
streets by this bill is to open up Fourteenth Street through
the reservation, and that is considered more important than
the closing of the streets which are physically closed now. Is
not that troe?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. No. I will say to the gentleman that it is
impossible for the War Department to mature its plans and
begin construction until Congress by legislation closes these
streets.

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. I agree with the gentleman as to
the closing of these other streets, but I am against the propo-
sition of opening up this one street. The War Department has
never asked for the closing of these other streets before the
Military Affairs Committee, if I remember correctly.

Mr. ZIHLMAN, Yes; they have.

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. Nobody objects to the closing of
these other streets, but some do object fo the opening of Four-
teenth Streef.

As I understand it, the purpose of opening Fourteenth Street
through the reservation is to permit the development of all
that country north of there and the extension of additions
which are being opened north of the Walter Reed Hospital.
Now, 1 want to ask the gentleman this guestion: Can not the
traction company approach the Walter Reed Hospital down
Fourteenth Street to the south boundary line of the reserva-
tion, go west and cross under Sixteenth Street at the
large canyon or gully there, go up the west side of Sixteenth
Street until they strike Alaska Avenue, and go out Alaska
Avenue and give the people all the service they will get by
zoing through the Walter Reed Hospital Reservation?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. I will say fo the gentleman that the plan
of opening Fourteenth Street through the reservation is the
plan of the Army engineers, and that plan has been submitted
to all concerned and has their approval.

Mr, GARRETT of Texas. It has been considered by all con-
cerned ; but it would cost $60,000 more to follow the other
route. That is the only difference, is it not?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. No: there Is more difference in it than that.

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. What is the difference in serving
those people? .

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Oh, there is a material difference in serv-
ing these people.

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr, ZIHLMAN, Yes.

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Did the District Commit-
tee insist that this bill be given consideration to-day and why
is it brought up ahead of other legislation that is pending be-
fore that committee?

Mr., ZIHLMAN. I will say to the gentleman that this bill
has been on the calendar for seme months and was on the
program submitted to the majority leader as being one of the
bills which we desired to bring before the House. This bill
has given way to the rent bill and other legislation since it has
been on the order of business. The members of the District
Committee are unable to understand the opposition to this bill,
which hag been carefully considered by competent authorities
of the District and which has the approval of the Secretary of
War and every legally constituted authority to deal with this®
subject. It has the unanimous approval of the District Com-
mittee of the Senate and the unanimous approval of the District
Committee of the House. It was unanimously passed by the
Senate, and we certainly urge the enactment of this bill into
Iaw,

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. If the gentleman will yield
I can explain my opposition. It is simply because I do not
think it is for the best interests of the veterans in that hospital.

My, ZIHLMAN. In answer to that I will say to the gentle-
man that competent Army officers—who certainly must have
at heart the welfare of the veterans and the sick—have gone
on record publicly as advocating this as the best method of
solying this problem and of keeping an additional avenue of
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entrance into the District open for the rapidly growing sections
in porthwest Washington and the adjacent territory in Mary-
land.

Mr. McKENZIE. Will the gentleman yleld?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Yes.

Mr. McKENZIE. I could not hear the question asked by the
gentleman from South Dakota [Mr. Jomxsox], but I assume
iv is along the same line of the one I have in mind. I want fo
ask the gentleman from Maryland whether or not in the con-
sideration of this bill there were any representatives of the
American Legion, the Veterans’ Bureau, or the Disabled Vet-
erans of the United States, who took part in the World War,
v;‘llo appeared before the committee and asked that this bill go
through.

AMr, ZIHLMAN. I will say to the gentleman, no, and there
was not a single resident of the District or a single veteran or
member of the American Legion who has ever voiced apposition
to this measure. The only opposition is the opposition voiced
by the members of the Military Affairs Committee and other
Members of the House. I have not heard a single objection
raised by any veteran or any resident of the District.

Mr. McKENZIE. Was there any notice given?

Mr, ZIHLMAN. The matter was carried in the papers and
everybody was familiar with it.

Mr. JONES. Will the gentleman yield?

AMr. ZIHLMAN, Yes.

Mr. JONES. If the District docket iz as erowded as the
gentleman has been stating it is, could not the committee find
something more important than the opening of a street to take
up the time of the House on probably the last Distriet day of
the session?

Mr, ZIHLMAN. I will say to the gentleman that this bill
Goes not only open one street but it closes six streets, which
must be closed before the Government can go ahead with its
program of construction. This matter is of vital importance
not only to the District but to the Federal Government, and it
has been on the calendar for months,

er. JONES. To run a street through Walter Reed Hos-
pital?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. This bill not only closes five streets through
the Walter Reed Reservation, but it provides for the opening
up of many streets in that vicinity, in the northwest seetion
of the city. It is a matter of tremendous interest to the city
of Washington.

Mr. JONES. Is there a provision in this bill which will
keep them from ever building a street-car track through these
grounds? !

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Noj; the bill states that the plan is to be
snbject to the approval of the Secretary of War.

Mr. JONES. But there is mothing to keep them from build-
ing street-car tracks through there if they want to?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. No, sir. There has been a tremendeous de-
velopment in the northwest section of the city, and owing to
the extension of other streets being blocked by Rock Creek
Park, the Boldiers’ Home, Rock Creek Cemetery, and the Co-
lumbia Institution for the Deaf, the only extension into that
growing section of Maryland at present is Georgia Avenue with
its single car line, and this extenslon means still further de-
velopment of the northwest section north of the hospital reser-
vation, and the solving of the housing problem in the District
will be materially hastened.

Since the adoption of the permanent highway plan for the
District of Columbia, if has been carried out with only minor
changes, and with the exception of Thirteenth Street and
Fifteenth Street, which are closed through the reservation,
under the provisions of this bill

In a few years Georgia Avenue will certainly berome the
most crowded street leading into Washington, and the closing
of Fourteenth Street would materiplly handicap the entire
northwest section of Washington, as it is essentially needed to
help accommodate the traffic of the future

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance of my time.

Alr. BLANTON. Mr, Chairman, I yield five minutes to the
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. DATLINGER].

Mr. DALLINGER. Mr, Chairman, to my mind this bill pre-
sents a most extraordinary proposition. I do not soppose that
in any other city in the Unifed States any such proposition as
this would be serlously considered. Certainly no such propo-
sition has ever been considered before even in the District of
Columbia. You are all familiar with the Soldlers’ Home.
North Capitol Street is a great artery leading north from the
Capitol, but there never has been any suggestion of an exten-
slon of North Capitol Street through the Soldiers’ Home
grounds. The cars go around through Michigan Avenue.

It is said that it is necessary to develop the real estate from
the present end of Fourteenth Street morthward to the Walter
Reed Hospital grounds. This can be done without extending
this street, with its frequent, noisy street cars, through the
grounds, and it would not make two minutes' difference in
the time of travel on Fourteenth Street.

Here is a map. Here is Georgia Avenue, here is Sixteenth
Street, and here is Fourteenth Street. There is absolutely no
reason why they ean not extend Fourteenth Street to the south-
ern boundary of the hospital grounds and then, through am
arrangement with the War Department, skirt the southern and
western boundaries of the Walter Reed Hospital grounds so
that the cars can swing around on a curve without interfering
with Bixteenth Street and then proceed northward. In other
words, there could be a wider avenue for just a short distance
on Sixteenth Street and along Alaska Avenuve, constructed on
land now belonging to the Government, until you get north
of the hospital grounds, and then the extension of Fourteenth
Street can be continued. It would not take two minutes longer
for the traveling publie.

The only argument in favor of extending this great thorough-
fare through the middle of this hospital reservation where so
many of the veterans of the World War are being cared for is
that by so doing you can save two minutes and there will be a
straight street instead of a little detour. I do not think that
the proposition need any more than be stated to show its
unwisdom; and I want to state, Mr. Chairman, that I would
vote against it if T was the only Member of the House to do so.

Mr. FROTHINGHAM. Does the gentleman think it is a
good thing for nervous patients to have street cars runming
right through the reservation near the hospital?

Mr. DALLINGER. I think, in answer to my colleague, that
it Is a preposterous thing to have the continual noise of street
cars through the hospital grounds. They will be obliged to
remove some buildings, which they say are only temporary
buildings, but everybody knows that this’ great thoroughfare,
with a car line on it, is going right through the middle of
the grounds.

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. DALLINGER. Certainly.

Mr. JOHNSON of SBouth Dakota. - The gentleman from Mas-
sachusetts recalls that at the hearings on the so-called Lang-
ley bill, which is the hospital building bill, it was stated that
there would be approximately $1,000,000 appropriated if that
bill passes without amendment which wonld be utilized at
Walter Reed Hospital, now under discussion,

Mr. DALLIXGER. 8o I understand.

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Would it not seem pre-
posterous to the gentleman for the Government fo expend
$1,000,000 in increasing the facilities of that hespital amnd
then run a double-frack street-car line through the very place
where we are erecting these buildings?

Mr. DALLINGER. I shouid say such a proposition is per-
feetly preposterous and inconsistent.

Whether it was wise or unwise to select this particular
location for this great veterans’ hospital is net the question
before us, That is a settled question. The land has been
taken and the hospital buildings ereeted. There is this great
reservation there with Georgia Avenue on one gide and Rix-
teenth Sireet and Alaska Avenue on the other and it onght
to remain intaet just the same as the Soldiers’ Home grounds.

Mr., RANKIN. Will the “ Senator ™ yield?

Mr. DALLINGER. Certainly.

Mr. RANKIN. This is really an Army hospital at any
rate, is it not?

Mr. DALLINGER, Yes,

Mr. RANKIN. And it belongs to the Regular Army Estab-
lishment?

Mr. DALLINGER. Yes.

Mr, RANKIN, And it is not an emergency proposition?

Mr. DALLINGER. No.

Mr. RANKIN. Therefore, to run this street through there,
it seems to me, would very likely interfere with the Regular
Army operations from time to time.

Mr, DALLINGER, There is no doubt of it

Mr, LINTHICUM. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr, DALLINGER. Certainly.

Mr. LINTHICUM. Not only is it an Army hospital but
the running of a street through there is recommended by the
War Department, is it not?

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts has expired. X

Mr. BLANTON. Mr. Chairman, I yield 15 minutes to the
gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Huirl.
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Mr. HULL of Iowa. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the
House, this proposition to dismember and divide the Walter
Reed Hospital grounds is not a new proposition. It was re-
ferred to our committee, the Committee on Military Affairs,
and, I think, very properly referred there, in 1921, At that
time the Secretary of War and the War Department were all
opposed to the proposition of opening a street through Walter
Reed Hospital, for they sent a bill to our commitfee and
asked us to close all the streets, including Fourteenth Street,
and the communication was signed by the Seecretary of War.

It is trune that the Secretary of War has written a letter
indorsing the proposition of opening the street known as
Fourteenth Street through these grounds at the present time,
I do not know what influenced the Secretary of War to change
hig mind. I do know that there has been a lobby here.

Mr, HILL of Maryland. Will the gentleman yleld?

Mr. HULL of Iowa. I will

Mr. HILL of Maryland. Does not the gentleman think the
Secretary of War has come to realize the truth of the con-
ditions at the Walter Reed Hospital? I will say that until I
spent a month there I was against it, but when I saw the
needs of the proposed extension I became in favor of it. I
changed my mind.

Mr. HULL of Towa. I do not know what the gentleman
thinks, but if he thinks that this is a good thing for men-
tal patients, to have a street car running alongside the hos-
pital, he has no comprehension of the needs of menfal pa-
tienfs.

Mr. HILL of Maryland. Will the gentleman yield again
for me to explain that this proposed line is to run through
the administration part and not through the part oeccupied
by mental patients.

Mr. HULL of Iowa. Oh, the gentleman was there for a
few days, but he does not know anything about it.

Mr. HILL of Maryland. I was not there as a mental pa-
tient,

Mr. HULL of Iowa. I think the gentleman ought to have
been; he ought to be sent back. [Laughter.]

Mr. HILL of Maryland. I want to say that this proposed
extension goes entirely through the administration portion
of the hospital grounds,

Mr. HULL of Towa. If the gentleman will sit down n min-
ute, I want to say that the gentleman did not examine the
Walter Reed grounds and does not seem to know. Now, here
on this plan you will see Fourteenth Street, and here is the
psychopathic hospital over here for mental patients, That is
where the gentleman ought to have been. [Laughter.]

But, all joking aside, is it not absurd? Did yon ever hear
anything like it? Did any of you ever hear of running a street-
ear system through hospital grounds? Go inte any ecity where
there is a hospital and you will see signs saying that this is
a zone of quiet, They get them as far away as they can from
the street-car system. Here is a proposition to permit the street-
car system to run through the Walter Reed Hospital grounds,
and here on this chart you will gee the psychopathic hospital
with hundreds of patients in it.

Mr. KNUTSON. Is it not a fact that it is only about three
or four blocks away from Sixteenth Street?

Mr. HULL of Towa. Two blocks from Fourteenth to Six-
teenth Street. You have only 100 acres there, and just the min-
ute you permit that street to go through you take off over 30
acres of the most valuable part of the grounds, and you will
practically ruin the entire hospital grounds that you have al-
ready spent millions of dollars upon and are going to spend
millions of dollars more.

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. HULL of Iowa, Certainly.

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. If you permit this street-car sys-
tem to run through there, how long will it be before they will
be appealing to Congress to move the hospital grounds?

Mr. HULL of Towa, That is what the real-estate men ex-
pect to do just as soon as they gef this divided up. They have
already picked out the ground and they are going to ask Con-
gress to buy other grounds.

Mr. McSWAIN, Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. HULL of Iowa. Yes.

Mr. McSWAIN. Have the real-estate men other plans avail-
able for hospital sites?

Mr. HULL of Iowa. Yes: I think they have them all picked
out now.

Now, if you look at this map you will see Thirteenth Street;
here is Fourteenth Street, and Fourteenth Street up to the
present time is opened up to this point. We have bought the

additional ground recently and have asked to close all these
streets. They were all being closed, including Fourteenth
Street, nup to this point, so as to make one compact hogpl_tal

und.

Mr. THATCHER. Is there any street car now running
through the hospital grounds? :

Mr. HULL of Iowa. No: and you do not want them. You
do not want a street-car line in the grounds at all. They do
go right by the grounds. I want to say that at the time Gen-
eral Ireland was before our committee, General Glennan, the
commandant at the hospital, was before our committee, and
some others, and we investigated this very thoroughly. I went
out there five or six times. I took some of the best experts
on hospitals in this country and asked them fo investigate and
let me know what they thought of it. and not one person that
I asked an opinion of indorsed it. They all said that it was
absurd to propose any such thing as to divide these hospital
grounds.

Mr, CONNALLY of Texas. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. HULL of Towa., I will.

Mr. CONNALLY of Texas. Does the Surgeon General of
the Army approve thisg hill?

Mr. HULL of Iowa, The Surgeon General as far as 1
know does not approve of it at the present time, but the
gentleman from Texus knows that it is somewhat embarrass-
ing for an officer of the Army to contradict or to differ from
those higher up, and I presume he would decline to do so at
this time.

Mr. CONNALLY of Texas. In such a ¢ase would not the
Secretary of War be more apt to defer to the Surgeon Gen-
eral than the Surgeon General would be afraid to express
his opinion to the Secretary of War?

Mr. HULL of Iowa. If he had he would not have recom-
mended putting this through, because the Surgeon General
in the hearings on June 2, 1921, very explicitly went on
record as opposed to the proposition.

Mr. SUMMERS of Washington. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. HULL of Towa. Yes.

Mr. SUMMERS of  Washington. The hospital authorities
having passed on this unfavorably, the gentleman does not
have the idea that Congress is going to overrule the judg-
ment of those men and put the street-car line throwgh these
hospital grounds.

Mr, HULL of Towa, T have some confidence in Congress
and I hope it will defeat the proposition here emphatieally
so that we will never hear of it again. Tt should not have
been brought in here at this time.

Mr, SUMMERS of Washington, I think they will,

Mr. KING. If the gentleman will yield for an inguiry, is
it not the fact that there is a double line of street cars
running the entire length of the hospital grounds on Georgia
Avenue? .

Mr. HULL of Towa. Yes.

Mr. KING. 1Is it not a fact that during the war that leads
up to the present time nearly all the activities of the hospital
huve taken place along that street-car line?

Mr. HULL of Iowa. It does now.

Mr. KING., Dwoes the gentleman know what the hospital
anthorities think of the sound of the street cars, what effect
it has upon psychopathie patients?

Mr. HULL of Iowa. -Whenever they place a hospital they
plice it away from sound. They do not put a hospital right
up against a street-car line and they never did. They get the
hospital just as far away from the street as it is possible.

Mr. HILL of Maryland. When I went up for observation
they put me right up to the street cars on Georgia Avenue.

Mr, NEWTON of Minnesota. That is to deaden the sound.
[Laughter.] .

Mr. HULL of Iowa. T want to read yon what General
Ireland said in the hearings on June 2, 1921.

The people who, want this railroad put throngh the reservation,
of course, have an interest In securing transportation north of the
reservation.

Now, you see at that time they wanted transportation north
of the reservation, That is what they want fo-day, and that is
the only reason this bill comes in here, that the street-car com-
pany wants a short ent and does not want to go to the expense
of bnilding the street-car line around by the Walter Reed
Hospital gronnds. Now, I have no objection to the building
up of Washington, but I do not think it is necessary when
you do that to destroy heantiful hospital grounds such as
vou have at Walter fleed. 1 think it is a mistake, and I
hope that this Comgress will not go on record as favoring
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any such absurd proposition. I yield back the remainder of
my time. [Applause.]

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman yields back four minutes.
-Mr, BLANTON, Mr, Chairman, I ask unanimous consent
that the time we are to yield to the gentleman from Illinois
[Mr. McKexzie] may be controlled by hiin,

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Texas asks unan-
imous consent that the time yielded to the gentleman from
INinois——

Mr., BLANTON. That the time to be yielded to him by me
and the gentleman from Maryland be controlled by him,

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Texas asks unan-
imous consent that the time yielded by himself and the gen-
tleman from Maryland to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr,
McKexziz] may be controlled by the gentleman from Illinois.
Is there objection?

Mr. LINTHICUM, Reserving the right to object, how much
time is that?

Mr. BLANTON. Twenty-five minufes.

Mr, LINTHICUM. It does not extend the two hours?

Mr. BLANTON, No; it does not extend it at all.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection? [After a pause].
The Chair hears none. :

Mr. BLANTON, I yield the gentleman from Illinois 10
minutes,

Mr., ZIHLMAN, I yield the gentleman 15 minutes.

The CHAIRMAN. The geutleman from Illinois is recog-
nized for 25 minutes. 2

Mr. McKENZIE. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the com-
mittee, I shall not consume very much time in this discussion,
It is a matter that is so simple to my mind that I feel it is
really in a sense a waste of time fo take two hours in discussing
it. If there were really any necessity for this legislation, or if
it were to be legislation that would be of assistance for all the
people concerned, I might be willing to sacrifice my views to
some extent, so far as the patients in the hospital arve concerned.
But, gentlemen, there is no real necessity for this legislation,
and in my judgment a much better solution of this can be had
than is provided in this bill. You understand, of course, that
Sixteenth Street bounds the Walter Reed Hospital grounds on
the west side. Across Sixteenth Street is Rock Creek Park and
the Zoo. Now, over here, some distance south of the hospital
grounds, there is a ravine, and up here [indicating on map]
there is another depression under Sixteenth Street. Now, the
solution that ought to be made of this problem iz for the
street-car line to come up Fourteenth Street fo a point near
the south boundary of the hospital grounds, come across, go
under Sixteenth Street, build a station in the park for un-
loading people who want to visit the park, thence paralleling
Sixteenth Street to the ravine or depression under Sixteenth
Street, thence passing under Sixteenth Street, going up Alaska
Avenue to Fourteenth Street and out, and in that way they will
accommodate the people who wish to visit the park by landing
them in the park. You know, if you have been out along Six-
teenth Street, that a man takes his life in his hand when he
wishes to cross. People who wish to go and visit the park
and land on the opposite side have to cross Sixteenth Street.
The plan 1 suggested would land them right in the park and
would take care of those who wished to visit the hospital
grounds. The only objection I think, perhaps, is the expense.
The engineers who testified in the hearing which was held in
1021 estimated that the plan would cost perhaps $280,000,

The plan to cut a depression through Walter Reed Hospital
grounds will cost possibly $200,000. Another plan that was sug-
gested this morning was simply to ecome around through Walter
Reed Hospital grounds, which would destroy the park effect
of the ground, ape that ought not to be done. Now, gentlemen,
there were some statements made here this morning that the
Secretary of War and that the Surgeon General of the United
States Army have changed their minds with regard fo this sub-
jeet. It may be the Secretary of War has changed his mind,
put [ can understand how Army officers change their minds,
My 12 years' experience on the Committee on Military Affairs
has taught me that Army officers have one opinion in their
Liearts and another one which they often express publicly when
they come before committees, and that is to express what is
gupposed to be the wishes of the War Department, which 18 no
reflection on an officer. No man can sit on this floor to-day and
eonvince me that General Ireland. that splendid Surgeon Gen-
eral of our Army, favors this outrage. Not for one minute, It
may be that they have sillenced his tongue. It may be that he
is not out making speeches against this thing. But in his heart
1 am sure that he feels just as he did when Le appeared before
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our committee on June 2, 1921. And I want to read to you
what he said then. I asked him this question:

Do you contend that the noise from street cars, such as we are having
now from cars golng vp and down the street here—and I will say that
that noise Is such that as you are speaking at that end of the table
those of us who happen to be in this corner of the room can not hear
what you are raying—do yon contend that that sort of noise has a
detrimental effect upon the patients in the hospital, especially if they
happen to be nervous patients?

General IneAND, Yes, gir; most decidedly.

Mr. McKexzig. That would be, at least, one reason why we should
not permit the opening of this street to accommodate those gentlemen
who, ag Mr. MirLer has intimated, are interested in simply making a
little more money out of some land which they have probably bought
for speculative purposes?

Mr. Micres, That was my suspicion.

Mr. McKexzie, Yes; a suspleion, but it seems to have been a well-
grounded suspicion. Why should these unfortunates who are compelled
to remain ont there for treatment be subjected to that sort of nulsance,
when, as a matter of fact, the same object could be attained by going
around the reservation? Those sick boya should have quiet and should
e permitted to wander around through the reservation and sit under
the shade of the trees withont incurring the danger of being killed,

[Applavse.]

Mr. LAZARO. Mpr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield?
Mr., McKENZIE. Wait until I give you his answer.

I read:

General IzELAND. You have stated the sitnatien exactly. There are
three outstanding reasons why the railroad should not go through this
reservation : First, we must have a zone of quiet if we are to give the
best treatment to sick people, and that is particularly true in the case
of the nervous and mental cases. Then there is the danger of running
street cars through the reservation, and we want to make part of this
reservation a park where the patients can go out and spend the day.
On such a day as this, for instance, patients that can be up and around
have no business in the wards. They will do much better outside.

Mr, LAZARO. Mr. Chairman will the gentleman yield now?

Mr, McKENZIE. Yes.

Mr. LAZARO. Is it not our plain duty to consider the wel-
fare of these patients instead of the street-railway people?

Mr. McKENZIE. Absolutely. And I want to say, gentle-
men, that those were the sentiments of General Ireland in
June, 1921, when he came before our committee. T know
General Ireland well enough to know that those are his senti-
ments to-day, and will continue to be his sentiments If those
people up here were marooned and had no way of escape, I
would not object to this measure; but by making a circle
around there you will fulfill all that the necessities require,
and that would be that they want to get this land back and
then sell to the Government another hospital site,

Mr. KNUTSON. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. McKENZIE. Yes,

Mr. KNUTSON. I was out in Walter Reed for two months,
three years ago, and T may say that half of the boys asked me
to do what I could against the proposed legislation suggested
at this time.

Mr. COLE of Towa. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. McKENZIE. Yes.

Mr. COLE of Towa. Will the gentleman tell us who is back
of this movement? Is there any public sentiment for it?
What is it?

Mr. McKENZIE. Well, the petition at that time purported
to come from the people living north of the hospital grounds,
that they wanted transportation,

But here is something to keep in mind, gentlemen. This
hospital was established in 1908 by the Congress of the United
States. We went out there and bought ground. The land
was a wilderness, a forest. We said it would be a beautiful
place for a hospital. I agreed with that. We bought some
land. Then we needed more land. We found if we wanted to
make a great school out there we must have more land. We
now have about 100 acres ont there. We bought additional
land, and the purpose of the Government was not only to make
that a great hospital for the eastern part of our country, just
as the Letterman Hospital is a great hospital for the western
part of the country, but to make it a great school and some-
thing that the Nation can be proud of. And now, gentlemen,
are we, at the behest of people for pecuniary interest or simply
for convenience, to lay that all aside, cut down this forest,
build up mansions out there where they can charge these ex-
orbitant rates that they impose upon the people of the District,
and benefit only a few people?
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I want to appeal to you, gentlemen of the House, who are
here, that we ought at least to stand here and defend the
rights of those who can nof come here and speak for them-
selves, and those are the boys who are out there receiving
treatment. [Applause.]

If we do that, Fourteenth Street will never be opened
through this ground, but which will ever be preserved for the
invalids and the injured of our Army in the future as well as
at present. [Applause.]

Mr, COLE of Iowa. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yield
for one more question?

Mr, McKENZIE., Yes.

Mr. COLE of lowa. What is the feeling on the part of the
patients in the hospital on this proposition?

Mr. McKENZIE. Of course, I can not answer that question.
But if you dig a treneh through there, you can imagine what
it would be.

Mr, KNUTSON. It would cut the grounds in two.

Mr, McKENZIE. Yes. When the boys become convalescent,
want te walk threough these grounds, what would it be with a
big cut dividing it? For God's sake let us have one place in
Washington where a sick soldier can sit down under a tree
and hear the birds sing without its being brought to our at-
tention that somebody is trying to make money out of it. [Ap-
plause. ]

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, I move to
gtrike out the enacting clause. However, 1 understand the
motion must wait until the end of general debate.

Mr. ZTHLMAN. Mr. Chairman, I yield five minutes to the
gentleman from Maryland [Mr, 1TmL].

Mr. HILL of Maryland. Mr, Chairman and gentlemen of
the committee, I dislike very muoch to disagree with the dis-
tinguished acting chairman of my own committee, the Com-
mittee on Military Affairs, and I dislike also to disagree with
my colleagune on the Committee on Military Affairs, the gentle-
man from Iowa [Mr. Hurr]. 1 might say that he got me in
the wrong part of the hospital in his remarks; but I want to
gay to this commitiee—and the only reason I rise is to say
this—that before I had actual personal experience of condi-
tions at Walter Reed Hospital I was just as strongly against
this bill as the acting chairman of the Committee on Military
Affairs or the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HurL].

I voted against it when it was before the Military Affairs
Committee, but after I had seen the conditions in Walter
Reed Hospital in reference to transpertation and in reference
_ “to the location of this proposed street I changed my mind, and
I feel strongly that this street should be cut through.

It is net necessary for me fo say that I have ne pecuniary in-
terest in it. I own no real estate and I am affiliated with no-
body who owns real estate. 1 am looking at this matter at
the present time from the point of view of the inmates of the
Walter Reed Hospital.

The situation is this; To the right of this blue print you
see Sixteenth Street with me car lines, and there ought net fo
be any car lines there; to the left you see Georgia Avenue,
which has car lines. Fourteenth Streef, at the present time,
runs from the northern to the southern limit of the Walter Reed
Hospital Reservation. Yeou are not now asked to consider
anything except less than one-half of the indicated length of
Fourteenth Street, because the existing law and the existing
physical conditions already have opened Fourteenth Street
more than half of its length. Fourteenth Street is now open
from the “ X " mark to the top of the map. The enly part you
are concerned with is the Fourteenth Street right from that
“ X" mark to the bottom of the map.

Now, what is the situation in the Walter Reed Hospital? I
heard this talk about the sick soldiers before I saw Walter
Reed Hospital. 1 am just as much for diverting the minds of
sick soldiers with birds, trees, and other things, as is the chair-
man of the Military Affairs Committee, who so feelingly spoke
about those things, DBut I spent one month out there in a
snow storm and I saw fhose men trying to get to town. There
was no way to get to town; there is no decent tion
and there iz no adeqnate transportafion fer the people in that
reservation from the reservation to the city.

Now, what is the situation about disturbhing the peace and
quiet of the soldiers in the Walter Iteed Hespital? Here is
your administration building toward the left of the map,
toward Georgia Avenue [indicating en map]. You have your
street cars on Georgia Avenue. When I was at the Walter
Reed Hospital I lived in this shaek right here [indicating].
Now, that shack is comparatively near Georgia Avenne, and
we could not hear the street cars and they did not distorb
us. In that same shack were men who were about to die
and two or three men died while I was there.

Mr, BLANTON. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. HILL of Maryland. Yes.

Mr. BLANTON. Will the gentleman tell us, for Informa-
tion, in the size of the ordimary block here, how far it is
from the east side of that brick administration building over
to Georgia Avenue, approximately?

- Mr. HILL of Maryland. I should say perhaps one or two

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Mary-
Iand has expired.

Mr. HILL of Maryland. Mr. Chairman, may I have one
minute more?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Mr. Chairman, I yield the gentleman an
additional minute. i

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Maryland is reeog-
nized for one additional minute.

Mr., HILL of Maryland. Now, gentleman, the situation is
this: Over here toward the right of the map you have not
got the sick soldiers anywhere. Ower toward the right of
the map you have nothing except the administration building
and you have no sick soldiers anywhere.

Mr. BLANTON. Is it not a fact that Thirteenth Street
would run right through that administration building?

Mr. HILL of Maryland. Thirteenth Street weould abso-
lutely ruin the whole place, and would run directly through
it. So, gentlemen, I ask that you pass this bill in the interest
of furnishing transportation to the men who have got to Iive
there and do business in that hospital.

The CHATRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Mar}-
land has again expired.

Mr. McKENZIRE. Mr. Chairman, I yield three minutes to
the gentleman from Washington [Mr. Svamess).

The CHAIRMAN., The gentlemman frem Washington is
recognized for three minutes.

Mr. SUMMERS "of Washington. Mr. Chairman and gentle-
men, you have heard about this Feurteenth Street extension
for a couple of years. It seems to me it is very largely a ques
tion of whether we are going to put real estate first or sick
ex-service men first in our consideration. Now, that is really
the problem that we are confronting at this time. I am for
the ex-service men. Everybody who has traveled out to*Walter
Heed knows there iz a street-car line coming right along by
the corner of the hospital grounds, and busses are operating
over on the other side. Except as a real-estate proposition 1
see no reason why the grounds shonld be marred by the con-
struction of a street-car line through the midst of them. T see
no reason why disabled men, who are there trying to regain
their health, should be amnoyed by the constant clatter of
street cars. Everybody knows there is a quiet zone marked as
you approach every hospital,. Why should we deliberately
arrange for the construction of a noisy street-car lime right
through the most important ex-service men's hospital in thig
part of the United States?

Mr. CONNERY. Will the gentleman yield?

My, SUMMERS of Washington. Yes.

Mr, CONNERY. Would not the propesed Fourteenth Street
line run right alongside of the neuropsychiatric part of the
hospital, where the men need the most quiet?

Mr. SUMMERS of Washington. I understand it would de
g0, It would net only annoy these patients constantly and
harass their nerves but it would be a constant menace to many
of those fellows who are crippled, some of the mentally and
others physically, who would have to be crossing the tracks.

Mr. GARRETT of Tennessee. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. SUMMERS of Washington. Yes. %

Mr. GARRETT of Tennessec. As I havg understood this
matter—although I confess I have not given great study to it—
it is to be a tunnel proposition?

Mr. SUMMERS of Washington, A tunnel would not be ob-
jectionable. My un is that part of it is to be
bridged over but no tunnel constructed.

Mr. ENUTSON. It will be an open cut. The gentleman is
a doctor, and I will ask the gentleman whether in his opinion
the putting of Fourteenth Street through there and allowing
street cars to operate would not retard the recovery of the
patients becanse of the noise from the street cars?

Mr. SUMMERS of Washington. Undoubtedly noise must re-
tard the recovery of hospital patients or you would nof uni-
versally see a quietzeme sign posted as yeu approach every

hospital. i
The time of the gentleman from Wash-

The CHAIRMAN.
ington has expired.

Mr. BLANTON. Mr. Chairman, I yield the gentleman two
minutes.
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The CHATRMAN,
nized
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,

The gentleman from Washington is recog-
for two additional minutes.

BLAXNTON. Will the gentleman yield for a question?
SUMMERS of Washington. Yes.

BLANTON. The genfleman is a physiclan himself?

Mr. SUMMERS of Washington. Yes.

Mr. BLANTON, And the gentleman gives it as his medical
opinion that running this street-car line through Fourteenth
Street, which wounld bring it within one block of the main ad-
ministration building and along certain wards, would be detri-
mental to the patients in that hospital?

My, SUMMERS of Washingion. It is wholly because I be-
lieve it would be Getumental to the patients that I asked for
fwo or three minutes time in which to oppose this proposal.

Mr. BLANTON. Now, a question on another point. Where
there are patients using these grounds—convalescent patients—
walking around the grounds, some of them affecied mentally,
would or would not carrying this double-track street-car line
through Fourteenth Street within a block of the administration

_ building and along these wards be dangerous to such patients?

Mr, SUMMERS of Washington. I have just stated that, in
my opinion, it would be not only a menace to their health
but dangerous to their lives.

Mr. LINTHICUM. Wonld it be any more dangeroug than
the car line along Georgia Avenue?

Mr. SUMMERS of Washington.
of the hospital grounds.

%\'Ir. BLANTON. And Georgia Avenue is policed by military

e,

Mr, WOODRUFF. There are street cars on Georgla Avenue
now,

AMr. BLANTON, Yes; and it is policed.

Mr, SUMMERS of Washington. And this would be adding
an additional hazard.

Mr. ZTHLMAN, Mr. Chairman, I yield 10 minutes to the
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. LintHICUM]!

Mr, LINTHICUM. Mr. Chairman, from what has been said
one would believe that this sireet was immediately adjacent to
where the patients are. The truth of it is this street is from
one block to a block and a half from where the hospital wards
are fo be located,

Alr. STEPHENS.

Georgia Avenue is ouiside

Will the gentleman yield?

Mr, LINTHICUM. Let me start first,

Mr. STEPHENS. I want to say the hospital wards above
there are right on Fourteenth Street.

My, LINTHICUM, The gentleman is in error. Here Is a
plat of the intended layout. Over here to the east are the
wards of the hospital, a block away from this street. Here is
at school between the wards and Fourteenth Street and student
oflicers’ quarters. On the west side of the street are the faculty
officers, the library, and the museum. Therefore the patients
in this hospital are from one block to a block and a half away
from the proposed street, and there are no patients on the west
side, but there is a library and a museum and one other
building,

Remember also that this property on the west side of Four-
teenth Street was not a part of the original hospital grounds.
It has been subsequently purchased for other buildings—for the
musenm, for the library, and the faculty officers. Therefore the
patients really have nothing to do with going over there, unless
they want to go over to visit the library, the museum, or the
faculty quarters. So that absolutely the entire hospital

grounds are within the old purchase and not on the west side

of Fourteenth Street, the subsequent purchase,

Remember another thing, this sireet is to be depressed. It
is to be below grade.

Mr. ROGERS of Massachisetts, Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. LINTHICUM. No; I decline to yield.

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts, Is that in the bhill?

Mr. LINTHICUM. No: not in the bill, but guaranteed, and
I should welcome such an amendment, This street is to be
depressed. There are to be bridges across this street carrying
those who want to visit the library, the museum, or the faculty
quarters.

There was a public hearing on this matter. The hospital
authorities voleed strenuous protest against the plan, and as a
result, the Highway Commission, consisting of the Secretary
of War, the Seeretary of the Interior, and the Chief of Engi-
neers of the United Siates Army, held a public hearing in the
board room of the District Building on June 23, 1921, and sub-
sequent after this full hearing the commission recommended
the opening of*Fourteenth Street through the reservation. It is
absolutely indorsed not alone by the commissioners but also
by the War Department, and the War Department will have
charge of this hospital, which is an Army hospital,

Can anybody Imagine that the Secretary of War would want
to do something injurious to the patients of that hospital?

Gentlemen, there is another point you want to remember.
Sixteenth Street and Fourteenth Sireet and Georgia Avenus
are the only north and south streets possible between the east
side of Rock Creek Park and the west side of Soldiers' Home,
which means that they are the only north and south streets
between Connecticut Avenue leading to Chevy Chase and Rhode
Island Avenue leading to Hyattsville. Anyone who lives in the
northwestern section of ‘the city and comes down Sixteenth
Street in the morning can realize that there must be additional
accommodations for north and south traffic in the District of
Columbia. Only this morning when I came down, the auto-
mobiles were lined up on Sixteenth Street waiting for the
traffic officer to let them cross U Street for two blocks, and they
were solid. I got through there in a space of about 18 inches
between an automobile and about 2 feet between another line
of automobiles. So that it is a matter of necessity that the Dis-
trict of Columbia, if she proposes to grow, must have additional
accommodations for north and south traffic.

You have been talking here about high rents. You passed
through this House the other day a bill extending the reat law,
and yet if you do not give this additional traffic accommodation
you can not build up that section of the territory to the satis-
faction of home owners and residents of the District of Colum-
bia and the building of homes in this section. I feel, with an
automobile owned by almost everybody, with thousands of them
on every hand, we must give additional fraffic accommodations,
and we must open up additienal territory if the District of
Columbia intends to grow, and grow she will. If she can not
grow in this beautiful section out that way, she must grow in
some other section, and I contend we ought to give these ac-
commodations when by all who have studied this question, by
the War Department, by the Disiriet of Columbia, by the citi-
zens' associationz, and by absolutely everybody who has studied
the question, the openlng of Fourteenth Street has been recom-
mended, and not one veteran has opposed its opemng

Now, gentlemen, another thing: Do you not imagine that the
patients themselves want additional fransportation into Wash-
ington? It is a maiter of impossibility for them to gef on
a Sixteenth Street bus in the morning, they are so congested.

Mr. HILL of Maryland. It is not only for the soldiers them-
selves, bhut for their wives, mothers, and families in Wash-
ington, who can not get to the Walter Reed Hospital easily.

Mr, LINTHICUM. I was coming to that point. As I say,
yvou can not get on a Sixteenth Street bus coming to the city
in the morning, and in the evening going out they are so con-
gested that it is difficult. You can not get on a Georgia Ave-
nut street car unless you hang by the strap or stand on the
platform. It is not a question of giving the people generally
transportation, but it is a question of giving the patients a
chance to come into the city of Washington and go out., The
friends of all the patients there do not own automobiles. What
they want is an opportunity to go out and visit the patients
in the hospital. They need transportation on Fourteenth Street
to go and visit the patients just as much as the general public
need transportation on Fourteenth Street to go beyond the
hogpital.

In conclusion, I want to say that you must bear in mind
that all of the citizens' associations, the Secretary of War, and
the people who have given the question deep study have been
convineed that this street ought to be opened.

There is another thmg we onght not to forgetf, and that is
that while we are opening Fourteenth Street we are closing
other streets; we are closing these other streets, which will
give the hospital a solid block east of Fourteenth and up to
Georgia Avenue, where all the patients are contained, and
where all the administration buildings are contained, and
where all the adjunct bulldings except three are contained in
that great body of ground. We close these other streets and
give them a solid section for the hospital.

On the newly acquired property we give accommodation for
the library, for the museum, for the faculty officers. 1 do not
believe that the street is going to interfere one particle with
any patients.. I believe it is going to be a great accommodation
to them, a great accommodation to their friends and rela-
tives, 1 want fo say to you that in the treatment of a patient
one of the best doctors in the world is a visit from a dear
friend who comes out to the hospital to see him. [Applause.]
Medicines do a lof, medicines accomplish a great deal; but I
tell you what the patients want in all diseases is a visit from
their friends, and we should make it possible for their friends
to visit them whenever and wherever they can. [Applause.)

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. Can not all of their friends visit
them now ; are they precluded?
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Mpr. LINTHICOUM. If the gentleman will give me a minute,
I will'answer his question.

Mr, BLANTON. All my time is promised.

Mr, GARRETT of Texas. Well, the question answers itself;

Mr. BLANTON, Mr: Chairman, I yield five minutes to the
gentleman from Mussachusetts [Mr: Rogers],

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts; Mr. Chairman, T am sorry
to find mysell in disagreement with some: of my friends from
Maryland. to whom this project evidently means a great deal

I am actuated, however, in opposing this bill by a sense of'

duty which, I believe, is: predicated on a rather exceptional

Eknowledge of the situation. I do not wish to arrogate to

myself a more intimate knowledge concerning Walter Reed
Hospital conditions than otler Members of the House, but
many Members of {lie House know that for years T visited
almost daily that institutdon: In all of my experience amd
acquaintance with the conditions there; in all of my conversu-
tions with men at the hospital, I have never found' an officer
or a patient who did not insist that it was almest eriminal to
open Fourteenth Street through the hospital grounds. They
may be wrong, they may be misled or miszuided; but the officer

personnel of that hospital, the afflicted soldiers and other

patients who are there, as far as my personal contact has
gone, have been invariably opposed to this projeet.

Now, gentlemen, it is said by various Members in discussing
the bill’ that Fourteenth Street, when extended, will go: through
the Nospital gronnds on a grade lower tham the general level
of the hespital. There is not a word requiring that in the LilL
All that is said in' the bill Is that the grade of the streef
through' the Hospital grounds shull be: subjeet to the approval

of the Seeretury of War. You and' T can not say what the:

present Seeretary of War may do or what some future Sec-
retary of War might do. Just as the present Secretary of War;

in spite of the adviece of lis’own Surgeon Generall was actunted

to- support this bill in its present form; so the present or
future: Secretary of War may later say, “T think it is per-
fectly proper to have this great boulevard teeming with srreet
cars and antomobiles traverse the hospital grounds on the gen-
eral hospital level.”

I suspect—and T hope I do no one an injustice—I suspeet
this langnage is drawn as it is in the bill' on the very theory
that later it may be possible to arrange to liave that street
put through on the same general level with the hospital
grounds; I it was the intent of ' the people wiio advoeate the
bill to have the street depressed, why did not they say so?
Nothing' i the world could be easier than to set it forth in
unmistakalbie language in the bill itself.

Here is a map which Hhas been produced by tlie proponents
of the bill. I want yom to note the width of the hospital
reservation between Sixteenth Street and Georgia Avenue.
It is about the width of my thumb nail, about three-quarters
of an ineh wide, The maximum width of this hospital
reservation from east to west is only a few hundred yards,
I want you to contrast, if you will, the disparity between
that thumb-nail width of the hospital and the great expanse
to the east and’ west where other traffie arteries may be
located.

Why in the world is it necessary to bisect that little space
with all this region east and west of the hospital grounds
available for the pushing through of highways for commerce,
street cars, and motoring? I do not want te impair or im-
pede the development of the important section to the north.
We want to have a prosperous. and growing community in
the State of Maryland  just beyond the District line, But I
ask any man. why in all conseience we must take this poor
narrow line, a few hundred yards wide, out of all the pos-
sible opportunities 'and proceed to drive a great boulevard
through at that one point. I8 there any reason that appeals
to the sense and judgment—to say nothing of the philan-
trophy and fair dealing—of Members of the House in that
proposition? It is said that there is a plan that will put
these hospital buildings as such on one side of Fourteenth
Street extended, and certain other buildings, a part of the
same general scheme, on the other side of Fourteenth Street
extended. Who knows, gentlemen—-—

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetis. May I have one addi-
tional minnte?

Mr. BLANTON, T yield the gentleman one minute.

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. But who knows whether
tlie present sclieme is destined to be a permanent one, whether
it is going to he one from which, we should never deviate?
Here we have a single hospital and reservation established hy
Congress, maintained by Congress, and I think worthy of the
protection of Congress. Gentlemen, there can be no reason for

I

1a-step Iike' this. The Surgeon General of the Army is on record
‘against it. The commanding officer of the Walter Reed Hos-
'pital’ has been on record against it in the past. It is true
‘Army officials can not be-so vocal now, becanse the Secretary
jof War has' taken an adverse position. The Secretary of War
took that position on the advice of an Army engineer. The
‘Army engineer likes to have a straight line instead of a curved
line. The alternative would have involved a curved line: The
‘Army engineer opposed’ it; and tlie Seeretary of War indorsed
the: Army engineer. But is it not our duty to say we had
rather protect the welfare and well-being of those men always,
even at the expense of a slight curvature of the backbone of
Pourteenth Street? [Applause,]

The CHATRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. NMr: Chairman, I think we onght
to have a.quorum here to consider an important measure like
this, and I make the point of order tliere is no quorum present.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Texas makes the
point of order there i8 no quorum presenf. The Chair will
count. [Affer counting:] Three hundred and two Members are
- present, & quorum,

Mr. BLANTON. Mr. Chairman, I yield five minutes to the
‘gentleman from Washington [Mr. Mrtuen].
. My, MILLER of Washington. Mpr..Chairman and gentlemen
of the committee, when I was a member of the Committee on
Military Affairs substantially this same bill was brought be-
fore that commiitee, A unanimous action was taken against it;
then witen these proponents of the bill found that it could not
possibly get through the Committee on Military Affairs that
‘had charge of War Department property a switchr was made
and the same subject matter was reported on a subsequent bill
throngh the Committee on the Distriet of Columbia. That is
(the parlinmentary situation. Now, the Walter Reed Hospital

was established in 1908 for the purpose of making it a great

American Army liospital. Forty-two acres of land were owned
at that time, and shbsequently this development was continued
until something upward of 100 aeres have been acquired,
that extended fairly on the north to the Maryland line. I am
exceedingly sorry to disagree with my friend from Maryland
[Mr; Zinnwaw] on the merits of this proposition. Street cars
can reach this territory by running up Georgia Avenue turn-
‘ing this way [illustrating] and turning to the west north
of the hospital grounds- and {hem on' north, You can reach it
this way by going around, as was suggested by the gentleman
from Massachusetts [Mr. Dacuinaen]. You ean resch it this
way out Georgia: Avenue where there is a car line now turning
the corner reaching: this: distriet In liere that they want to
reach now from Fourteenth Street. It does seem to me by
extending' the sireet-ear line- and the street and bisecting
Walter' Reed' Hospital grounds: yow destroy practically all of
this. territory in here. Am open cut is what i§ being devised
net only for a double-track: street-cay line; but for vehicles as
well, making it absolutely impossible: to ernes this thing except
by approaches on bridges or whatever method' the Govermment
will find to be necessary to install. And by the way the Gov-
ernment is to: pay for all this, tve. Walter Reed Hospital was
established’ for a' great medical scheol ultimately, and it was
thought only to take the lnnd in the vieinity adapted to that
purpose when the Congress bonght it. Why you might as well
ask to extend streets: through the Capitol' grounds or throngh
the: Soldiers’ Home, or through Avlington Cemetery, or any
other place that Congress has set apart with a sort of sanctity
to it. Persens since 1908, living on this tract of land out there,
thought that Fourteenth Streepy was barred, and any man who
bought his' land since that time had full knowledge that
Fourteenth Street was not to extend through. Now, the real
estate boomers have gone out in that country and bought the
land and are trying to force this thing through: That was
demonstrated when it came before the Committee o Military
Affairs. Everyone coming hefore the Committee on Military
Affairs on this propesition was opposed fo it. Generul Treland,
as has been said over and over again, opposed the extension
of’ this street. Now, General Ireland has been meilowed, I dare
say, through the action of his superior officers and says it is
up to the Congress, hut T for one will never vote to cut Walter
‘Reed Hospital in two and ruin it for the pmpose that Con-
gress had in view when it bought that site. [Applanse.]
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

The committes: informally rose; and the Speaker having
resumed. the chair, a message from the Senate, by Mr. Craven,

its Chief Clerk, announced that the Senate had puassed with:

amendments the bill (H. R: 8350) making appropriations: for
the Departments of State and Justice and for the judiciary,
and for the Departmenfts of Commerce and Laber for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1925, and for other purposes, in

1
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whieh the concurrence of the House of Represeatatives was
requested.
EXTENSION OF STEEETS KNEAR WALTER REED GENEBAL HOSPITAL

The committee resnmed its session.

Mr. McKENZIE, Mr. Chairman, I yield five minutes to
the gentleman from Texas [Mr. Gargerr]. [Applanse.]

Mr. GARRETT of Texas, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of
the committee, I would gladly ald in the development of all of
that part of the country out in Maryland north of Waiter
Reed Hospital, and also the District of Columbia, and would
willingly help those people out in most any way that I could
without disturbing the quiet of Walter Reed Hospital
* I am always glad to see development going on, and I am
glad to see all those new homes being built out there. If there
was any necessity even for the advancement of the building of
these homes or for the opening up of this street T might con-
tent myself with remaining silent and letting this bill pass.
But it is not necessary. Ne Member of Congress who has been
north on Sixteenth Street and north on Fourteenth Street and
Colorado Avenue but is familiar with this situation. He knows
that it is not necessary, and the most that can be said of the
proposition is that it is very desirable. I submit it to the
judgment of this House that if there was no Secretary of War,
if there was no General Ireland at the head of the Medical

if- there was nobedy to make a recommendation and
we were called upon to pass upon this question in the first in-
stance, how many of us would say that Fourteenth Street
should be opened and extended through this hospital? Here is
a terrifory that has been segregated and set apart for disabled,
sick, and afflieted soldiers from out of the World War, of
whom our hospitals are full, of these suffering patriots who
g0 unselfishly offered their lives for their eountry; how many
of us would say, “ Why, yes; let us run that street-car line
right throungh that ground and put a double frack on it, and
in the morning hours, when these patients might want to rest,
we will send a hundred street cars between 6 o'clock and 8.30
o'clock through those grounds, in order that the people out
beyond there might be accommodated with street-car service
and save them, as has been stated, about a minute and a half
of time™”? Not one of us would agree to it.

Mr. CHINDBLOM. How many automebiles?

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. Oh, you just go out Sixteenth
Street and if you want to know how many automobiles there
are, go down to Sixteenth and U Streets and try to cross. It
is a wonder to me that many pedestrians do not get killed
at the erossing. There are in this hospital sick men of the
World War,

There are men who went out to fight for their country and
returned wounded, crippled, and disabled. You know this Con-
gress said, * We will make you as comfortable as we can. We
will erec¢t a hospital and furnish you with everything that is
necessary, and with the best hospital skill we can get in the
Army, and we will give you a guiet place where you ean re-
cuperate and gef well,” and now does the same Congress, at
the behest of real-estate development, propose to disturb those
men and fo permit the rattle of cars through there by the thou-
sands and thousands every day, and by our action split Walter
Reed Hospital grounds wide opea with a double-track street-
car system and permit automobiles and every kind of vehiecles
to thunder along those streets? To my mind it is unthinkable,
The first time it was brought before the Committee on Military
Affairs a map was laid down before us and General Ireland
sat at the head of the table and pointed out the direful results
that he believed would come to these patients if this street
was opened ups through this hospital. I made np my mind then
and I said, “ No; run this street somewhere else,” If has been
demonstrated over and over again that they can go from the
sotithern boundary of the Walter Reed reservation on Four-
teenth Street, west to Sixteenth Street, and cross nnder Six-
teenth Street and proeeed along the west side of Sixteenth
Street to Alaska Avenne, and out Alaska Avenue north, and
give the people in that section of the city and Maryland the
same service that would be given if Fourteenth Street shounld
be extended.

The CHATRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Texas
has expired.

Mr, ZIHLMAN. Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gentleman two
additional minutes.

Mr. OLIVER of Alabama.
man yield?

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. Yes.

Mr. OLIVER of Alabama. This bill does one important thing
that the House ought not to overlook. It seeks to close a num-

Mr. Chairman, will the gentle-

ber of streets that onght to be closed. If you just strike out
Fourteenth Bireet you will close them all.

Mr. GARRETT of Texas, I would close them all, Four-
teenth Street as well as the others. As the others are already
physically closed, all we have fo do is to amend this bill and
close up Fourfeenth Street and end this controversy once
for all, and let them understand they must proceed in some
other manner.

Mr.’ CHINDBLOM. Mr., Chairman, will the gentleman
yleld?

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. Yes

Mr. CHINDBLOM. Will the proponents of this bill want
the bill if you strike out Fourteenth Street?

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. I do not think so.

Mr. CHINDBLOM. I was going to suggest to strike out
the enacting claunse to show them jnst what we mean.

Mr. GABRETT of Texas. If you strike out the enacting
clause they will come back at another Congress. If you
close np Fourteenth Street now it will remain closed until
the Congress of the United Btates gets ready to move the
hospital somewhere else, [Applause.]

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Texas
has again expired.

Mr. BLANTON. Mr. Chairman, T yield one minute fo the
gentleman.

Mr. HULL of Iowa. That is exactly what the War De-
partment asked our committee fo do.

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. Yes; in the first instance they
asked that Fourteenth Street be closed up. Our committee
was favorable to that, and I think it is favorable to it now,
and I think the Congress would be favorable to it

Mr. BEGG. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman yleld?

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. Yes.

Mr. BEGG. If Fourteenth Street were opened, either
the ground west could not be used for the badly crippled or
else it would have to be crossed overhead?

Mr. GARRETT of Texns. The gentleman is exactly right.
There would be no safe way to cross Fourteenth Street, no
matter whether depressed or on the level. If yon have got
street cars running through that ground the whole length of
it, and automobiles, and everything else, no patient on earth
would want to go to Walter Reed Hospital if he knew that such
conditions existed.

1311[;'? CONNALLY of Texas. Mr, Chairman, will my colleague
yie

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. Yes.

Mr. CONNALLY of Texas. Is there a street-car line on
Georgia Avenue at the entrance? -

Mr. GARRETT of Texas, Yes,

Mr. CONNALLY of Texas. And they could increase the
street-car service on that line, could they not?

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. There is no question about that.
There is no reason for opening Fourteenth Street, but for the
fact of all that territory out there is to be built up and de-
veloped, which would be done easier by going through Walter
Reed than by going around it

I have no objection to the building up of that beautiful section
of the city, but I say let them go around the sick men when
they go home instead of going through this hospital ground
set apart for them. [Applause.]

Mr. BLANTON. Mr, Chairman, I hesitate to be the only
member of the committee to speak against this bill, and I
also hesitate to speak against it when all the newspapers of
Washington are for it and when all of the citizens’ associations
of Washington are for it, because I know that when they make
up their minds to pass a bill we can hardly stop it. I know
how unnpopular it will make yon to vote against their bill, and
I know what it means to be unpopular with the Washingfon
newspapers. [Laughter.] They sting you every time they get
a chance; they bark at you continually; they demean yon and
try to belittle you all the time. That is what you get and the
penalty you pay If you oppose them, but notwithstanding their
continual unwarranted attacks, I oppose them whenever 1
think it is necessary and take my medicine like a man. But
I am recompensed some affer all. In my mail this morning
I got a letter from a splendid gentleman in Pennsylvania and
one from Maryland. They both sald practically the same
thing. They said, “Braxtox, do nof let those Washingfon
papers stop you from doing your work. Go on and do it, for
every time they attack you they make you stronger with the
people all over the eountry.” Sp you, eolleagues, should not be
afraid fo follow my policy. When it is necessary to oppose
these Washington newspapers, oppose them,
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Now, let me show you the mandate that the Washington
Times gave all of us last Saturday with reference to this bill
Here are excerpts from what the Washington Times, in its
editorial last Saturday, said to us Members of Congress:

The extension of this important District thoroughfare has the in-
dorsement of Secretary Weeks, all high officials of the War Depart-
ment and Army, and of all citizens' associations in that section of the
District. In a letter to Congressman StuarT F. REep, chairman of
the House District Committee, Commissioner Rudolph, chairman of the
board of District Commissioners, states that * There is no District
legiglation now pending that is of more yital importance to the de-
velopment of the northern part of the District than this bill™ and
also to the adjacent communities in the State of Maryland which are
being developed so rapidly.

The permanent highway plan recognized Fourteenth Street as the
rapid transit or street-car line adjacent to BSixteenth BStreet and
diverted Fourteenth Street west one square to the line of Fifteenth
Street at a poilnt one square north of the present Fourteenth Street
car barn, go that the car line on Fourteenth Street would furnish the
general public of Washington with streef-car transportation to the
upper half of Rock Creek Park.

During the ensuing 10 years the 13 miles has been completely built
up with moderate-priced brick hounses of o good type and small apart-
ments, This development has extended to Fifteenth Street on the
west and as far east as Georgla Avenue. The improvement of this
section has furnished homes to more families during a 12-year build-
ing period than has the development of any other gection of the city
during an equal period.

Thus, this distinguished editor of the Washington Times
has uppermost in his mind the development of the northern
part of the District and the adjacent communities in Mary-
land.

Is it a question of the hest interests of the Walter Reed
Hospital boys or a question of the development of the northern
part of the District and of Maryland? I do not blame our
colleagues from Maryland for wanting this bill to pass. I
do not blame them at all. It is natural. It is natural that
the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Hrr] should be for it
because the Times says it is to develop a part of Maryland,

Mr. HILL of Maryland, Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. BLANTON. Yes.

Mr. HILL of Maryland. I am not interested in that sec-
tion because it is a wet or a dry section. As a matter of
fact, it is a dry section.

Mr. BLANTON. And the dry section is extending northward,
and a little later on the gentleman will find it will get drier
and drier in and around even the city of Baltimore.

Mr., HILL of Maryland. I want to say to the gentleman
that this part has been getting wetter and wetter.

Mr, BLANTON. Mr. Chairman, this is after all mainly a
question of recognition. You can have two bills of equal
privilege, you know, and the Speaker can recognize the thair-
man whose bill he deems of the most importance, and the
one he deems most urgent. It is a question of recognition
here for us to decide. Which is most Important, protecting
Walter Reed Hospital, or developing northern Washington?
I know it is important to the northern part of the District
to develop it and grant new car service. I do not decry that
at all. The Times editorial and this bill are highly im-
portant to the building up of the northern part of the Distriet,
and I know it is important to certain parts of Maryland in
order to develop them. I do not deny that. The bill is im-
portant for those purposes, but the question is whether those

purposes are of more importance than taking care of the poor,
slck. and erippled men who are in the hospital on their beds—
suffering. They are the ones I have in mind.

Shall we give their interests recognition first, and take
care of them In preference to all of these subdivisions that
have been put on out here along Alaska Avenue? Shall we
think more of the able-bodied individuals who are occupying
those fine new residences along Alaska Avenue in northern
Washington and southern Maryland, or shall we think first
of these suffering boys in the various wards of Walter Reed
Hospital, many of them sometimes suffering torture? I am
for giving recognition to them and taking care of those boys,
and for subjecting this entire bill to their interests.

Here is the administration building [indicating on map].
The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. HitL], who has been a
patient out there, tells us it is just about a block or two
from there to the Georgia Avenue car line. That is not far
for them to go, just a block or two. And he tells you that
Thirteenth Street, if extended, would split this brick adminis-
tration building wide open. If that is the case, then the Four-
teenth Street double street-car line would be only a block

away to the west of the main administration building, and it
cuts off all of these wards here [indicating]. It runs along
all of these wards here [Indicating] and the wards close by,
Our distinguished colleague from Washington, Doctor SuM-
MERS, gives it as his medieal opinion that it will injure
these boys from a medical standpoint as to their health and
also be a dangerous menace to them when they are afflicted
with mental diseases.

Mr. HILL of Maryland. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr., BLANTON. Yes.

Mr, HILL of Maryland. Will the gentleman estimate about
how many city blocks it is from Fourteenth Street to Georgia
Avenue?

Mr. BLANTON. From here [indicating on map]?

Mr. HILL of Maryland. Yes.

Mr. BLANTON. It is probably three and a half or four
blocks.

Mr. HILL of Maryland. Would not the gentleman think it
was a little more than that?

Mr. BLANTON. If the gentleman from Maryland [Mr.
Hiti] says it is a block or two from here |indicating the ad-
ministration building] to Georgia Avenue and this adminis-
tration building is on Thirteenth Street, which is only a block
from Fourteenth Street [indicating], the gentleman himself
would fix it at two and a half or three blocks, but I estimate
it is about four blocks.

Mr, HILL of Maryland. It is a pretty long distance.

Mr, BLANTON. Yes. But let me tell you this: You can
go around these grounds if you want to with your double-
track car line. This Georgia Avenue street-car line, as all of
you know, runs down to Florida Avenue there by the baseball
park. It connects with every ecar line in this District at U
Street and Florida Avenue. It has a street-car connection
where you can get transfers to almost every car line in the
city, Let me call your attention to this fact. Why can they
not extend this Georgia Avenue street-car line in different
directions out into Maryland and take care of your Maryland
people in that vicinity, who are sought to be taken care of by
this bill?

Mr. CHINDBLOM. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. BLANTON. Yes.

Mr, CHINDBLOM. Does the gentleman recall that the pro-
posed extension of Fourteenth Street will pass right through
that portion of the grounds in which are- the buildings now
housing men suffering from mental diseases?

Mr. BLANTON. There is no sort of question about that.

Mr. CHINDBLOM. From mental diseases?

Mr. BLANTON. That is the case. I yield to the gentleman
from Maine.

Mr. HERSEY. T want to know, on account of what you have
said, if you ha\e ever been there?

Mr. BLANTON. O, I have been there numerous times,

Mr. HERSEY. T live right by the side of Walter Reed Hos-
pital, and the proposed Fourteenth Street car line will not
interfere with the mental patients or any other patients there,

Mr. BLANTON. It will run right by this ward?

Mr. HERSEY. That is not a ward. That is where they
tem:hl them industrial work. There are no sick patients there
at all

Mr. BLANTON. Does not the gentleman know that these
wards Lere [indicating on map] are the wards that are used
for the disabled officers?

Mr. LINEBERGER. Will the gentleman yield to me?

Mr. BLANTON. Yes; I yield.

Mr. LINEBERGER. The gentleman says it is used for that
purpose now, but this Is for all time and we have a wonderful
location out there and we may want to use those buildings
some day for an entirely different purpose.

Mr. BLANTON. I want fo say to the distingnished gentle-
man from Maine [Mr. HerseY], because he usually has splendid
judgment, that I am surprised now at his position. 1 follow
him many times, especially on prohibition. “Oufside of our col-
league, the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Hrr], I do not not
know of another ex-service man or an American Legion man
who is in favor of this bill, not one. If the members of the
committee know of any I wish they would give us their names,
I do not know of one who appeared before the committee and
asked that this street-car line be put in there.

Mr. HERSEY. Will the géntleman yield?

Mr. BLANTON. I yield.

Mr. HERSEY. Speaking about those huildings that look like
wards there now, the development of Walter Reed is to be in
accordance with a special plan, and those buildings will come
out of there when that development takes place.
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Mr. BLANTON. Well, maybe so, but when that oecurs, and
they do not any longer have need of the hospital grounds, then
it is plenty of time to open Fourteenth Street through those
grounds with ear lines.

Mr. LINTHICUM, Will the gentleman yleld?

Mr. BLANTON. I regret I have not time. Congress will
still be in session, and there will be bills brought here agaln
on the floor, and the Times will give us instructions as to what
it wants passed, and we will act on their instructions and pass
another bill some time. We can probably do that then; but T
want to say this to the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr.
Rocers] that the gentleman ought not to move to strike out
the enacting clause of this bill, because the gentleman will do
injury to the real necessities of Walter Reed Hospital If he
has the interests of the Walter Reed Hospital boys moast at
heart, the gentleman will not move to strike out the enacting
clause but will do this: On page 2, in line 1, if we wlll strike
out the first three words, “except Fourteenth Street,” and if we
will then strike out all of section 3, we will then elose up all
streets and alleys in the grounds and maintain those hospital
grounds in the way that Congress intended they should be
maintained when they were first procured. That is what ought
to be done with this bill, and there will be such an amendment
offered by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. McKexzie] to
strike ont those three words at the top of page 2, and then
to strike ont all of section 8. That {8 what I tried to get the
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Zranmas] to agree to do this
_ morning. If the gentleman will agree to that, he will not find
many, I believe, who will vote against this bill. That much
of the bill ought to be passed in order to close up all streets and
alleys now in these hospital grounds, and I hope no one will
move to strike out the enacting clause, but that we will adopt
the McKenzie amendments to thus perfect the bill and have
the hospital grounds there maintained permanently for the
benefit of our injured service men.

Mr. McKENZIE. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. BLANTON. Yes. -

Mr.IMCKE'NZIE. Your soggestion is to strike out section 3
entirely.

AMr. BLANTON. Yes; and strike out the first three words
at the top of page 2. May I say this to the gentleman from
Illinois? 1 do not believe there is any man here .who has
studied this bill cloger than he has. Does he not believe that
E'lll reach what ought to be done in connection with this

iL?

Mr, McKENZIE. I will say to the gentleman from Texas
it will satisfy me on the main proposition in the bill and will
keep Fourteenth Street closed, and the other legislation to en-
able them to go around these grounds Is something that ought
to be brought in in another bill, in my judgment.

Mr. CHINDBLOM. WIill the gentleman yield?

Mr. BLANTON. Yes.

Mr. CHINDBLOM. T would like to raise this question as to
striking out the enacting clause. I want to call the gentleman's
attention to the fact thaf this bill has passed the Senate, and
if we simply amend it, we will send it to conference.

Mr. BLANTON. The gentleman need not be afraid about
that. If there is any change in the House plan the House
would hayve a chance to act on it under our rules,

Mr, LINTHICUM., Will the gentleman yield now?

Mr, BLANTON. Yes.

Mr. LINTHICUM. The gentleman stated a while ago that
no veteran had appeared in favor of this bill

Mr. BLANTON. If any have appeared other than the gentle-
man from Maryland [Mr. Hni], I do not know of it

Mr. LINTHICUM. Do you know of any who appeared
against the bill at the general hearing?

Mr. BLANTON. None at all. Whether they knew of it or
not, I do not know.,

Mr. LINTHICUM. It was published in the papers and every-
body knew of it.

Mr. FROTHINGHAM. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. BLANTON. Yes.

Mr, FROTHINGHAM. 1 merely want to ask the gentleman
how much of & hearing the committee had on this bill any-

way?

Mr. BLANTON. I think the committee reported this bill ont
on the strength of past hearings. If they had one on this bill,
I do not know of it. If there is a single—I want to repeat this
because it is important—if there is a single ex-service man
from Walter Reed Hospital, ouiside of our ome colleague here,
who has declared himself in favor of this bill, please tell me
who he is. I yield to any man in the House to tell me that,
Since no one accepts the challenge, I will proceed. I do not
believe these boys out there know anything about this bill

I do believe that they would not agree to it if they did. I
think they ought to be consulted. I think the opinion of Sur-
geon General Ireland against this bill should have more force
and weight here, and the opinion of our distinguished colleague,
Mr. SuamamEers, an eminent physician, who sald it would be
detrimental to the boys to have a double-frack railroad run
through there, ought to have more weight than the desires of
realtors to develop. I think we ought to give more weight {o
their opinions and suggestions than we shonld give to that of
the Secretary of War.

Mr, HERSEY, Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. BLANTON. Yes

Mr. HERSEY. Iwant to say that, of my own knowledge, I
lsmow these hosgpital boys are for the extension of Fourteenth

treet.

Mr, BLANTON. Has the gentleman consulted them?

Mr. HERSEY. I have been at all the meetings.

Mr. BLANTON. The gentleman is referring to citizens' meet-
ings. When did the gentleman consult them?

Mr. HERSEY. They were present at our meetings. I do not
think the gentleman can find a single soldier boy who is
against it

Mr. BLANTON. Well, they did not appear before the com-
mittee reporting this bill. On préhibition questions I would
follow the gentleman from Maine from here to New Zealand,
because he is absolutely sound on prohibition; but I can mnot
follow him on this question. Now, In conclusion let me say
again that I hope the genfleman from Massachusetts [Mr.
RocERs] will not carry out his intention to move to strike out
the enacting clause. Let us properly frame this bill, adopt
the amendments that I have suggested, and we will have a
good bill.

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr, BLANTON. Certalnly.

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts, I should be glad to save In
the bill what is good, but when you work the Fourteenth Street
extension problem out we have got to draft a plan to turn to
the left when you reach the hospital grounds, go north, and
circumnavigate the hospital grounds; that is a matter of engi-
neering, a matter of some difficulty, and I do not think it is the
sort of thing that the House can properly do in a discussion
under the five-minute rule.

Mr. BLANTON. You could do it this way, to strike out,
as I have suggested, the words at the top of page 2, “ except
Fourteenth Street,” and then strike out all of section 3. That
would do exactly what the gentleman from Massachusetts
wants done, You thereby close up the streets and alleys in
the hospital grounds that are now open and which should be
closed, There should be ample hospital grounds for these boys
who are sick, and then we will not Have to fight this question
over again. I doubt If you will be able to get another bill
out of committee, and you have got fo get it out before you
can pass it. We have this bill now on the floor, and we have
a right to pass it, and we can frame it just as we want it by
adopting the amendments that I have suggested

The CHAIBRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Texas
has expired. >

Mr. UNDERHILL. T would like to have the gentleman have
one minute more in order to ask him a question. 4

Mr. BLANTON. The gentleman from Illinols now has all
the time left.

Mr. McKENZIE. I yield to the gentleman one minute more.

Mr. UNDERHILL. I want to say to the gentleman from
Texas that it I8 not necessary to have legislation to go around
Walter Reed Hospital. If the suggestion of the gentleman
from Texas goes through, probably the District Commissioners
and those interested will see to it that there Is a method of
getting around the hospital grounds instead of persisting in
their efforts to go through.

Mr. BLANTON. + I think the gentleman is correct.

Mr. UNDERHILL, Undoubtedly the hespital sooner or later
will have to be abandoned, but we do not need to abandon it

now,

Mr, MILLER of Washington, And it will have to be aban-
doned if it is cut up.

Mr. UNDERHILL. Sure.

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Mr. Chairman, I ask for the reading of
the bill.

The Clerk read as follows:

Be it enacted ete, That in order to provide for the neeessary
extensions and additional buildings te be erected at the Walter
Reed General Hospital, in the District of Columbin, all public streets,
except Fourteenth Street, and alleys inciuded within the area bounded
by BSixteenth Street on the west, Alaska Avenue on the northwest,
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Fern Street on the north, Georgia Avenue on the east, and Aspen
Street, as platted on the official survey map, on the gouth, be, and
the same hereby are, vacated, abandoned, and closed, the portions
of public streets within said area which are hereby abandoned and
closed by this act being known as Thirteenth Street, Fifteenth Street,
Dahlia Street, Dogwood Street, and Elder Street.

Mr. McKENZIE. Mr. Chairman, I offer the following
amendment, to strike out on page 2, in line 1, the words
“exeept Fourteenth Street.”

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Page 2, lne 1, strike out the words *“except Fourteenth Street.”

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, I offer a
preferential motion, to strike out the enacting clause.

Mr. BEGG. Mr. Chairman, a point of order. Can the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts take the gentleman from Illinois
off his feet after he has been recoguized?

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands the gentleman
from Illinois [Mpr. McKexzie] has yielded.

Mr, ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr, Chairman, I think
almost every Member of the House now in the Chamber has
exactly the same purpose as mine in dealing with this legis-
lation. The question is as to the method to be pursued in
order to reach our objective. The gentleman from Illinois
[Mr. McKeExzie] moves to amend by striking out the words
“ except Fourteenth Street™ in line 1, page 2. The effect of
his amendment would be to leave the remainder of the bill so
far as applicable before the House for further consideration.
I have moved, deliberately and after reflection, to strike out
the enacting clause, for this reason: I think there ought to
be an outlet to the north somewhere between Sixteenth Street
and Georgia Avenue. 1 think that northern region ought, for
the general welfare of the District, to be opened up; there
ought to be at least one more through artery to points north,
northeast, and northwest. On the other hand, to work out
that plan will probably involve a further examination of the
whole project. It will perhaps involve an inquiry as to
whether it is practicable to go north on Fourteenth Street
extended to the south line of the Walter Reed Hospital, then
turn west and then north and northeast along the hospital
reservation. My own notion is that some plan like that is
the best way ont for the general welfare, including the welfare
of the hospital patients, Or possibly a subway under the
hospital grounds may be found feasible.

To determine the hest method will require engineering and
investigation. The investigation hitherto made by engineers
of the War Department has been on the theory that we would
bisect the hospital grounds, My guess as to the temper of this
committee is that it will not authorize that. We want to
evolve something else, but we can not do it on the floor of the
House to-day. The best alternative must be worked out by
engineers and surveys in order to achieve the most praecti-
cable plan possible.

Therefore it seems to me that the wisest and the fairest
method of achieving our result is to strike out the enacting
clanse immediately and let the Committee on the District of
Columbia a little later bring in a plan that will achieve the
results we all agree are appropriate.

Mr. HILL of Maryland. As I understand, and I would like
to be corrected if it is not correct, that portion of Fourteenth
Street above the middle line running across is already open,
is it not?

Mr, ROGERS of Massachusefts. There is a kind of street
there, but it looks more like a dump than a street.

Mr. HILL of Maryland. I would like to ask the gentleman
if the whole thing could not be solved by tunneling with an
appropriate service station in the Walter Reed grounds to
serve the Walter Reed people—to tunnel under the southern
portion of Fourteenth Street? Would there be any objection
to that?

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. I think that might well
be a desirable solution and the best solution, but you and I
ecan not decide that here to-day. It involves a question we have
not before us; it involves a question that, so far as we know,
has not been considered by the expert advisers of the Govern-
ment, Furthermore, section 1 involves the closing of certain
other streets with the exception of Fourteenth Street. It is at
least possible—I am not able to make a positive assertion—
that if we deny the opening of Fourteenth Street there may
be some readjustment necessary as to the other streets con-
templated in section 1. In other words, gentlemen, to open
Fourteenth Street is the purpose of the bill before us. It is
part of a general scheme, and everything hangs upon what we
do about Fourteenth Street. If we eliminate the extension of

Fourteenth Street, there is really nothing left of the bill
Therefore we ought to recommit it to the Committee on the
District of Columbia and give that committee a chance to
submit the proposition to us de novo.

Mr. UNDERHILL., Mr. Chairman——

Tl:e CHAIRMAN. For what purpose does the gentleman
rise?

Mr. UNDERHILL. To oppose the amendment to strike out”

the enacting clause. Mr. Chairman, I have refrained from
taking part in this discussion up to the present time, because
at the last session of Congress I opposed the Fourteenth
Streef extension on certain definite grounds, and this bill met
many or most of the objections which I raised at that time,
consequently it would not look well for me to look up further
objections to the bill. I object strenuously to striking out the
enacting clause for the following reasons: If you adopt the
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois, you will really
accomplish something constructive. It is my opinion that no
legislation is necessary to go around the Walter Reed Hos-
pital grounds. That can be done. You do accomplish, how-
ever, the closing of several streets now in the Walter Reed
grounds which are unnecessary when some otlier means are
provided to reach the city from that section of the outskirts
of the city. Now, if you close those streets, if you show that
Congress has some constructive idea on this problem, you will
find that the commissioners and others interested are going
to find a solution of it, and they are going to go around the
hospital grounds. You are going to close up and make one

reservation for the hospital patients for a few years, and then -

later on, maybe 5, 10, or 15 years, you are going to abandon the
hospital in the interests of the growth of the city.

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts,. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. UNDERHILL. I do.

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. If I may state this: If
the motion to strike out theé enacting clause carries, I had
hoped and expected the chairman of the Committee on the
District of Columbia, when he went into the House, to move
that the bill be recommitted to the District of Columbia. Now,
when it goes back to the District of Columbia Committee, that
commifttee will be able to make at their leisure, with expert
assistants probably, the needed program,

Mr. UNDERHILL. The gentleman does not know the Dis-
trict Committee. If you expect to refer this back to the Dis-
trict Committee and get anything out this session, you are
mightily mistaken. This has passed the Senate. At the most
it will go to conference. I have no doubt as to the outcome
of that conference, and that the will of the House will be con-
sidered by the conferees, If you send it back to the committee,
you can not possibly take action on it this session, and we
will lose just that much time:; we will lose all the efforts
put in by the committee, and also lose what has been unheard
of in the committee, at least this session, and that is the prac-
tically unanimous report on a bill without a fight.

Mr. BLANTON. Is not the parliamentary situation this,
that if the committee here adopts the motion of the gentleman
from Massachusetts and strikes out the enacting clause, that
sends It back to the House, and the question before the House
is whether or not we will strike out the enacting clanse?
There will not be a motion to recommit.

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. That is in event the motion
for the previous question is moved and passed, and I propose
to give the gentleman from Maryland so far as I am concerned
an opportunity to get the bill back to the committee.

Mr. BLANTON. But the proponents of this bill who want
these streets opened up will not give that opportunity, but they
will force the striking out of the enacting clause and these
streets ought to be closed up.

Mr. UNDERHILIL. I can not yield further. It has become
almost a habit in the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union to strike ount the enacting clanse of every
bill the District of Columbia Committee reports. It is a wrong
method. If the Distriet of Columbia Committee is unable to
handle a situation—if it brings in a report it ought to be the
moral duty, if it is not the real duty, of the Members of the
House to offer some constructive legislation giving the District
the benefit of their great wisdom.

Mr. OLIVER of Alabama. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. UNDERHILL. I will

Mr. OLIVER of Alabama. From a reading of the hearings
everyone seems to be agreed that these streets should be
closed, and certainly we are accomplishing something construc-
tive and helpful to Walter Reed Hospital by eclosing those
streets.

Mr. UNDERHILL. That is what I am pleading for.

Mr, TILSON, Will the gentleman yield?

S
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Mr. UONDERHILL. I will

Mr. TILSON, What serious objection is there to the plan
suggested by the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Hin] of
making a covered passageway through these grounds? Now,
to have to go around all those grounds for all time to come
for all those people who live north, it is a long time to look
forward to.

Mr. UNDERHILL. My friend from Connecticut need not be
alarmed, They will go around for some time, but the growth
of the city will require the removal of the hospital ultimately.

The CHAIRMAN, The time of the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts has expired.

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent to
proceed for five minutes. -

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the
gentleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

The CHATRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio is recognized
for five minutes.

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the com-
mittee, I have listened with a great deal of interest to the
discussion of this matter of opening a street through the hos-
pital grounds, and I am surprised at the tenacity with which
some gentlemen who are in favor of the measure are persisting
in their advocacy of it at this time.

There are many ways of killing a measure and there are
many ways of getting it by; and while 1 would not for a
minute charge the gentleman from Massachusetts with using a
subtle method of keeping this matter before the attention of a
committee which seems inclined to want to put this street
through, yet I would bring to your attention the fact that now
before the committee there is an opportunity to settle for a
long time the question of cutting up and cutting through this
hospital reservation, and that suggestion has been made by a
number of gentlemen, including the gentleman from Texas
[Mr. Brack] and the gentleman from Texas [Mr. Braxrox]
and others who are anxious to settle for all time the status of
this reservation.

If we knock out the enacting clause at this particular time,
the bill goes back and again becomes a plaything for those
who are dreaming of real-estate development and speculation
beyond the hospital reservation:

Now, there is no question but that those who have this
real-estate development and speculation in mind will find some
way to get around this reservation, and I think we, as the
custodians of the people’s property at this time, when we have
an opportunity to do something constructive, if it is necessary
to do something of that kind in Committee of the Whole, should
take such action as will forever close all these streets and take
the entire matter away from the committee, so that the ques-
tion will be settled, and those who want to speculate in the
northwest will know that this matfer can not be juggled in
the future.

Now is the time fo settle it. I hope this committee will
settle it. 1 do not think we should strike out the enacting
clause, We shonld act on the amendment of the gentleman
from Tllinois [Mr. McKexzie] which seeks to do something
constructive, whereas the motion to strike out the enacting
clause means to make it the plaything hereafter and perhaps
give to the real estate speculators the opportunity to do things
that ought not to be dome. If those who are trying to get
away with this should succeed, it will not be long before they
might want to run streets through Arlington and through
the Soldiers’ Home grounds.

1 believe in development, and I like to see things that are
constructive take place; but here is a subtle proposition to
put it back into committee again. I hope the motion to strike
out the enacting clause will be defeated and that the amend-
ment of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. McKexzig] fo strike
out the three words will be adopted.

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, I would like
to withdraw the motion to strike out the enacting clause, if it
is capable of the construction that has been suggested.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Massachusetts asks
unanimous consent to withdraw his motion to strike out the
enacting clause. Is there objection?

There was no objection.

Mr. McKENZIE, Mr. Chairman, section 1 of this bill pro-
vides for the closing of all the streets to Walter Reed grounds
except Fourteenth Street. The amendment which I have
offered will close Fourteenth Street also. That is what we
want to do. That will be an affirmative declaration of this
House of the policy that we desire to pursue so far as Walter
Reed is concerned.

Another thing: The Senafe has gone on record as favoring
the opening of Fourteenth Street through Walter Reed Hospital
grounds. If the House adopts this amendment it will be at
least notice to the Senate that the House does not approve of
such a proposition. Then, of course, they will not agree to the
amendment, and the bill will undoubtedly go to conference, and
if the Senate persists in desiring to open Fourteenth Street
through the hospital grounds we will meet them at that french,
and this bill will be as dead as if we struck out the enacting
clause; but we wiil have the credit at least of trying to do
something constructive.

I want to say that if this amendment is adopted we will
follow it with others to strike out sections 2 and 3, and thereby
accomplish the purpose in mind of protecting Walter Reed
Hospital. [Applause.]

Mr. HERSEY. Mr. Chairman, I rise in opposition to the
amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Maine is recognized
for five minutes.

Mr. HERSEY. Mr. Chairman, I think there is some misun-
derstanding in the House. The committee reported this bill
favorably ; they were unanimous in their decision. I fear that
there are men in this House who are listen'ng to objections
that are not well founded. Two years ago there was a hearing
had upon this question of opening Fourteenth Street. I think
those are the only hearings that were printed. Objections
were then made fo the extension of Fourteenth Street until

Walter Reed and the surrounding neighborhood had been can-

vassed somewhat in relation to it.

Here is a map before you which represents the situation
upon the ground at the present time. There are a lot of tem-
porary buildings fo be soon taken down. Since two years ago
Walter Reed has had an architect and a landsecape architect—
two architects—to make a plan of the grounds and adapt this to
the extension of the Fourteenth Street car line. The Four-
teenth Street car line, when completed through, will not inter-
fere with any of the new buildings to be erected there. All of
them will be taken down. There are a lot of huildings there
that are not in the way of the Fourteenth Street car line at all.

The Ninth Street car line is on Georgia Avenue and runs to
a certain part of the city, while the Fourteenth Street car line
runs to another section of the city.

Now, I live over near here [indicating on map], and T know
what is going on in that neighborhood. I belong to one of the
communities there that holds its meetings once a month, and
right near the hospital there is another community. Those
communities have met with the Walter Reed Hospital man-
agement, and they have discussed this fully with the Walter
Reed managemenf. The soldiers have attended those meet-
ings, and we know them all, because we are well acquainted
with the soldiers and visit them. This is my neighborhood
here [indicating], and the people there are as much interested
in Walter Reed, its beauty, and everything else, for its care
and benefit, as any Member of this House who does not know
anything about it. [Applause.]

I want to say that this is perfectly agreeable to the people
of this community and to the Walter Reed Hospital manage-
ment, and the Walter Reed Hospital management have made
their plans accordingly. There is no objection from a single
soldier who lives there to the Fourteenth Street car line going
through the reservation.

Mr. MILLER of Washington. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. HERSEY. Yes.

Mr. MILLER of Washington. Where, in the general scheme
of things, is the neighborhood in which the gentleman is
interested?

Mr. HERSEY. My neighborhood is over here [indieating],
and there is another neighborhood.

Mr. KNUTSON. The gentleman uses the Georgia Avenue
car line?

Mr. HERSEY. I use the Georgia Avenue car line, of course,
because there is no Fourteenth Street ear line.

Mr, KNUTSON. The gentleman will not deny that if the
Fourteenth Street ear line is put through, it will eut the
Walter Iteed Hospital reservation in two?

Mr. HERSEY. Well, look at it, gentlemen. Here is the
Walter Reed Hospital reservation from there to there [indi-
cating on map]. Taere are 75 acres in the Walter Tteed Hos-
pital reservation, and where it is proposed fo be cut through
there will not be a building nearer than this big building over
here [indicating], with these temporary buildings out of the
way. All of the Walter Reed Hospital development lies in this
section here [indicating].

Mr. HULL of Iowa. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. HERSEY. Yes.
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Ar. HULL of Iowa. Where is the medical school that is to
cost $750,0007 Where is that located?

Mr. HERSEY. There it is [indicating]. That building is not
yet constructed.

Mr. FROTHINGHAM. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. HERSEY. There is one more thing I want to say before
I conclude. This extension of Fourteenth Street and Alaska
Avenue have no car Hne. There is a large settlement of people
lere [indicating] and it will be further developed. Thosa
people can not possibly reach a car line at all without going
across to Georgia Avenue, which is distant almost eight blocks.

Mr. KNUTSON. But they bave a bus line running on Six-
teenth Street.

Mr. HERSEY. But a bus line does not take the place of
a car line,

The CHATRMAN, The time of the gentleman from Maine
has expired.

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Mr. Chairman, T move to strike out the last
two words. I certainly hope the committee will not adopt this
amendment without puftting some provision in the bill which
will give to the vast territory north of the Walter Reed Hospital
reservation ingress and egress, if it is necessary to circumvent
this hospital ground.

Now, there has been a very bad case of nerves developed
about a street-car line going through this hospital reservation.
The same gentlemen who are opposing the extension of Four-
teenth Street objected to what was originally & medical center,
an idea of the General Staff of the Army, and have never
called attention to the fact that the wounded and disabled
goldiers were placed on the Georgla Avenue car line. It was
the idea to put a medical center at the other end of Hixteenth
Street, with the White House at this end and the medical
center, with a museum and library, at the other end. The
original plan, as presented by the Surgeon General's office,
did not provide for hospital wards between Fourteenth Street
o Sixteenth Street, but provided for a medical center, Here
is a map showing that, drawn in the office of the Surgeon Gen-
eral of the Army,

I want to say that during the months of the war and for a
period after the war the patients at the Walter Reed Hospital
were put on a car line. Where did they put the patients of
Welter Reed Hospital? Did they put them on the Sixteenth
Street end of the reservation among these quiet oaks that have
been spoken of this morning? No. They put the patients of
Walter Iteed Hospital during the war and during some years
following the war on the Georgia Avenue end of the reservation.

They originally made plans to provide for a medical center
on the Bixteenth Street end and made plans which provided
that Fourteenth Street should be extended through this reser-
vation, Then afterwards,’ when they conceived the idea of
this recreation center, they spoke of it as a medieal ecenter
when they came here for appropriations, but when they come
here opposing legislation which will develop that section of
the District and of Maryland they call it the Walter Reed
Hospital grounds.

Originally, it was not intended that Fourteenth Street should
be clesed, but that was one more street they were going to
allow to go through in erder to develop that section of the
District.

Now, I feel, gentlemen of the committee, that if you are
going to adopt this amendment of the gentleman from Illinois
[Mr. McKexzie], which will have the result of closing Four-
teenth Streef, there ought to be some language in the bill
that wounld provide for the carrying of this street around the
hospital grounds.

Mr. BEGG. Will the gentleman permit a guestion right on
that statement?

Mr, ZTHLMAN, Yes.

Mr, BEGG. Would the distances be unreasonable if that
gection In there were boulevarded so that it went around the
hospital? Would that be unfair to the people living above?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. I would say that I think the people who
have bought property and bought homes north of the hospital,
under the impression that Fourteenth Street, which is already
opened to-day more than halfway through the hospital grounds,
was going to be opened, are entifled to that thoroughfare; but
1f you are not going to give them that, you certainly ouglt to
provide in that same bill some method by which the hospitil
grounds can be circumvented.

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Does the gentleman think
it requires legislation to do that?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. I certainly think it does.

Mr. BTUTLER. Will the gentleman indicate bow that can
be done

Mr. ZIHLMAN. The gentleman from Massachusetts made
a very fgir statement on that point and he has gald that it
is an engineering and a technical proposition. It is rather
difficult to frame parliamentary or legislative langnage that
will carry out that purpose, but some one who has sufficlent
technical knowledge ought to offer an amendment to the next
section of the bill providing that that thoroughfare can be
carried around the reservation.

Mr. UNDERHILL: Will the gentleman yield?

Mr, ZIHLMAN. I yield.

Mr., UNDERHILL. Does the gentleman believe there is
anything that would prevent the commissioners from grant-
ing a franchise or a right of way on Sixteenth Street by
Walter Reed Hospital, provided we pass this bill with the
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. I certainly do. It is the adopted policy
of the Commissioners of the District of Columbia not to al-
low any car line on Sixteenth Street, and this car line would
have to be either on the western boundary of the reservation
or on the eastern boundary of Rock Oreek Park across Six-
teenth Street, if it is not extended on Fourteenth Street, and
there will have to be legislation providing for tunneling Six-
teenth Street.

Mr, STEPHENS. Would it not be possible to take some
ground off of the west side of the hospital property for the
car line along Sixteenth Street and Alaska Avenune?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Yes.

The CHATRMAN, Without objection, the pro forma amend-
ment Is withdrawn, and the question is on the amendment
offered by the gentleman from Illinois.

The question was taken; and on a division (demanded by
Mr. Zraraaw) there were—ayes 97, noes 10.

So the amendment was agreed to.

The Clerk read as follows:

8ec. 2. That under and in accordance with the provisions of sub-
chapter 1 of chapter 15 of the Code of Law for the District of Co-
lumbia, the Commissloners of the District of Columbia be, and they
are hereby, authorized and directed to institute In the Bapreme Court
of the District of Columbia a proceeding in rem to condemn the land
that may be necessary for the extension and widening of Fourteenth
Street fronr Montague Street to the sonthern boundary of the Walter
Reed General Hospltal grounds, Nigholson S8treet from Thirteenth
Street to Sixteenth Street, Colorado Avenue from Montagne Street
to Thirteenth Street, Concord Avenue from Sixteenth Street to its
western terminus west of Eighth Street west, Thirteenth Street from
Nicholson Street to Piney Branch Road, and Piney Branch Road from
Thirteenth Btreet to Buttermut Street, all in accordance with the plan
of the permanent system of highways for the District of Columbia, and
Piney Branch Road te a width of not exceeding 60 feet between But-
ternat Street and Blair Road northwest: Provided, however, That of
the amount found to be duwe and awarded by the jury in said proceed-
ings as damages for, and in respect of, the land to be rondemned for
said extensions or widening, plus the cost and expenses of the proceed-
ings hereunder, four-tenths ghall be assessed against the property which
the jury shall find to be benefited.

Mr. ZTHLMAN, Mr. Chairman, I offer an amendmenf, whieh
I send to the desk.

The CHATRMAN. The gentleman from Maryland offers an
amendment, which the Clerk will report.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendment by Mr. Zrinrman: Page 3, line 9, after the word * ben-
efited,” strike out the perfod, insert a comma, and the following lan-
guage: “and the Distriet Commissioners are hereby authorized to
extend Fourteenth Street from the southern boundary of the Walter
Reed Hospital to the western boundary thereof and thence to Alaska
Avenpe.”

Mr. BLANTON. Mr. Chalrman, I make the point of order
against the amendment that it Is not germane fo the paragraph
or to the bill itself. The Chair will note that the primary
purpose of the bill is to extend Fourteenth Street directly north
through the Walter Reed Hospital grounds. There was no
intention on the part of the committee to change the course of
Fourteenth Street at the southern boundary and have it run
west to Sixteenth Street and then north along Sixteenth Street
to Alaska Avenue and along Alaska Avenue, that being the .
intention now of the Zihlman amendment. It is entirely for-
eign to the purpose of the bill and is In no particular germane
to the purpose of the bill

The CHAIRMAN, May the Chair inquire of the gentleman
from Texas what extension and widening of Fourteenth Street
is contemplated in section 27

Mr, BLANTON. The Chair understands that Fourteenth
Streef as it was originally laid out would go through Walfer
Reed Hospital and continue on its northerly course, and the
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purpose of the Zihlman amendment i to have Fourteenth
Street when it reaches the southern boundary of Walter Reed
Hospital not to continue in its course but turn west along the
southern boundary of the Walter Reed Hospital grounds to
Sixteenth Street and then up Sixteenth Street north and then
along Alaska Avenue northeast. There is nothing in this bill
that contemplated any such program as that. That is wholly
foreign to the purposes of the bill

Mr. BEGG. Mr. Chairman, I think just one word will satisfy
the Chair. On page 2, lines 17, 18, and 19, Fourteenth Street
is specifically mentioned. I submit to the Chair that the ger-
maneness has nothing to do with whether Fourteenth Street
runs north for six blocks or runs north for four blocks and
then west for one block and north for one block. The germane-
ness has nothing to do with the direction. Tt is dealing with
the street, and even Fourteenth Street is specifically men-
tioned. Therefore the amendment must be germane to the
paragraph as well as to the bill

Mr, ZIHLMAN. Mr. Chairman, if the Chair will indulge
me, I eall the attention of the Chair to the title of the bill
which is a bill providing for the extension and widening of
Fourteenth Street, and I eall the attention of the Chair also
to the fact that the bill provides for the opening of the street
fully half a mile south of the Walter Reed Hospital Reserva-
tion.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is ready to rule. It seems
clear to the Chair that the amendment is germane to the pro-
vigions of the section and the Chair will overrule the point
of order.

Mr. ZIHLMAN and Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts rose.

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr., Chairman, I rise for
the purpose of asking the gentleman from Maryland a ques-
tion.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Maryland is en-
titled to recogmition on his amendment if he desires it.

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Mr. Chairman, I call the attention of the
committee to the fact that this bill was not primarily in-
tended, as the gentleman from Texas said, to provide for
the opening of Fourteenth Street through the Walter Reed
Hospital Reservation. It provides for the closing of all the
streets through the reservation that are marked in blue and
it provides for the opening of those streets, some of them,
half a mile south of the reservation. Therefore, if it is the
intention of this committee to close Fourteenth Street along
with Thirteenth Street and Twelfth Street, and the other
streets running from east to west, there should be authority
given to the Distriect Commissioners to provide for passing
around the hospital reservation and up Alaska Avenue to
the territory to the north, and all I want to do is to give
that authority to the District Commissioners.

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Ar. Chairman, will the
gentleman yield for a question? ;

Mr. ZIHLMAN, 1 will,

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Is there anything in section
2 as it appears in the printed bill, which is concerned with
the invasion of the Walter Reed Hospital territory? In other
words, does section 2 in any respect require modification as a
result of the committee action just taken on section 17

Mr. ZIHLMAN. I do not quite understand the gentleman’s
question.

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. I want to ask the gentle-
man whether in view of the action just taken by the Committee
of the Whole, as to section 1, any modification is required of
section 2 in the printed text.

Mr. ZIHLMAN. No; I do not think so.

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Is it not a fact that section
2 deals with the acquisition of property south of and altogether
outside of the Walter Reed reservation?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Yes.

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Therefore the gentleman
would say, under the action taken by the committee as to
section 1, that section 2 can stand without modification?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. I should say so,

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. As it now stands it will
carry out the will of the committee?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Yes. The reason why I offered it to section
2 is that section 3 may be stricken ouf, and I would not have
any opportunity to offer it.

Mr. BLANTON. Mr. Chairman, I rise in opposition to the
amendment. I do not know whether the members understand
the purport of the amendment offered by the gentleman from
Maryland [Mr. Ziaumax]. Here is what the gentleman from
Maryland proposes to do. There is an unopened strip between
the present terminus of the Fourteenth Street car line and the

gouthern boundary of Walter Reed Hospital that is not now
open with ear lines.

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Oh, that 1s a full mile from the present
car line to the Walter Reed grounds.

Mr. BLANTON. That is about what I was going to state.
As a matter of fact, it is not a mile, as I understand it, but
about a thousand feet.

- Mr. ZIHLMAN. No; it is more than that; it is about 7,000
‘eet,

Mr. BLANTON. Whatever it is, section 2 of the bill, so
far as opening up that territory is concerned, is a good section.
Just earrying that out will render a great benefit instead of
doing harm, I have no objection to it at all. As a matter
of fact, it really ought to be passed. But here is what the
amendment of the gentleman from Maryland does: After you
open that up and get to the southern boundary line of the
hospital he proposes that you change the course of Fourteenth
Street; that instead of its going north he wants it to go west
along the southern boundary line of the hospital reservation
and then up along Sixteenth Street to Alaska Avenue, and
80 on.

Mr. BYRNS of Tennessee. Would that carry with it the
right of the street ear line to run their cars along there and
up Alaska Avenue and Sixteenth Street?

Mr. BLANTON. If the District commissioners approved
of it.

Mr. BYRNS of Tennessee. It would take affirmative action.

Mr. BLANTON. Yes; not by Congress, but by the commis-
sioners. There may come a time when we will no longer need
the hospital grounds. Of course, I am talking about the future—
in the course of years. Then, with the Zihlman amendment
adopted, you would have a crooked Fourteenth Street with car
lines running west to Sixteenth Street, and then north, when then
it would be a good deal better to go straight ahead. I do not
know that the commissioners of the District want that done.
I do not know that the commissioners of the District want
street car lines running that close to Sixteenth Street. Ii
would spoil Sixteenth Street for a thoroughfare. It has been
understood all along that Sixteenth Street is never to have
a car line on it. I should regret to see a double-track ecar
line along that splendid thoroughfare that runs out to the
country to the morth. The District commissioners may find
another preferable way to get through. By leaving section 2
as it is in the bill, with whatever changes it takes to make it
conform to the MeKenzie amendment, the commissioners have
the right to frame that proposition in a way that will meet
the program of the city with reference to streets and parks.
I hope we will not adopt the amendment offered by the gentle-
man from Maryland to thus twist Fourteenth Street around
S0 many angles.

Mr, HULL of Towa. Mr. Chairman, I want to say a few
words in opposition to the amendment of the gentleman from
Maryland [Mr. Zriarman]. I do not think the House really
understands what that would do. T have been trying to figure
it out in my own mind. It i& a dangerous amendment, it
seems to me, to adopt without investigation. You have per-
fected the bill in such a way that it is a good bill. It should
be passed in the present form. I hope you will not ruin the
bill by putting something on it that may destroy the merits
of the bill. In my opinion there is a way, which the gentle-
man from Illinois has suggested, to get the street-car system
out where they want it without hurting the Walter Reed Hos-
pital grounds. I am inclined to think that the gentleman’s
amendment, if it was carried into effect, will hurt, if not de-
stroy. the Walter Reed grounds. I hope it will not earry.

Mr. McKENZIE. Mr, Chairman, I move a substitute for the
amendment of the gentleman from Maryland, to strike out
section 2.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will suggest to the gentleman
that that is not a proper substitute.

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, I desire to
offer a substitute for the amendment of the gentleman from
Maryland.

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Illinois desire
to debate his amendment? The gentleman can debate it if he
desires.

Mr. McKENZIE. I will wait until the genfleman from
Massachusetts offers his substitute.

The Clerk read as follows:

Sabstitute by Mr. Roemrs of Massachusetts for the amendment
offered by Mr. ZinLymaN: Page 3, line 9, after the word * benefited,”
insert “ the District commissioners are hereby authorized to run a street
west from Fourteenth Street along the southern boundary of the Walter
Reed Hospital Reservation te the southwest corner.”
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Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, the effect of
this amendment is simply to give an ountlet te Fourieenth
Street when extended to the south line of the hospital land. I
think it does not do anything wery different from that proposed
to be accomplished by the amendment of the gentleman from
Maryland. The only -objectien to the amendment of the gen-
tleman from Maryland is that it calls an east to west street
Fourteenth Btreet when it ought mot, and it calls the street
Fourteenth Street even when it runs north and northeast
along the line of Sixteenth Btreet and Alaska Avenue.

It seems to me that what we want te accomplish is to get
an outlet to the west from Fourteenth Street extended so
that there will not be a dead end at the sonthern point of the
Walter Reed Hespital grounds where Fourteenth fireet strikes
the hospital line.

Mr. HULL of Iowa. Would the Walter Reed Hospital be
expected to furnish the land on which this street is situated?

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. Not at all The amend-
ment would allow the street to be ron along the suuthern
boundary of the Walter Beed Hospital. T think it wonld be a
good thing from the standpoint of the hospital as well as of
the public to have that street so extended. We ought to
encourage a car-line service for the soldiers and the employees
of the hospital as well as for those who live morth of this

Mr, HULL of Iowa. Are not there streets south of Walter
Ileed Hospital ever that line they could run on? Surely, there
are several from the end of the line at the present time to the
Walter Reed Hospital. It is over a mile.

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. I think there are no streets
near by now, but, of course, they can be ent. My theory, how-
ever, is that it is a good thing for the Walter Reed Hespital
reservation to be flanked by a street and ultimately by a car
line along its sonthern boundary line.

Mr. HERBEY, Will the gentleman yield right there?

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts, Certainly.

Mr, HERSEY. The amendment of the gentleman from Illi-
nois [Mr. McKexzie] striking out section 2 would strike out
the authorization for the opening of a great many other streets
that ought to be epened -different from Fourteenth Street.

AMr, ROGERS of Massacbusetts. I see no reason why sec-
tion 2 ghould be stricken out. The gentleman from Illinois
and myself are in the most eomplefe accord as to the objeclive
sought by his earlier amendment. It seems to me that the
retention of section 2 is absolutely in line with the action that
the icanmiu;ae has taken in connection with the amendment to
section

Mr. BEGG. 'Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. ROGERS of Massachubetts, I will.

Mr. BEGG. Is the gentleman sure that if Fourteenth Street
is continued out to the hospital grounds and these property
holders this side of the hospital grounds want to donate land
for a street, is the gentleman sure that the cify commissioners
would need authorization from Congress fo put that street
through? : :

Mr. ROGERS of Massachusetts. The gentleman from Mary-
land, who is well versed in these matters, says that it would,
I have no personal information or opinion.

Mr, BEGG. Will the gentleman yield for a further question?

Mr, ROGERS of Massachusetts. Surely.

Mr, BEGG. The gentleman knows that daily almest there
are allotments laid out in this city and new streets located.
Now, I have not been here very long, but in five years I do not
recall our passing on any location of streets. :

Mr. BOGERS of Massachusetts. I do not think there can
be any harm in giving that anthority, even assuming that the
authority already exists. :

Mr., BEGG. Mr, Chairman, the only time I care to take of
the comunittee is this, It seems to me rather foplish for this
House, in committee this afternoon, with no maps, no en-
gineers' reports, mor anything to try to run a street from
Fourteenth Street to Sixteenth Street. Now, it seems to me,
if it is not contrary to the general plan of the city already
adoped, the city commissioners can establish p street any
place they want to if the property holders owning the property
are willing to donate the property for street purposes, and if
I am corteet in that eontention it seems to me we are abso-
lutely working in the dark. I think both amendments ought
to be defeated, so far as I am concerned, and both paragraphs
ought to be kept in there in order to continue to keep the
street up to where it now stops at the end of the hospital
line,

Mr. GARRETT of Texas. If the gentleman will yield, as
a matter of law the commissioners have that right now. If
the amendment offered is changed, would it not be construed

to mean that it conveys the right to the commissioners to pass
over a sufficient portion of the southern boundary line of the
Walter Reed Hospital to get out Bixteenth Street.

Mr. BEGG. I think if we put this amendment on we are
authorizing the commissioners to condemn private and Goy-
ernment property——

Mr. HERSEY. The commissioners can not open a street
without the consent of Congress.

Mr. BEGG. I rather think the genfleman is in error.

Mr. BLANTON, The gentleman from Maryland is right

Mr, BEGG. I think the gentleman from Texas is in error.
I have been here five years and -there was never a single
time vacated streets in the northwest part of Washington
where there have been thousands of houses built. I would
like to ask the gentleman from Texas [Mr. Brawrtox], who
claims to know more about the District, ag far as lts needs
are concerned—— :

Mr. BLANTON. Oh, no.

Mr. BEGG. If we ever vacated any streets beyond Wis-
consin Avenue within the past year, or any other streets?

Mr. BLANTON. No. In regard fo new additions the com-
missioners already have authority; but in regard fo the old
established streets, like Fourteenth Street, we have authority.

Mr, BEGG. If the property holders want fo donate & new
street from Fourteenth to Sixteenth Street to the city, we do
not need to have an act; the commissioners have anthority.

Mr. BLANTON. But the genfleman does not want a dead
end.

Mr. BEGG. If the property holders want it, I want it; but
it does not make any difference fo me. I would rather have
a dead end than an open end wrongly placed by a crowd of
men in the Hall of Congress without any maps or any en-
gineering report.

Mr. McKENZIE. Mr, Chalrman, if this section is to remain
in the bill—and it seems to be the consensus of opinion that
it would be better to leave it in than to strike it ont—I think
the amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts should
be adopted, at least to show the feeling of Congress with re-
gard to this matter. Now, if we go ahead and simply order
Fourteenth Btreet opened up to the hospital grounds, to the
southern boundary of the hospital grounds, the dead end, as it
has been called, then the argument will be, and it ean be made
with a great deal of foree, that CUongress, having done this
and provided for mo outlet, then it must be we must go
through the grounds. Now, my thought about it is this, that
the street-car company in constructing a street-car line and
going under Sixteenth ®treet and then paralleling ®ixteenth
Street and back to this avenue we spoke of this morning in
the earlier part of this debate, it would not run mp to the
hospital grounds flush, but they would probably angle for some
congiderable distanee away from the grounds and reach this
depression under Sixteenth Street. Then they would go up
along on the land of the park and come under Sixteenth Street
and go on. But if we are going to leave this section 2 in, I
think as a matter of declaration on the part of Congress, em-
phasizing the fact that we -do mot want them to go through
Sixteenth Street, to say that we want them to have a right to
go out to Bixteenth Street, is a good argument.

Mr, BEGG. Instead of stopping all the other street open-
ings that are not objected to, why not strike out that part re-
lating to the opening and condemning of the Fourteenth Street
extension?

Mr, McKENZIBE, I think I will offer that as an amendment
or substitute,

Mr. OLIVER of Alabama. Mr. Chariman, I think it wonld
be a mistake to adopt the amendment offered by the gentleman
from Massachusetts [Mr. Rocess]. His own statement made
to the House a few minutes ago in support of bis motion to
strike out the preamble, in my judgment, shews that it would
be unwise to adopt his amendment. The House will recall
that he then felt this bill should be gent back to the commitiee
in order that it might congult with the District engineer and
provide how Fourteenth Street could be extended so as to
connect with Sixteenth without passing over any part of the
grounds of the Walter Reed Hospital. New, if the amendment
offered by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. McKenzie] is
adopted this whole matter will be thrown into conference and
the conferees will be authorized to go carefnlly over the matter
with the District engineer, so as to intelligently recommend
how the different street extensions referred to in section 2 of
the bill ean be best accomplished.

The Hounse by striking out in the first section the words
4 except Fourteenth Btreet" has now voted to close all streeis
in so far as they intrude on the hospital grounds. The
conferees then will be clothed with full authority to make
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recommendations relative to the extension of these streets, sub-
ject to two limitations on which the House has just expressed
itself, namely, that no street must enter on or cross over any
part of the hospital grounds and that no street-car line shall
be located on or along Sixteenth Street. Subject to these limi-
tations, the conferees are quite free to reach some agreement
looking to an extension of the streets so that a conmeetion can
be had with Sixteenth Street.

_ The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amend-

ment to the amendment.

The question was taken, and the Chalrman announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. BEGG. Mr. Chairman, let us have a division.

The CHAIRMAN. A division is ealled for.

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 28, noes 23.

So. the amendment to the amendment was agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN. The question now s on -agreeing to the
amendment offered by the gentleman from Maryland [Mr.
Zianman] as amended.

The question was taken, and the Chairman announced that
the ayes appeared to have it

Mr. OLIVER of Alabama. A division, Mr. Chairman,

The CHATRMAN. The gentleman from Alabama demands
a di\;ision.

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 34, noes 17.

So the amendment as amended was agreed to.

Mr. McKENZIE. Xr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent
to insert in line 8 of page 2, after the word * Street,” the
words * Fourteenth Street™

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illinois asks unani-
mous consent to return to the first section for the purpose of
offering an amendment. Is there objection?

There was no objection.

The CHAIRMAN, The Clerk will report the amendment,

The Clerk read as follows :

Amendment offered by Mr, McKexzie: Page 2, line 8, after the
word * Street,” insert the words * Fourteenth Street.”

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. CHINDBLOM. Mr. Chairman, I offer an amendment.

The CHATRMAN. There is an amendment pending, to strike
out the seetion,

AMr. CHINDBLOM. I want to offer a perfeeting amendment.
On line 14 of page 2 strike out the second word “and,” and on
line 15 of page 2 strike out the word * directed.”

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment
offered by the gentleman from Illinois,

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendment offered by Mr. CHiNDELOM: Page 2, live 14, after the
word * authorized,” strike out the words * and directed.”

Mr. CHINDBLOM. Mr. Chairman, it may well be, in view
of the changes' that have been made in the bill or that will
be made if the House approves the action of the eommittee,
and particularly in view of the last amendment offered by the
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Zigcman], as amended by the
amendment offered by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr.
Roaers], that the Commissioners of the Distriet may not find
it conformable to the best interests of the District to proceed
with the condemnation of land for all of these streets just as
it is provided in the bill. For that reason I think it ought to
be left optional with them as to whether they will proceed or
not.

Mr. BLANTON. T think the gentleman s eminently cor-
rect. We ought not to direct them. They ought to have dis-
cretion. :

Mr. CHINDBLOM. By using these words “and directed”
we compel them to aect, even against their own best judgment.
They have the positive orders of Congress to proceed and con-
demn these streets. I hope the amendment will prevail

Mr, ZIHLMAN. I accept the amendment.

The CHAIRMAN, The question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment. :

The amendment was: agreed to.

Mr. BLANTON. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent
to revise and extend the remarks I made on this bill

Mr. McKENZIE, Mr. Chairman, in view of the situation I
withdraw my metion to strike out seetion 2.

The CHATRMAN. The gentleman from Illinois asks unani-
mous consent to withdraw his motion to strike out section 2.
Is there objection? [After a pause.] The Chair hears none.

The Clerk read as follows:

See. 8. That when Fourteenth Street shall be opened for traflle
to the south boundary of the property known as the Walter Reed Gen-

eral Hospital grounds, numbered for purposes of assessment and taxa-
tion as parcel 89 sub 7, the control and jurisdiction of that part of
Fourteenth Street as Inid down on the plan of the permanent system
of highways of the District of Columbia which lles within the said
hospital grounds shall mmediately pass to the Commissioners of the
District of Columbia, the same fn all respects as other streets and
avenues In the District of Columbia: Provided, That the grade of the
etreet throngh the hospital grounds shall be subject to the approval
of the Secretary of War.

Mr. McKENZIE. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out sec-
tion 3.

The guestion was taken, and the motion was agreed to.

The Clerk read as follows:

8ec. 4. That an amount sofficient to pay the necessary costs and
expenses of the condemnation proceedings taken pursuant hereto and
for the payment of the amounts awarded as damages iz hereby author-
ized, payable out of the revenues of the District of Columbia; the
amounts colleeted as benefits to be covered into the Treasury of the
United States to the eredit of the revenues of the District of Columbia,

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Mr. Chairman. I move to strike out the
numeral “4” and insert the numeral “3,” section 3 having
been stricken out.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Maryland offers an
amendment, which the Clerk will report.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendment offered by Mr. Zrmraax: Page 3, line 23, strike out
the figure "“4 "™ and insert in lieu thereof the figure “8."

The question was taken, and the amendment was agreed to.

The CHATRMAN, The Chair is under the impression that
he did not put the unanimous-consent request of the gentleman
from Texas. The gentleman from Texas [Mr. Branton] ssks
unanimous consent to revise and extend the remarks he made
on this bill. Is there objection? [After a pause.] The Chair
hears none,

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee
do now rise and report the bill back to the House with the
amendments, with the recommendation that the amendments
be agreed to and that the bill as amended do pass.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly the committee rogse; and the Speaker having
resumed the chair, Mr. Sanpers of Indiana, Chairman of the
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, re-
ported that that committee having had under consideration
the bill (8. 114) to vacate certain streets and alleys within the
area known as the Walter Reed General Hospital, District of
Columbia; and to anthorize the extension and widening of
Fourteenth Street from Montague Street to its southern terminus
south of Dahlia Street, Nicholson Street from Thirfeenth Street
to Sixteenth Street, Colorado Avenue from Montague Street to
Thirteenth Street, Concord Avenue from Sixteenth Street to its
western terminus west of Eighth Street west, Thirteenth Street
from Nicholson to Piney Branch Road, and Piney Braneh Road
from Thirteenth Street to Butternut Street, and for other pur-

_poses, had directed him.to report the same back to the House

with sundry amendments, with the recommendation that the
amendments be agreed to and that the bill as amended do pass.

Mr. ZITILAMAN. My Speaker, I move the: previous question
on the bill and amendments to final passage.

The previous question was ordered.

The SPEAKER. Is a separate vote demanded on any amend-
ment? If not, the Chair will put them en gross. The question
is on agreeing to the amendments.

The amendments were agreed to,

The SPEAKER. The question is now on the third reading
of the Dbill

The bill was ordered fo be read a third time, was read thae
third time, and passed.

The SPEAKER. Without objection, the title will be amended
to conform with the bill as amended.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER, Without objection, a similar House bill
will be Iaid on the table,

There was no objection.

On motion of Mr. BraxTon, a motion to reconsider the vote
whereby thie bill was passed was laid on the table.

IMMIGRATION RILL

Mr, JOHNSON of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I present a
conference report on the immigration bill for printing under
the rules.

The Clerk read the title of the blll as follows:

A bill (H. R. 7995) to lmit the immigration of allens into the
United States, and for other purposes.
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APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE DEPARTMENTS OF STATE AND JUSTICE,
AND FOE THE JUDICTIARY, AND FOR THE DEPARTMENTS OF COM-
MERCE AND LABOR

Mr, SHREVE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
take from the Speaker's table H. R. 8350, a bill making appro-
priations for the Departments of State and Justice, and for the
judiciary, and for the Departments of Commerce and Labor,
disagree fo the Senate amendments, and ask for a conference.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania asks
unanimous consent to take from the Speaker’s table H. I.
8350, disagree to all Senate amendments, and ask for a con-
ferenee. Is there objection?

Mr. GARRETT of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, reserving the
right to object, ig that satisfactory to the minority?

Mr. SHREVE, Yes; I have already consulted with the
gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Oniver], who is the ranking
minority member.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? [After a pause.] The
Chair hears none.

The Chair appoints the following conferees: Mr. SHREVE,
Mr. Tixgman, and Mr. Oniver of Alabama

REVENUE BILL

Mr. GREEN of Towa. Mr, Speaker, T ask unanimous con-
sent to take from the Speaker’s table the revenue hill, disagree
to the Senate amendments, and ask for a conference,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa asks unanimous
consent to take from the Speaker’s table the revenue bill, dis-
agree to all Senate amendments, and ask for a conference. 1Is
there objection? [Affer a pause.] The Chair hears none,

The Chair appoints the following conferees: Mr. Greex of
TIowa, Mr. Hawiky, Mr, Treapway, Mr. Gaener of Texas, and
Mr. Corriee.

THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION

Mr. OLIVER of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent to revise and extend my remarks.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Alabama asks unani-
mous consent to revise and extend his remarks in the Recozp.
Is there objection?” [After a pause.] The Chair hears none.

Mr. OLIVER of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, the American Dar
Association has rendered an invaluable public service in stim-
ulating during the past 12 months a study of the Federal Con-
stitution, and the practical resunlts accomplished are such as
to justify an earnest hope that the work so splendidly begun
will be continued.

Early in the fall of 1923 practically all of the national civie
organizations devoted a week to the study of our fundamental
law in accordance with a program carefully prepared by the
American Bar Association. Later, through its influence, a
group of great newspapers arranged a nation-wide contest
between high-school students from every section. This con-
test resulted in many thousands of addresses dealing with
the Constitution of the United States being carefully prepared
and delivered by the youth of our country before assembled
audiences which, in the course of the various stages of the
contest, are estimated to have exceeded 12,000,000,

In my home State of Alabama the Age-Herald, one of the

leading newspapers of the Sounth, published at Birminglam,
devoted great publicity and fine inspirational effort to making
the contest a success. I was so impressed with the importance
nnd far-reaching results of this contest sponsored by the news-
papers that I wrote to Hon. F. I. Thompson, editor of the Age-
Herald, for a copy of the first-prize oration awarded to Mr.
Jack Turner, a 16-year-old student of the John Herbert Phillips
High School, of Birmingham, who was one of the final seven
national contestants. Mr. Thompson, in his reply, well states
the purpose of this contest, which I take the liberty of here
quoting:

In promoting this contest the Age-Herald was moved by at least a
dual consideration. In the first place, the purpose was to bring the
meaning of the Constitution emphatically to the attention of the people
in gnch a manner as to Impress them with its fundamental significance
to the American Nation. In the second place, in the midst of criticisms
of our constitutional establishments, including the indispensable func-
tions of the Supreme Court and at a time when radical and bizarre
influences are unduly aggressive, the Age-Herald was convinced that the
Constitution itself and its wise and comprehensive provisions form the
most complete, foreible, and irrefutable arguments in its favor.

Nowhere is there to be found more genuine reverence for our institutions
nor more sgincere love of country than among the young men and young
women on the very threshold of life, with their ideals yet unspoiled and
with thelr minds still plastic to receive these indelible impressions that
ghall color their ideas and opinions throoghout life. Nowhere else is
there to be found that enthusiasm which bridges all chasms and leaps

all sophistry. Nowhere else would it be possible to find a more dis-
interested support of the document on which onr Government is
founded. From no other source would the citizenship more cordially
receive and approve the well-deserved enlogics of the Constitution
which the young women prepared and delivered in such unselfish
purpose.

The Age-Herald regards it as a distinction and high privilege of
public service to have acted as spomsor in Alabama for this contest.

The Constitution is based on the tried and tested principles of fair- .

nesd, llberty, and justice which the centurles have proved to be
eternal and irreplaceable. A study of this document of the ages is
the most deadly blow that can be struck at the specious and spurlouns
doctrines that are now current. The contest, it is hoped, is not the
end, but the beginning of a more intensive understanding of the
American Constitution, the corner stone of our form of Government,
which is already the object of the admiring regurd of the whole world.

The following is a copy of the very splendid and interesting
oration by Mr. Turner:

“When the doors of Independence Hall were thrown open,
September 17, 1787, proclaiming the close of the Constitutional
Convention, the world received not only & model Constitution
but the answer to the question which had confronted students
of political science since the dawn of history—the question
of whether or not liberty and union could be successfully
united. Every nation in every age has attempted in some
measure to realize this golden ideal in government, Glorious
Greece walked forth in the pride of her freedom, so Intent
on llberty that she forgot the need, the necessity, of union,
and Greece perished. Mighty Rome fostered and exalted
union for its strength and power, until she became a tyrant,
and Rome fell,

“Then how did America find the solution to the problem
over which the ancients labored through the ages! Why
did America sncceed? It was not that there arose a patriotic

Moses, who led us out of the political wilderness, nor was _

it that we were blessed with some superminded philosopher
who devised a perfect system for us to follow. The secret
of the solution lies in the document which since its birth
has been the classical model for hundreds of Republies—
those fundamental laws, the American Constitution. It was
the product of the reasoning of 50 of our statesmen, (he
greatest of the eighteenth century, and the fact that these
men succeeded in  establishing a Constitution which has
solved the ancient problem is not proof or even suggestion
that their work was accidental. The fact that this law has
been our rule without change for a century and a half, which
has seen more scientific advancement than all the time of
man hefore them, does not tell us their work succeeded by
chance,

“That convention, which was destined to draw up ‘ the most
wonderful work ever strock off at a given time by the brain and
purpose of man,” wias, as Jefferson said, ‘an assembly of the
demigods,’” and the document which was formed through the in-
tellectusal rensoning and understanding employed by the writers
does approach so near to perfection it would seem that I'rovi-
dence must have been their guide sand Inspiration. In the
group there were representatives from all the walks of life. In
thinking, however, they were philosophers, broad-minded and
prophetic minded. In fact, they foresaw an Immediate era of
mechanical and scientifie discovery. Knowing that changes in
the Constitution would be necessary with such advancement,
they determined to make this supreme law flexible and elastic,
vet firm and durable, It is true that these men, no matter how
wise, could not determine in detail the nature of the coming
progress, but they had one constant, tangible element upou
which they could base all of thelr articles—human nature,
They knew, as we know, that human nature, with all its emo-
tions, jealousies, weaknesses, and virtues, had been the same
when the great pyramids were built as it was in their time.
They knew also that it would continue to be fundamentally the
same affer those pyramids had crumbled to dust, and it was
upon this basic understanding that they built their reasoning.

“ It is not profitable to look into the past unless we are solving
through the past problems of the future. Our question is
whether or not the United States will continue to exist as the
model” Republic of freedom and justice and whether our Con-
stitntion will always serve as practically as it has served for a
hundred and fifty years. As we look back we are inspired with
a feeling of confidence. We think of how these supreme laws
were born in the minds of our pioneer statesmen in that age
that *tried men’'s souls.” We recall how their patriotic desires
lacked the urge of personal prufit. We think of how those
13 States which were held loosely together by that rope of
sand, the Articles of Confederation, became firmly united by the
American Constitution. We remember how a national soirit




1924

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE

8385

gpring up, which has grown with a religions fervar throughout

the years, and then we recall how this document which was our’

guide through the nneertain time of birth again suffered severe
strain fourscore and seven years later. But we remember also
how it survived this the most terrible of civil wars amd how
those States were brought back together under the same flag,
the same President, and under that same Constitution. They
reanited to form the most prosperous Nation on earth. Soon
they held the world's balance of power, and when the dark
clouds of war Novered over the entire world in 1914, when Mars
threatened to wipe out all humanity, the United States of

America intervened and the world was made ‘safe for democ- |

racy.
“As we look back into the strains and storms our Constitution
has stood, from the strife that existed in the beginning through
the gash made by Civil War and even through the experience
undergone in the receat holocaust of ° deliberate scientific de-
struction,” we have a right to believe, if it is preperly under-
stood amd judiciensly interpreted, it will carry us and our
prosperity on ferever, But there is eme recurring question left
to us and our descendents. We know, as the framers knew,
that ‘ new occasions teach new duties’ and that censtitutional
modifieations will be necessary Inorder to progress with science
and civilization, If there were such a thing as science and
civilization standing still, we could leave our Constitution as

it is, and we would continue to exist forever ag we do to-day. |

But that is impossible.

“This generation and the generations to eome will have the
problem of making such amendments as their respective modern
ages may require. There is one rule for us to follow. The
preamhle of the Constitution mmst be our guide. We must bear
in mind thai there are cértain fundamental laws which embody
man's inalienable rights. Our forefathers recognized that these
rights haf been given man by Almighty God and that their duty

was only to shield and guard them. They recognized, as the |

* preamble bears witness, that the personal liberties gmaranteed
to every citizen must not only be preserved but must be pro-
tected. If you and I would lay claim to these guaranties of the
Comstitution, we should first of all make sure that we have
fully complied with the recognized duties of American citizen-
ship. Having measured up te this standard, if we will exercise

* an attitade of alert vigilance, if we will constanfly wateh the
legislative movements of our Government, if we will always
remember the momentous significance of the preamble, then
‘that government of the people, by the people, for the people,
shall not perish from the earth.'”™

The following excellent article on * Representative govern-
ment * by Hon. John B. Knox, a distinguished citizen and law-
yver of Alabama, and president of the Censtitutional Conven-
tion of Alabama of 1801, will prove of interest and help to stu-
dents of the Counstitution :

I

In establishing this Government our fathers steered away from the
direct and -discredited democracies of Greece and Rome and estab-
lisked here under a written Coustitution a represemtative Republie,
which Mr, Gladstone in truth declares was the finest piece of gov-
erument making ever struck off by any set of men in a given time,

It furnishes the one suceessfnl apttempt at government of the people,
by the peaple, and for the people, in the history of the world.

It has succeeded not as in Greeee and Rome, by assembling the people
en masse te try cases and pass laws, but by dividing the Government
into three coordinate branches, the executive, legislative, and judicial,
each separate and independent of the other, and each equal in dignity
and in power. More than this, it is one Government as to national
afairs and foreign relations, and many separate governments as it
uffects the Jocal and domestie interests of the people. Unsettle this
balsnce, make one branch of the Guvernment subordinate to another,
amd you overthrow your Constitution and plant seeds for the destruc-
tion of your Government and the less of your liberties.

And mark you, each in its respective capacity is appointed by and
is ‘the gervamt and representative and under the cantrol of the
American people.

Now, if the people can sppeint n good Executive they can appoint
goel legislntors and a good judiciary. The fault, if fault there be,
is mot with the system, but with the people themselves.

IT

Again, each department of this Government is a trustee to the people
both for upholding and for administering its own jurisdiction—not
upon Democrats nor upon Republicans, but upon Democrats and Repub-
licans alike when .an jesue arises which involves the prerogative of
the branch of the Government which he is intrusted to administer. The

power to declare war, for instance, is Invested by the Constitution in
Congrees, and Congress would render itself infamous should it allow

this power to be unsurped by the Executive. On the other hand, the
pawer of making treaties of peace, and other treaties, is invested in
the President * by mnd with the advice and conzent of the Sepate,” amd
each would be recveant to its-duty and vnfaithful to its trust shemld
it fail to perform its proper function.

It

But please ohserve, the power of negotiafing and making treaties of
peace was not invested in the Executive alone. The Constitution pro-
vides that the President " shall have power, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds of the
Senators present concur.” In this duty then the Benate exercises
quasi executive functions. It is in & certain sense a coexecutive with
the President.

Our fathers who rescued from the wilderness the magnificent damain
we enjoy, who framed ounr Constitution and established this Gov-
ernment, it seems, did not altogether confide in the superlative wisdom
and inspired altrulsm of either department of the Government, and
hence the system of checks and balanceg and divided authority pro-
wided in the Constitution, the wisdom of which i1s every year becoming
more apparent.

An examination, therefore, by the Eenate of the terms of this treaty
is not a presumption. In doing so it exercises not only a high pre-
rogative but discharges a sacred obligation.

Again, by and with * the advice and consent” means more than
mere consent. It means that the Benate sghall be fully informed,
shall be frankly consulted, and as in the case of a consulting physician
exercise its independent judsment.

If the Executive refuses to extend to it the confidence to which
it is entitled, the Senate mmy and should Indefinitely withhold Hs
congent until fully informed as contemplated in the Constitution.

v

In the Long Parlinment in England and in the States General in
France the legislative branch beheaded the Chief Executive, usurped
every function of government, and assomed absolute dominion with
a result which should not, it would seem, invite emulation. But
that you say was long apo; men are better mow., And yet for the
adoption of reconstruction measures growing out of the Civil War
we find a partisan majority seeking to override .and ifmpeach the
Executive merely because in the conscientions exercises of his execu-
‘tive prerogative he resisted a movement te place the heels of more
than 4,000,000 slaves upon the necks of their former masters, The
message in which President Johnson vetoed this inhuman reconstrue-
tien measure is well known, and Is one of the ablest ever delivered
by any President. He retsined AMr. Linceln's Cabinet and endeavored
te carry out his policies as the diary of Gifleon Welles, Secrctary of
the Navy in both Cabimets, will sufficiently show. But what is not
€0 well known is that Mr. Charles Summer, who lead this movement,
some years later confessed to Senator Hendersen, -of Missouri, who
with six others went against his party smd successfully resisted
these impeachment proceedings, that in that vote he, Henderson, was
right, and he, Sumner, was wrong.

But if the dominance of the legislative branch is damgerous, the
dominance of the executive branch is more damgerons, as witness our
neighbor Republic of Mexico. Mr. Diaz, if I mistake not, commenced
his administration under a constitution wihich precluded his being
hls own successor. With a well-organized machine and an srmy he
persuaded the people to remove the restriction and continuned in ab-
solute power practically for life. Who is so dense as not to know
that Central and South America present a constellation wf republics
with constitutions in form as good as ours, ruled by dictators, who
call themselves Presidents, and where it Tequires an army and =
revelution to change an administratiom.

Napeleon, too, was a man of the people—a man who {defied liberty
only to overthrow It—and whose beau ideal was not France, -but
the house of Bonaparte!

Idealismm with some exocutives begins and ends with the L

v

And fivally, In this day of spirit rappings and world visions, of
anarchy and radicalism, of the enslrining of every new fad and
dogma simply becanse it is new, of the wasteful expenditure of
billions of dollars of the people's money withaut any adequate check
or commission therefor only to be ground from them later by ap-
pressive taxes, what our couniry needs in religion and in statesman-
ship is a new baptism in orthodoxy and in conservatism.

My complaint is net against a political party. All government by
the people must needs be party government. The country needs and
must bave two great partles, not sectional, but mational, the one a
check on ‘the other, the principles and policies of which are openly
stated and sincerely advocated before the bar of public opinion. Our

danger is net in constitutional government, but in persensl govern-
ment backed by secret organizations, which multiply with remarkable
rapidity, which are absorbing every branch of business activity, and
last but pot least has invaded and seized even fbe police power of
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the Government, thereby menacing the whole country with a state
of absolute lawlessness!

We have seen that political parties can be patriotie,

We have seen the Democratic Party as one man support Mr.
McKinley in the Spanish-American War, and the Republican Parly as
one man support Mr. Wilson in the greatest war of all times.

It may be and the time may not be far distant when sanother
coalition of every patriotie citizen without regard to past party
affiliations may be demanded for the preservation of our property,
of our liberty, and even of life itself:

In the meantime, let us, Democrat and Republican alike, go back
io the Constitutlon, the aegis of our protection, the inherited Maguna
Charta of our liberty.

Let us make it and enshrine it as our statue of liberty. And with
united volees let us say to all bolsheviki, to all open or secret con-
gpiracles against law and order, as Lord Bulwer makes Richelien to
Bay:

“Around her form I draw
The awful circle of our solemn church;
Let but man place foot within that holy ground,
Aud on his head, yea though he wear a crown,
I launch the curse of Rome!"
REGULATION OF THE PRACTICE OF OPTOMETRY IN THE DISTRICT
OF COLUMBIA

Mr. ZIHLMAN, Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve
itself into the Committee of the Whole House on the state of
the Unlon for the consideration of H. 1. 3236, a bill to regulate
the practice of optometry in the District of Columbia.

Mr. BLANTON. Mr., Speaker, will the gentleman from
Maryland yield?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Yes.

Mr. BLANTON. There was a program agreed upon on bills
which if followed would finish the Gilbert bill. We are about
two-thirds through that bill, and we ought to finish it one
,way or another. We have exhausted all general debate on it.
The bill has been read, and there was a motion to strike out
the enacting clause, which failed, and it will take only a short
time to finish it,

Mr, UNDERHILL. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. BLANTON. Yes.

Mr, UNDERHILL. The gentieman from Kentucky [Mr. Gro-
peRT] is not here, and it would be hardly fair to take up the
bill in his absence.

Mr. BLANTON. I know he is necessarily deftained, hut,
nevertheless, I think we ought te take up that bill,

Mr, ZIHLMAN, I will say to the gentleman from Texas that
I understand there is going to be a great deal of opposition
to that bill, and I hope to get through a few bills about which
there is no controversy.

Mr, BLANTON. But there is opposition to the bill which
the gentleman has called up.

Mr. SANDERS of Indiana.
regular order.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana demands the
regular order. The gentleman from Maryland moves that the
House resolve itself into the Committee of the Whoele House on
the state of the Union for the consideration of H. R. 3236,

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Mr. Speaker, pending that motion, I ask
‘unanimous consent that general debate on this measure be dis-
pensed with, -

Mr. CHINDBLOM. Mr, Speaker, reserving the right to
object, I would like to ask a question. It has heen announced
in the press that there is a great deal of very important
legislation pending for the District. Is this the most im-
portant bill you have pending? :

Mr. ZIHLMAN. I will say to the gentleman from Illinois
the important bills to which he refers are matters of very
deep-seated and widespread controversy, and I had hoped to
take up these matters that were unconfested and dispose of
them.

Mr. CHINDBLOM. I am not going to objeet, Mr. Speaker,
but there will be a request for an extra day, or two or three
days, perhaps, to consider District matfers, and we are evi-
dently taking up less important legislation than they actually
have pending.

Mr. BLANTON, Mr. Speaker, I reserve the right to ob-
ject. If the gentleman will ask that general debate be limited
to 30 minutes to the side, I shall not objeet, but there is some
very sirong opposition to this bill

Mr. JOHNSON of Washington. To this eye-doctor bill?

Mr. BLANTON. This is the optometry bill

Mr. JOHNSON of Washington. We ought to finish fhat
up with five minutes debate on a side and get rid of these,
spectacle peddlers.

Mr. BLANTON. Well, 20 minutes to the side.

Mr, Speaker, 1 demand the

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Mr. Speaker, I modify my request, and
ask that general debate be confined to 40 minutes, one-half
to be controlled by the gentleman from Texas and the other
one-half by myself.

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Maryland asks unanl-
mous consent that general debate be limited to 40 minutes,
one-half to be controlled by himself and one-half by the
gentleman from Texas, Is there objection? [After a pause].
The Chair hears none,

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly the House resolved itself into the Committee
of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the con-
s:ldtiration of H. R. 3236, with Mr. Sanpess of Indiana in the
chalr.

The CHAIRMAN, The House is in Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for the consideration
of H. R. 3236, which the Clerk will report.

The Olerk read the title of the bill.

Mr, ZIHLMAN. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous consent
that the first reading of the bill be dispensed with.

The CHATRMAN, The gentleman from Maryland asks
unanimous consent that the first reading of the bill be dis-
pensed with, 1s there objection? [After a pause.] The Chair
hears none.

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Mr. Chairman, I reserve my time.
the gentleman from Texas please use some time?

Mr. BLANTON. Mr. Chairman, the only objection I have
to this bill is that it places absolute power in the board pro-
vided for in the bill, which could be controlled to the detri-
ment of certain deserving parties interested in this business,
There is entirely "too much control lodged in such boards, affect-
ing every kind and cluss of professional business in the Dis-
triet.

Mr. JOHNSON of Washington and Mr. HILL of Maryland

Will

rose.

Mr. BLANTON.
ington.

Mr. JOHNSON of Washington. I would like to say very
frankly to the gentleman that I hope we will not take a lot
of time on this bill. Persemally, I dislike to see the Govern-
ment going into boards and commissions and arms of the Gov-
ernment itself, but cities regulate the spectacle peddler and
he is now out of business. He has gone the way of the clock
maker, and it is a erime to have them going around and robbing
the people and rulning people’s eyes, and therefore I am for
this bill strong. That is all I need to say,

Mr. BLANTON. Yes; and I am for such a bill strong if it
is properly safeguarded, but would not place the absolute
control in one particular little board that without an appeal
could keep out all competition, if they wanted to.

Mr. JOHNSON of Washington. They do not do that.
they had a city council here they would recommend this.

Mr., HILL of Maryland. Will the gentleman yield for a
question?

Mr. BLANTON. In just a1 moment. I want first to answer
the gentleman from Wushington. We must decide whether this
bill safeguards all worthy practitioners. I ecan explain this to
you by ecalling attention to an aflidavit that I have along
another line concerning a similar bill that will be brought in
here soon with respect to the further restriction of securing
licenses in the plumbing business in -Washington.

I have an affidavit from an expert plumber who owns his
residence here in Washington, which cost several thonsand dol-
lars, and he has heen living in it for some fime with his wife
and little children, He hus been an expert plumber for twenty-
odd years, and because he moved to Washington and would not
join in with a certain little clique that is controlling the
licenses, they have refused to license him and have refused to
let him work at his trade of plumbing, although he has been an
expert plumber for twenty-odd vears.

Mr. LAZARO. Will the gentleman yvield for a question?

Mr. JOHNSON of Washington. He can make more money,
probably, fixing up auntomobiles,

Mr. BLANTON. I yield to the gentleman from Louislana.

Mr. LAZARO. Has not your State a board of medical exam-
iners to license physicians and a board to license druggists and
a board to license nurses?

Mr. BLANTON. Yes; and I am in favor of such proper
boards.

Mr. LAZARO. Do you not think people's eves are vital to
them? :

Me. BLANTON. That is exactly what I was coming to, If
we would open this question up and see that every interesr
connected with this particulur profession and business was pro-
tected, I would be just as strongly in favor of this bill as any-

I yield first to the gentleman from Wash-

If
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one; but we have not done that, and our commitiee has not
done that. We ought to look into these matters and see just
exactly who is behind such a board and see just exactly the
kind of power they are going to manipulate here and see what
control they are going to make of it, and see that the people
are properly protected, and then I would be in favor of such
a board. If this bill safeguards all such rights, then I am in
favor of it. ;

Mr. HILL of Maryland. Is there not some existing board
to which this could be referred without the creation of another
board?

Mr. BLANTON. Yes; there is some regulation now, but they
claim it has not sufficient powers and they want this bill
passed to give them sufficient powers.

Mr, HILL of Maryland. Is there any compensation provided
for this board? I presume they will have secretaries and
officers.

Mr. BLANTON. They will get all compensation from fees
charged, but not fromn the Government,

I do not care to take up any more of the time of the commit-
tee. If we had opened up the hearings and given everybody
a chanee, it would be a different matter. We have another
bill before us very mueh like this, and I have received protests
against it from all over the country. There are two schools
involved and one school is trying to take advantage of the
other, and the one that is being taken advantage of by the bill
has been protesting against its passage. Until we give both
sides a hearing on that bill, we ought not to report it or try to
pass it. We ought to see that everybody is properly pro-
tected. That is all I want to say on this bill. I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Mr. Chairman, I wish the genileman from
Texas would use up his time.

Mr. BLANTON. Have the bill read under the five-minute
rule; I am through. r

Mr. ZIHLMAN. Then, Mr. Chairman, I ask the reading
of the bill

The Clerk read as follows:

8Ec, 2. That on and after six months from the passage of this act It
ghall he unlawful for any person In the Distriet of Columbia to en-
gage In the practice of optometry or to hold himself ont as a practl-
tioner of optometry, or attempt to determine by an examination of the
eyes the kind of eyeglasses required by any person, or hold himself
out as a licensed optometrigt when oot so licensed, or to represent him-
self as capable of examining the eyes of any person for the purpose of
fitting glasses, excepting those hereinafter exempted, unless he shall
 have fulfilled the requirements and complled with the conditions of
this act and shall have obtained a lcense from the Distriet of Colum-
bia Board of Optometry, created by this aect; nor shall it be lawful for
any person in the Distriet of Colunmbia to represent that he js a law-
ful holder of a license as provided by this act when in faet he is not
such lawful holder, or to impersonate any lecensed practitioner of
optometry, or shall fail to register the certificate as provided in sec-
tion 13 of this act.

Any person violating any of the provisions of this act shall be guilty
of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction for the first offense shall be
fined not more tban $500, and upon conviction for any subsequent
offense shall be fined not less than $300 nor more than §1,000, or be
fmprisoned in the District jall not lese than three months nor more
than one year, or both, in the discretion of the court.

Mr. SUMMERS of Washington. Mr, Chairman, I offer the
following amendment; that wherever the words * hold himself
out " are used substitute * represents himself to be.”

Mr. HILL of Maryland. I object to that and make a point of
order against it. That raises an entirely different question
than that preésented by the bill.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. TINCHER).
overruled.

Mr. ZIHLMAN, I will aceept that amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendment by Mr. SumMers of Washington: Wherever in the bill
the words “ hold himself out™ occurs, sirike them out and insert
“ represents himself to be,”

Mr. WINGO. Is that the correct langnage?

Mr. SUMMERS of Washington. If the gentleman can make
better English of it, I am perfectly willing.

Mr, WINGO. Oh, I agree with the gentlemam from Wash-
ington as to the desirability of the amendment. I am talking
about the exact struecture of the amendment. I ask the Clerk
to read the langnage as it would read if the amendment is
adopted.

LXV—529

The point of order is

The Clerk read as follows:

That on and after six monthe from the passage of this act It will be
unlawful for any person in the District of Columbia to engage in the
practice of optometry or to represent himself to be a practitioner of
optometry, ete,

Mr. WINGO. It should include the word “ to.” The amend-
ment should be that wherever that language oceurs in the text
it shall be amended so that it will read * or represents himself
to be. Then that will take care of both phrases.

Mr. SUMMERS of Washington. I will modify my amend-
ment, Mr. Chairman, in that respect. -

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Washington modi-
fied his amendment, and the question is on agreeing to the
amendment.

The amendment was agreed to.

The Clerk read as follows:

Three members of the board shall constitute a quorum for the
transaction of business, and should a guornm not be present on the
day appointed for any meeting those present may adjourn from day
to day until a quorum be present.

Mr. WINGO. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last
word. The question has been asked me as to the Columbia
Optometric Society: What kind of an organization is I, when
was it organized, and how?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. I can only say to the gentleman that it is
an organization composed of the optometrists of the District
of Columbia. I do not know how long it has heen in existence.
It is made up of the most reputable men in the profession.

Mr. WING(O. I do not know, but there is a difference be-
tween these specialists. This inecludes, I suppose, men like
Edmonds, and all of that type of firms come under this bill.

Mr. JOHNSON of Washington. Nearly all the firms have
an expert optometrist.

Mr. WINGO. This is a regular society, a proper organiza-
tion, is it?

Mr., ZIHLMAN, Yes.

Mr, WINGO. I have no personal interest in it; but when
Members asked me to develop it T told them I did not know,
but I presumed it was composed of reputable men. I pre-
snmed it was composed of reputable men and was an actual
bona fide organization. There is no question about that in
the mind of the committee?

Mr. ZIHLMAN. No.

Mr. WINGO. I withdraw the pro forma amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Sgc. 7. That the secretary-treasurer shall receive as compensation
for his services an annual salary to be determined by the board, which
salary and all other expenses of the hoard necessary in carrying out
the provisions of this act shall be paid from the funds in the custody
of the secretary-treasurer for the use of the board upon reguisition
signed by the secretary-treasurer and countersigned by the president
of the bourd; and on the 30th day of June of each year if any surplus
remaing the members of the board shall be paid such reasomable com-
pensation out of the funds in the custody of the board as the Com-
missioners of the District of Columbia may determine: Provided, how-
ever, That sald compensation and expenses shall not exceed the
amount received by the board under the provisions of this act.

Mr. BLANTON. Mr. Chairman, when a man is examined to
practice law he pays a fee and gets his license. When he
practices a certain number of years he is entitled to a license
in the appellate courts and in the Supreme Court of the
United States. He does not have to pay an annual license fee.
He pays a fee for his first license. The license fee for the
Supreme Court of the United States is only $10. But you
charge an initial license fee in this bill of $25, and you make a
fund here in this bill to pay not only the secretary-treasurer of
the organization a salary but provide that whatever surplus
is left over at the end of the year, after holding two meetings
a year, the members of this board shall receive compensation
within the limit of that surplus. That is paid out of the initial
fee of $25 that he has to cough up when he gets his license. It
does not stop there, for after paying the $25 he has to pay $10
every vear for the continuation of the license.

Mr. UNDERHILL. If the gentleman will yield. let me say
that that is to keep a check on these people. It is not simply
to provide a fund. You have to pay each year for the automo-
bile license,

Mr. BLANTON, Does the gentleman from Massachusetts
think that there is any more reason for charging an original
fee of $25 to one of these professionals than there is for others?

-
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When a lawyer pays $10 for his license he is done and does not
have to pay $10 a year for each year thereafter.

Mr. UNDERHILL. I do not want to reflect on the legal
profession or the value of their services.

Mr. BLANTON. A man could make a mistake and get the
wrong kind of a lawyer and might have a million of dollars
involved in a fnancial way that would become & loss, hence
there is as much necessity of getting a good lawyer as there is
of getting a good eve doctor.

Mr. UNDERHILL. If the gentleman will yield right there,
let me say that if I had a million dollars 1 would rather lose
it than to lose my evesight.

Mr. BLANTON. Oh, yes; all of us would rather do that,

Mr. WINGO. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. BLANTON. I will

Mr, WINGO. May I suggest also fo the gentleman from
Mexas that whenever you license a lawyer-he goes into court
and other lawyers come in contact with his work, but youn take
one of these optometrists and all of his work is done privately.
His fellow optometrists have not much of a way of checking
him up unless some person should go over to another one of
them, maybe, and he finds out what has been done. There is
quite a distinction. Suppose there are 50 optometrists in this
city, a Jarge number I should think, they would only pay 3500
a year. I will tell you what I think will happen. I think you
will find out that this fund will not be sufficient, and they will
come in here and appeal to the liberality of our friend from
Illinois [Mr. Mappex] next year for an appropriation fo he
paid out of the Public Treasury, and I think that would be
. proper.

o Mr. BLANTON. I .doubt whether they would ever get it
through the present chairman of the Committee on Appropria-
tions. The gentleman from Arkansas is speaking facefiously.

Mr. WINGO. I think his well-known liberality in these
matters would justify me in saying they will

Mr. STEPHENS, Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. BLANTON. I will

Mr. STEPHENS. Would it not be just as much of an argo-
ment to make that a physician should pay every year?

Mr. BLANTON. Just as much. When he makes a mistake
his error is covered up In the ground,

Mr. STEPHENS. But the argument would go just as far.

Mr;, BLANTON. Just as far;

Mr. STEPHENS. Absolutely.

Mr. WOODRUFF. As a matter of fact, we have doctors
and dentists who have to pay a fee now. They may not in
the District of Columbia, perhaps——

Mr, BLANTON. They pay a practitioner's fax, not a license

fee.

AMr. WOODRUFE. In the State of Michizan the déntists
pay a fee of ¥l

Mr, BLANTON, That is a tax for the expense of the State
jexamining board.

Mr., STEPHENS. Do they pay every year?

Mr. WOODRUFF. Every year.

Mr, ZIHLMAN. They have been asked if they did not
| think the fee was high, and they say with the limited number
"here they are willing to pay it

Mr. BLANTON. In view of the fact that this is not going
'to come out'of the Public Treasury 1 am not going to ‘say
lanything more against it

The CHATIRMAN, The time of the genfleman has expired.

The Clerk read as follows:

#gc. 9. That on and after six months from the passage of thiz act,
| as w®ot forth in eection 2 hereof, every person desiring to practice
optometry, or, if now in practice, to continue the practice thereof,
excopt as herein otherwise provided, shall take an examination as pro-
! vided in this act and shall fulfill the other requirements as in this
- aét provided.

My, FITZGERALD. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the
1ast word for this reason: The members of this committee will
I note this is different from almost any other act we have passed,
'and from mest of the acts of the States In reference to the
practice of certain professions and callings because it requires

those ‘now 'legally engaged in the practice to take a limited
lexamination. _

Mr. UNDERHILL. If the gentleman will yield, I had the

same opinion the gentleman has in regard to this bill until I
looked at the next page, and I would like to ask the gentleman
if he has read the proviso:

Provided, however, That fallure to 'pass ‘the standard examination
after having gqmilified under the limited examination as in this para-
graph sel forth shall not disqualify him as a lawful practitioner.

F

Mr. FITZGERALD. I understand he must pass the limited
examination or he '‘will be disqualified. Now, I felt a little
Tesponsibility about this, because I drew the report made to
‘the House on this bill, and I confess this phase of it had not
been called to my attention at the timre, but since then I have
received a call from a gentleman who I asked to put his ob-
Jections ‘to the bill in writing, and this was one of the objec-
tions, with the suggestion that this made the bill, as he said,
ex 'post facto, but what he meant was retroactive and to that
extent unconstitutional. Now my own judgment about the
matter is it does not make this bill unconstitutional but that
this Congress has full power and authority to provide at least
a limited examination of those who are to practice this pro-
fession in the District of Columbia, and that the limited ex-
amination which is specified here, which they may be required
to take which will qualify them ‘to practice irrespective of
whether they can pass the other examination or not, is a very
proper examination ‘which any practitioner of optometry ought
to be gunalified to pass in order lawfully to practice on the
people of ‘the Distriet. However, I felt this responsibility
about it, and T felt I ought to call the attention of the com=
mittee to this fact that this provision is in here directing or
requiring those in the practice should pass this limited ex-
amination.

Mr. UNDPERHILL. Mr. Chairman, T move to strike out seec-
tion 10.

The CHATRMAN. - Section 10 has not yet been read.

Mr. UNDERHILL., Then I move to strike out the sufficient
number of words to obtain the floor. I would like to ask the
attention of some of the legnl talent in the House in 'regard to
their interpretation of the law. I do not care from which side
of the House it comes, but my experience with a similar bill
in another body has led me to believe that such a provision
as this wounld be declared unconstitntional or rather that this
bill would be declared unconstitutional. Consequently it had
hetter he stricken out as it would jeopardize the whole bill by
leaving it in. The only question in my mind is whether tha
provigo on page 8, “ That failure to pass the standard examina-
tion after have qualified under the limited examination as in
this paragraph set out shall not disqualify him as a lawful
practitioner,” in other words a man who has been practicing
optometry in this District for the past 5, 6, or 12 years or
more under thie provisions of this law unless he is able to pass
this Hmited examination would be prohibited from practice.
The courts would clearly hold in this instance that it was un-
constitutional beecause it was retroactive.

My, FITZGERALD. I would like to ask the gentleman if he
has taken into consideration that although such a provision
in a State law would probably be held wunconstitutional, it
would probably not be so in this ease? Most of the State
constitutions have such provisions as would prevent infringe-
ment upon the rights of thosé who had already entered upon
certain lines of employment, but there is no.soch reservation
in regard to the Federal District. I heard a former Senator
from Mississippi, Mr. John Sharp Williams, make an able
presentation of the subject in the Senate. He sald we often
overlook fhe fact that Congress has more ample powers over
the Federal District than over the States. The powers of
Congress under the Federal Constitution with regard to this
Federal District are broader than the powers over the peoples
of the several States and more ample than the powers of the
States over their own people under the limitations of their
constitutions. I believe that this provision in section 9 pro-
viding for a limited examination of those already in the prae-
tice of optometry is a wise provision and that it is constitu-
tional. ;

Mr. WINGO. My attention has been directed to the pro-
vision referred to; and I think that even if this were a statute
passed by a State legislature, the provision in the bill is
plainly constitutional. T think you take care of that situation,
and T think some of 'the gentlemen may have an idea that the
courts have gone further on that question than they really
have done, Here is the viewpoint they will ultimately come
to in connection with people who are dealing with the public
in a technical way: When you give them a reasonable oppor-
tunity to demonstrate that they are capable, and you provide
them with a limited examination, such as is provided here,
and then with a yedarly examination, here is where you will
get them if they are not capable and c¢ompetent. The gentle-
men who drew this bill evidently had this in mind. You give
them a limited examination and then an annual examination,
and‘a man has no vested right in either fraud or incompetency.
If that'is true, here is where they will weed out fhose who are
not competent. We will say they may be occupying a position

ot
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in a reputable concern, or as an assistant to one who is com-
petent, They will say, “ We will let you stand on the limited
examination.” Then, if a man starts out for himself and can
not measure up to the standards of a profession where he is
holding himself out to his prospective customers, they would
have a vight to hold that he was not competent. You are re-
fusing to give to him a certificate of competency. That is all
you are doing.

The CHAIRMAN.
chusetts has expired.

Mr. UNDERHILL. Mr, Chairman, may I have three minutes
more?

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the
gentleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection, :

Mr. WINGO. He is asking for an annual certificate of
competency in his profession, and no man has a right to re-
ceive a false certificate issued by a public board—a certificate
of incompetency.

Mr. BEGG. The courts usunally hold that a legislative body
has the right to require certain standards in any profession.
I think you will find that they have.

Mr, WINGO. Some gentlemen are fearful, I think, that the
courts have gone further. I have not refreshed my memory
recently as to that, but I think I am clear enough in my recol-
lection to be led to believe that the language you have here
will be sustained.

Mr, UNDERHILL. That is the common-sense view that I
would take as a layman. However, I wanted legal and pro-
fessional advice on the matter in order that the constitutionality
of the law might not be questioned later on. {

Mr. WINGO. Let me make this suggestion: Somewhere or
other in the bill, as a new section, if it is not already in, insert
a provision to the effect that if a part of the bill should be de-
clared unconstitutional it shall not invalidate all of the bill.

Mr. UNDERHILL. Mr. Chairman, I will withdraw my pro
forma amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The pro forma amendment is withdrawn.
The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read as follows:

8Ec. 13. That every person desiring to be lleensed as in this act pro-
vided shall file with the secretary-treasurer of the board upon appro-
priate blank to be furnished by said secretary-treasurer an application,
accompanied by the recommendation of two reputable citizens, verified
by oath, setting forth the facts which entitle the applicant to examina-
tion and license under the provislons of this act. The said board shall
hold at least two examinations each year. In case of failure at any
standard examination, the applicant, after the expiration of six months
and within two years, shall have the privilege of taking a second exami-
nation by the board without the payment of an additional fee, In case
of fallure at the limited examination hereinbefore provided for, the
applicant shall, after the expiration of six months and within two years,
have the privilege of taking a second examination without the payment
of an additional fee,

Every applicant who ghall pass the standard examination or the lim-
ited examination, as the case may be, and who shall otherwise comply
with the provisions of this act, shall receive from the said board under
its seal a license entitling him to practice optometry In the District of
Columbia, which license shall be duly registered in a record book to be
properly kept by the secretary-treasurer of the board for that purpose,
which shall be open to public inspection; and a duly certified eopy of
said record shall be recorded in the clerk’s office of the Supreme Court
of the District of Columbia, and shall be admitted as prima facie evi-
dence In all courts of the Distri¢t of Columbia in the trial of any cause,
and it shall be the duty of the clerk of the Supreme Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia to keep a special book for the purpose of recording
sald licenses, and shall, upon application and by the payment of a fee
of 00 cents, deliver to any person applying therefor a certificate that
the license has been recorded in eompliance with the provisions of this
act. Each person to whom a certificate of license shall be issued by
said board shill keep same displayed in a conspicuous place in his prin-
cipal office or place of business wherein said person shall practice
optometry, and shall, whenever required, exhibit the sald certificate to
any member or agent of the board.

The CHAIRMAN. On line 5 of page 10, at the beginning of
the line, there should be a correction in the spelling of the word
“purpose.” Without objection, the correction will be made.

There was no objection.

Mr. CRABMTON. Mr. Chairman, it is my recollection that
there was some provision in this bill about turning the fees
over to the use of the board instead of turning them into the
Treasury.

Mr, ZIHLMAN. That is true,.

Mr., CRAMTON. Where is that provision?

The time of the gentleman from Massa-

Mr. ZIHLMAN, The fees received are turned over to all
boards of this character.

Mr. BLANTON. The fees are paid by the applicants.

Mr. CRAMTON. I do not care by whom they are paid,
but there ought not to be a provision here to make it'a matter
of personal interest to the board.

Mr. BLANTON. The fees are paid to the secretary. That
is on page 8 or 9 or somewhere in the latter part of the bill.

Mr. UNDERHILL. It is at the bottom of page 5.

Mr. WINGO. Mr, Chairman, will the gentleman from Michi-
gan yield?

Mr. CRAMTON. Certainly.

Mr., WINGO. The gentleman was not here a little while
ago when we had up that question. I suggested that at the
outside there would not be over 40 or 50 of these applicants
in the District. It would not be over £500 a year. I sug-
gested that it would not be long before it would be suggested
that these fees be paid into the Treasury, and then they would
ask that the board be paid. In due time we may expect this
board to be paid out of the Treasury.

Mr. BEGG. The gentleman at the head of the optometry
association came to my office and said that the reason why
they made the fees as high as they were was that they wanted
to be self-supporting. On that ground I think we would not
want that money to be paid into the Treasury.

Mr. CRAMTON. The policy is wrong of setting up a board
and saying to that board, “ You can go out and drag in here
as many applicants as you can, and however ill prepared the
applicants may be for the performance of the duties they
undertake the more you get, the more fees you get, and the
bigger salary your secretary gets.”

Each one has a direct interest in encouraging applications,
and there is only one way of encouraging applications and
that is to lead people to believe they are going to be able to
pass, It seems to me you weaken this proposition by making
it directly to the financial interest of the officers themselves
to encourage people that they are going to pass.

Mr. ZIHLMAN, This is the procedure followed mnot only
here but in many of the States. I had something to do with
the passage of a bill providing for a board of examiners on
accountancy. I know that bill provided they should admin-
ister their own fees, and the bill providing for a dental hoard
provided that they sheuld administer their fees, and if there
was any excess it should be paid into the Treasury.

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Michi-
gan has expired.

Mr. CRAMTON. Mr. Chairman, I ask for one minute more.

The CHAIRMAN. The genfleman from Michigan asks
unanimous consent to proceed for one additional minute. Is
there objection? [After a pause.] The Chair hears none.

Mr. CRAMTON. I assume the committee would not want
to consider an amendment, and as the section has been passed
I do not see that anything can be done. 3

Mr. WINGO. Would the gentleman be in favor of striking
it all out and providing for a straight appropriation?

Mr. CRAMTON. I am opposed absolutely to the principle.

Mr. WOODRUFF. I will state to the gentleman that in the .
State of Michigan the fees for the licensing of those who desire
to engage in the practice of dentistry are collected by the
State board of dental examiners, and the yearly fees so col-
lected are used fo pay the expenses of the State board of
dental examiners. I believe that is the practice in several of
the States.

Mr. CRAMTON. I agree that Michigan is a model in most
things but I wonld not elaim it is in everything. There must
be a few exceptions.

The Clerk read as follows:

Spc. 14, That the said board shall charge the following fees for
examinations, registrations, and renewals of certfificates: The sum of
$25 for a standard or a limited examination. Every registered optom-
etrist who desires to eontinue the practice of optometry ghall annuo-
ally, on or before the 10th of January of each year, pay to the secre-
tary-treasurer of the board a renewal registration fee to be fixed an-
nually by the board, not to exceed $10, for which he shall recelve a
renewal of his certificate. 1In case of neglect to pay the renewal fee
as herein provided the board shall have authority to revoke such
license and the holder thereof may be reinstated by complying with the
conditions specified in this section, but no license or permit muy be
revoked without giving 60 days' notice to the delinguent, but the board
ghall only have the right to renew such lieense on the payment of the
renewal fee with penalty of $5: Provided, That retirement from prac-
tice for a period of not exceeding five years shall not deprive the
holder of said license the right to renew the same upon the payment
of the fee herein required.
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The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, the-word' “of” will
be inserted after the word * license” in line 14, page 11.

There was no objectiom

The Clerk read as follows:

SBC, 20, That the provisions of this act shall not apply—

(a) To physicians and eurgeons practicing under authority er-

license issmed under the laws of the District of Columbia for the prae-
tice of medicine and surgery.

{b) To persons selling spectacles and [or] eyeglasses and who do
not attempt, either directly or indirectly, to adapt them to the eye,
and who do not practice or profess the practice of optometry.

Mr, BEGG. Mr. Chairman, I offer an amendment: On
page 13, strike out lines 14 to 17, inclusive.

The CHAIR\!AN The gentleman from Ohio offers an
amendment, which the Clerk will report,

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendment offered by Mr. Bece: On page 13,
lines 14, 13, 16, and 17.

Mr., BEGG. Mr, Chairman, I would like to have the atten-
tion of the committee, and it may be they can change my mind.
I have offered an amendment to strike out lines 14 to 17, in-
clusive, If you can tell me how a man can sell me eyeglasses,
everr under a prescription, unless he is'an optometrist, I would
be glad-to have that information,

Mr. JOHNSON of Washington. Did the gentleman ever
hear of any window glnss being sold as eyeglass?

Mr. BEGG. I think' my remarks are serions; at least, I
think they are.

Mr. JOFINSON of Washington, Mine are serious, too

Mr. BEGG. I do not think they are serious.

Mr. WINGO. T think both gentlemen agree, but have failed
to observe what each other said.

Mr. BEGG. 1 .am of the opinion—although I am not particu-
larly interested, because I am not buying any glasses to-day—
that with these lines in the bill every quack eyeglass man in
town can continue to practice. What is the language?,

Thut the provisions of this aet shall not apply—
Ta persons selling spectacles amd [or] eyeglasses and who do not
attempt, either directly or'indireetly, to adapt:them to the eye.

Well, how can he sell 4 man eyeglasses? He will give them
to him and let him try them on, and if a man says he can see
out of them, hie will take them.

My, ZIHILMAN. But motor glasses are eyeglasses, and sun-
There are a great many forms of
glasses sold besides specially prepared glasses.

Mr. BEGG. I undertand that, but it seems to me the gen-
tleman is killing the bill by these lines,

Mr. ZTHLMAN. I'do not think so.

Mr. BEGG: It makes it apply omly to the man who prae-
tices, the eye doetor.

Mr., ZIHLMAN, This provision applies to persons selling
spectacles and eyeglasses and who do not aftempt to adapt
them fo the eye,

Mr. BEGG. If the gentleman will pardon me, if I have a
store down here and do not attempt fo adapt eyeglasses to
the eye I ean give a man a pair of eyeglasses and tell him to
put them on, and if he says they suit him he can take them,
and I ean continue doing that right along. If I do that, T
can not be touehed mwnder this provision, it seems to me.

Mr. UNDERHTILL, That has not been the way it has been
adjudieated in the States.

Mi. BE@G€. Perhaps this parficular provision has not been
adjudicated.. I submit to every man in the Fouse that this
language will let any man sell eyeglasses just so long as he
refrains from saying the glasses do not fit or if he does not
attempt fo adapt them to the eye.

Mr. JOHNSON of Washington. The genfleman thinks it
would apply to a man who would say, “ Here is a pair of
eyeglasses; put them on and see whether you can read the
letiers ‘Z, ‘B,' and *X.'"

Mr. BEGG. There is no question abount that in my mind.

Mr. JOHNSON of Washington. Tle would merely say, * See
if you ecan read the letters ‘%, *E,' and ' X' ¥

AMr. BEGG. Certainly; because the seller is not fitting him
or attempting to adapt them fo his eyes. All he does is to
hand him a pair of glasses and fell him to put them on.

Mr. FITZGERALD. It seems to me that would be vielating
this law.

Mr. BEGG. No: he would not be vielating this law, because
the -man himself iz putting glasses on and determining him-
self whether they fit. I am not going to insist on my amend-
ment. I merely offered it for the purpose of ealling the atten-

strike out all of

tion of the commitiee to the fact that I believe this language
simply undoes what the committee is frying to do.
thilf. ZIHLMAN, The men engaged in this business proposed
Mr. BEGG. I understand that; but I do not believe it is the
right thing.
Mr, ZIHLMAN. And it is in every bill in every State .
Mr. WINGO. Do you not think you could possibly reach
what both of you are thinking of by puiting in a short amend-
ment so that it will read:

To persong selllng spectacles and eyeglasses, such as sunglasses,
motor goggles, and other similar protective devices, who do not at-
tempt, either directly or indirectly, to adapt them to the eye.

Do you not think that would cover it? The idea is to
prohibt a man from going ahead and selling something that'
he pretends and represents as correcting a defect in the vi-
sion. That is the object, of course. The committee did not
intend to have this apply to a man who would come along
and sell you a pair of sunglasses or a pair of motor goggles
to protect you against dust. The committee did not intend.
that such a man would have to be a licensed optometrist.

Mr. BEGG. Of course not.

Mr, UNDERHILL. You can send out to Chicago to any of
the mail-order houses now and they will send you a gross of
such glasses and there is no law in any State to prevent it.

Mr, WINGO. The reason I make that snggestion is because
you have here the danger of leaving a loophele. One of my
friends asked me. what was In the bill and I sald it was a
long bill but a short title would be, “ A bill to prevent grafters
from selling window glass to negroes for spectacles.” That
is really what you are trying to get at. The average intelli-
gent man will leok into the capacity of a man before he at-

tempts to purchase eyeglasses, but yon have peddlers and

crooks gfng around and taking money away from negroes
and illiterate people and. selling them nothing but plain win-

dow glasses for spectacles and charging them $5 or $10 for

attempting to fit their eyes, and people of that kind, ought to
be protected against such grafters.

Mr. BEGG. They could do that very thing under the bill
with this provision in it

Mr, WINGO. That is why I suggested this change.

Mr. CRAMTON. Mr. Chairman, after listening to the dis-
cussion the purpose of the champions of the bill is very ap-
parent. It is the purpose of the bill as drawn, and that seems
to be thie purpose of the committee, to permit anyone to sell
glasses, no matter how strong or how weak the lens may be,
whether it is just plain window glass or very strong lens, and
to-sell them without being subject to this act so long as the
person who does the selling does not pass upon the question
of whether they are going to injure or help the person who
wears them. In other words, no matter how much the glasses
might rnin the sight of the person wearing them, there is no
prohibition on their sale here, so long as it can not be proven,
that the man who makes the sale assumed to say they wonld
be helpful to: the eyes. As the gentleman from Arkansas
has said, the peddling of window glass i8 not prevented at
all by this language. It Is wide open to sell glasses as worth-
less ns can be conceived or as ruinous as can be conceived,
as long asg yon can not prove in court that the person that
made the sale made a fitting, It is all right, if that is the
kind of bill yon want.

Mr. UNDERHILL. I would defer somewhat to the special
knewledge of the gentleman from Michigan ordinarily, but
I am basing my position on the fact that this is the langunage
used in simi!ar laws in practically every State in the Union,
including his own, and it does effectively prevent the fiker
from preseribing for a patient, and does not prevent the,
dealer in sunglasses or the dealer in goggles or epepraclem
from selling the gentleman from Michigan or myself a colored
sunglass or an automobile protecting glass.

Mr. CRAMTON. When we pass a law with reference fto
the regulation of the practice of medicine, we forbid a man
preseribing.  We forbid his practicing medicine. We forbid'
his furnishing something to cure what is wrong with yon.

Mr, FITZGERALD. Oh, no; if the gentleman will permit
right there, we do not. A man in order to violate the ordi-
nary run of laws—I will say the law of your State and
mine—must take money for the remedy in order to come with-
in the criminal prohibition of the act. In other words, we
can regulate only the practice of some learned professiomn
We can not prohibit the sale——

Mr, CRAMTON. The gentleman does not mean that the
test under this language is the question of whether a man
is taking money for his alleged skill, because there is. no




[

1924

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE

8391

claim that these glasses are going to be . given away, and
whatever part is involved in the cost of the glasses, for the
skill of fitting them, is not the question here.

Mr. FITZGERALD. No; I am drawing the gentleman's
attention to the fact that all we ean do is to limit the prac-
tice of a learned profession or calling which requires some
education and training: We are not attempting in any way
to limit the sale of any sort of an article, and we have not
any right to do that, and I speak because the gentleman said
that 8 man may be licensed to practice medicine and not
permitted to give any sort of thing as a remedy to 4 person.

Mr. CRAMTON. It just comes to my mind, since the law
of Michigan has been ecited here; that I recall opposing the
enactment of an optometry law in my State when I was
in the legislature because we were establishing entirely too
many boards of this sort; but if you want to pass such a
bill, I suppose it is a good thing to have it full of holes, so
that it will not interfere too much with the course of nature.

Mr. UNDERHILL, The practice under the provisions of
similar laws in the States was that a fakir set up in his store
or on the sfreet a chart and prescribed for the patient. The
only knowledge that he had of optometry or of eye frouble
was to place the chart at a certain distance, and if the patient
sald “T can read the bottom line " he told him the glasses were
correct and sold them to him. That resulted in a great deal
of harm, and people in some cases were made blind. Under
this law any man who attempts to prescribe or who attempts to
use a chart and then sells glasses to correct defective vision
can be prosecuted.

My, CRAMTON. Will the gentleman yleld?

Mr. UNDERHILL. Yes.

Mr. CRAMTON. Under this, as drawn, & man comes down
the street with his case of glasses and sees the colored man
that the gentleman from Arkansas speaks of and says, “ You
ought to be wearing glasses,” He says, "1 expect I shonld.”
That is all right. He says, “Here is a pair.” And he pufs
them on and goes off. That may be destructive, He may have
ruined the man's eyesight, but this bill does not reach him,

Mr. LAZARO. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr, UNDERHILL, Yes.

Mr. LAZARO. Is it not true that anyone who cares at all
for his eyes should go to a man competent to examine his eyes,
and after he gets his prescription is it not true that he should
go to a good optician?

Mr. UNDERHILL. Absolutely so.

Mr, LAZARO. Just as you go to a good doctor for a pre-
seription, and then after you get your preseription you go to a
good druggist to fill it.

Mr. UNDERHILL. I agree with the gentleman, and the bill
geeks to assist the patient to find reputable persons.

Mr. BEGG. Mr. Chairman, I withdraw my amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio asks unani-
mous consent to withdraw his amendment. Is there objec-
tion?

There was no objection,

The Clerk read as follows:

Bre. 21, That wherever in this act the singular number 1s used it
ghall be interprefed as meaning either singular or plural if compatible
with. the sengze of the language used, and when in this act the mas-
culine gender is used it shall be construed as meaning also the femi-
nine gender if not inconsistent with such use.

Mr. FITZGERALD, Mr. Chairman, I offer the following
amendment,
The Clerk read as follows:

Page 13, after line 23, add a new section, as follows:

“8pe, 22, If any provision of this aet or the application thereof to
any person or circumstanees is held invalld, the remainder of the act
and the application of such a provision to other persons or circum-
stances shall not be affected thereby."”

The CHAIRMAN. The question Is on the amendment.

The question was taken, and the amendment was agreed to.

Mpe. ZIHLMAN. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee
do now rise and report the bill back to the House with the
recommendation that the amendment be agreed to and that
the bill as amended do pass.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly the committee rose; and the Speaker having
,resumed the chair, Mr. Saxpers of Indiana, Chairman of the
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, re-
ported that that commiftee had had under consideration the
bill (H. R, 3236) to regulafe the practice of optometry in the
District of Colambia, and had directed him to report the same
back to the House with amendments, with the recommendation

-

in a very depleted eondition.

gmt the amendments be agreed to and that the bill as amended
0 pass.

Mr, ZIHLMAN. Mr, Speaker, I move the previous question
on the bill and amendments to final passage. :

The motion was agreed to.

The SPEAKER. Is a separate vote demanded on any of
the amendments? If nof, the Chair will put them en grosse.

The amendments were agreed to.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time,
was read the third time, and passed.

On motion of Mr, ZtHnMAN, a motion to reconsider the vote
whereby the bill was passed was laid on the table.

ENRROLLED HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION PRESENTED T0 THE PRESIDENT
FOE HIS APPROVAL

Mr. ROSENBLOOM, from the Committee on Enrolled bills,
reported that on May 10, 1924, they presented to the President
of the United States, for his approval, the following House
Joint resolution:

H. J. Resg, 195, Joint resolution authorizing an appropriation
for the participation of the United States in: fwo: international
conferences for the control of the traffic in habit-forming
narcotic drugs.

INDEBTEDNESS OF THE KINGDOM OF HUNGARY

Mr. CRISP. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve
itself Infe the Committee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union for the consideration of the bill H. R. 8905, to
authorize the settlement of fhe indebtedness of the Kingdom
of Hungary to the United States of America.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly the House resolved itself into the Committee
of the Whole House on the state of the Union, with Mr,
Saxpess of Indiana in the chair.

Mr. CRISP. Mr. Chairman, T ask unanimous congent that
the first reading of the bill will' be dispensed with

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to the request of the
gentleman from: Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. CRISP. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee,
this bill is to fund the indebtedness owed the United States by
the Kingdom of Hungary. This loan was not made under
the previsions of law to lend money to our allies to aid in
the prosecution of the war, but was loaned for humanitarian
purposes. After the armistice there was a great deal of suf-
fering in Hungary; babies and women were dying by the thou-
gands and the United States Government authorized the Grain
Corporation to sell foodstuffs to Hungary to save the lives of
thousands of women and children. The amount advanced to
Hungary totaled $1,685,000.

Hungary,; as you know, is in a very depleted condition and

. has never been able to meet any of the sum due us and has paid

nothing on it and can not until this matter be funded. When
the loan was made the United States and the other allied na-
tions and friendly nations which furnished food to save life
had a first lien om the assets of Hungary, which, of course;
in the long run amounted to nothing but the obligation of Hun-
gary to repay this indebtedness. Hungary's finances are still
She ean not meet any of her
obligations unless she can float a rehabilitation loan. This
bill provides for funding the indebtedness of Hungary of
$1,600,000, and is exactly in terms with the settlement of the

" indebtedness of Great Britain and Finland with this one excep-

tion, the exception being that the Secretury of the Treasury
is authorized to cancel the first lien that the United States
might have on the assets of Hungary, making it subject to the
rehabilitation loan: of $50,000,000 which is to be floated, and
the United States is not to do that unless all the other allied
creditor nations who stand in. the same position with the United
States as to the first lien make the same eancellation.

England, Switzerland, France, Holland, and other allied
countries advanced foodstuffs when we did, and they have in
commeon with the United States a first lien on the resources of
Hungary. This simply authorizes the Seeretary of the Treas-
ury to waive the lien in favor of this rehabilitation loan of
$50,000,000, provided all the other nations which made ad-
vances for humanitarian purposes—the purehase of food to save
human life—make the same waiver., If they do not waive it, the
United States does not waive it. Now, the Congress of the
United States did this identieal thing so far as Austiria was
concerned. We advanced foodstufls to Austria, and in Mareh;
1922, Congress postponed that indebtedness 25 years and waived
its first lien for the purpose of enabling Austria to float a
rehabilitation loan. This does exactly the same thing. This
funds the indebtedness of Hungary for 62 years, and the in-
terest is calculated on the amount of the indebtedness at 4} per




8392

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE

May 12

cent up to December 15, 1923. The same rate of interest was
figured on the indebtedness of England and Finland. The total
amount due at this time on this funding of principal and inter-
est was §1,900,000 and a few odd dollars, practically $2,000,000,

Mr, ABERNETHY. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. CRISP. In a second I will be glad to yield to the gen-
tleman, This funding is under the same terms as that of
Fngland and Finland. For the first 10 years the inferest
is 3 per cent. After that it is 34 per cent. If is payable
over : period of 62 years amortized and payable in gold, and
the (overnment of the United States accords Hungary the right
to sottle the indebtedness by accepting at par any bonds of
the United States of America that were issued after April, 1917,
with the exception, as I have before stated, of making this loan
subject to the lien of the rehabilitation lean of $50,000,000.
It is identical with the settlement made with Jngland and
Finland. This does not make the indebfedness of the United
States subject to any reparation claims, but only for this re-
habilitation loan. Now I will yield to my friend from North
Carolina. .

Mr. ABERNETHY. I am not going to oppose the hill. T
opposed the settlement of the British loan, but was in a
small minority, The gentleman is still on that commission—-

Mp. CRISP. I have the honor to be on that commission;
yes, sir,

Mr. ABERNETHY. Is the gentleman in & position to give
the House any information about what Is geoing to happen
with the indebtedness of France to this Government, whether
anything has been done or the purpose or whaf they are try-
ing to do? It seems that is one of the largest nations that
does not seem to have any regard for any of her obligations
to this country as far as I ean ascertain, and I want to
know what the status is, if there is any.

Mr. CRISP. I think I can answer for the commission. The
comnission is doing everything that we can to try to bring
about a funding and seftlement of the indebtedness due this
Nafion, not only by France but by all the other creditor nu-
tions, and the eommission is always very happy when it can
present to the House a settlement and funding of any in-
debtedness, even of any of the small nations. The amount
here involved compared with our foreign indebtedness is in-
finitesimal, less than two million, but we are ghul to present
it bhecause we think that is notice to the other creditor na-
tions that the United States expects them to settle their in-
debtedduess, and we lhope these matters will have a salutary
effect on the other nations.

Mr. ABERNETHY. Are there any diplomatic reansons why
we should not say to France that we expeet her to =ettle what
she owes to the United States?

Mr., CRISP. The gentleman from North Carolina will un-
derstand that I am a winority member of the commission, uand
also that our diplomaftic correspondences with other nations
of the world are conducted by the President of the United
States, our Chief Executive, who is eharged with that respon-
sibility, but I know it is the desire of the commission and
the Chief Executive to do all that they ean to bring about
the funding of our foreign indebtedness, We recognize, of
course, it is impossible for these creditor nations owing col-
lossal sums to pay in cash, and therefore we are anxious to
fund and amortize their indebtedness, which we believe
will insure its ultimate payment and tend to stabilize the
world's economic condition, The Foreizn Debt Commission,
and I feel I am authorized to say the Chief Executive, are
doing all they can to try to induce the debtor nations to settle
with us.

Mr. KINDRED. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. CRISP. Yes.

Mr. KINDRED. Going back to the guestion of Hungary,
the gentleman has spoken of the debt being about $2,000,000.
Dioes that refer to the whole balance now due?

My, CRISP. Yes, I will answer the question of the gentle-
man from New York, The total indebtedness of Hungary to
the United States, arising from the sale of foodstuffs to sustain
life, furnished through the Grain Corporation, amounted to
$1,085.835.61. The accrued interest on it up to the time of this
funding of the indebiedness, calculated at 4} per cent, the
same as was done with Great Britain and Finland, brings the
total principal to $1,939,000.

Mr. KINDRED. It has been said that other debtor nations
perhaps have not paid their interest. Has Hungary paid any
interest at all?

Mr. CRISP. When this was funded they paid $745 to reduce
it, so that the bonds and obligations could be worked out in
even dollars,

Now I do not care to take up any further time of the House.
I do not think the agreement and the form of bonds used in this
settlement, which is exactly the same form of bond as was used
in the case of England and Finland, has ever been placed in the
CongGrESsIONAL Recorp, and it may be of convenience in the
future to find the form of that agreement and the bond if
placed in the Recorn. Therefore, Mr. Chairman, I ask unani-
mous consent to extend my remarks by including in the Rec-
oD & copy of the report in which is contained a copy of the
agreement made with Hungary, and a copy of the bond that
is to be executed under the agreement.

The CHAIRMAN., The gentleman from Georgia asks unan-
imous consent to extend his remarks by inserting the report as
indicated. Is there objection?

There was no objection.

Following is the report referred to:

[House of Representatives, Report No. 654, Sixty-eighth Congress,
first session]

SETTLEMENT oF THE DERT oF HUNGARY TO THR UNITED STATES

Mr. Crisp, from the Committee on Ways and Means, submitted
the following report, to accompany H. R, 8905:

The Committee om Ways and Means, to which was referred the
hill (H. R. 80053) to authorize the settlement of the Indebtedness
of the Kingdom of Hungary to the United Btates of Amterica, having
had the same under consideration, unanimously report it back to
the House without amendment and recommend that the bill do pass,

The World War Foreign Debt Commission negotiated a settlemrent
with the minister of Hungary at Washington, which was embodied
in an agreement executed, with the approval of the President and
subject to that of Congress, on April 25, 1924, pursuant to suthorlty
conferred by the act of Congress approved February 9, 1922, as
amended by the act of Congress approved February 28, 19235,

The Indebtedness, in the principal amount of $1,685,835.61, was
inenrred in connection with food purchased on credit from the United
States Grain Corporation for rellef purposes, and is evidenced by ome
of a series of obligations of the Government of Hungary designated
as “ Relief Series C. of 1920, which, according to their express
ternts, are a first lien opon all the assets and revenues of Hungary.

The agreement, with the exeeption hereinafter referred to, follows in
substance that made with the British and Finnish Governments, the
basie date of the bonds to be issued being December 15, 1923, The
principal sum of the debt, as of that date, is $1,930,000 and is payable
in annual installments, beginning with $9,600 on December 135, 1024,
and Increasing with due regularity to $75,000 on December 13, 1085,
Any payment of principal may be deferred for not more than two years
from its doe date, but the payment falling due In the next succeeding
year can not he postponed for more than one year from its due date,
and the payment falling due in the second succeeding year can not be
postponed at all until the payment due two years previous therefo
shall have been made, Payments of prineipal may also be made before
maturity on giving not less than 90 days’ notice. Interest is payable
on the unpaid balances semiannually at the rate of 3§ per cent per
annum to December 15, 1033, and at the rate of 3% per cent per annom
thereafter. One-half of the interest acceruing between December 15,
1923, and December 135, 1928, may be funded into bonds with maturities
simllar to those of the original issue. All payments on account of priun-
cipal or interest are to be made at the Treasury of the United States
or at the Federal Reserve Bank of New York in United States gold coin
of the present standard of value or in obligations of the United States
issued after April 6, 1917,

The exeeption referred to appears in section T of the agreement,
which provides that the bonds to be issued shall be secured in the
same manner and to the same extent as the obligntions of the Govern-
ment of Hungary now beld by the United States, and aunthorizes the
Secretary of the Treasury to release all or any part of such security
for the purpose specified, provided that substantially all other creditor
nations holding obligations of Hungary similarly secured release to a
similar extent the security enjoyed by thelr respective obligntisns. No
such question of security was involved in the settlements with the
British and Finnish Governments.

The Government of Hungary 1s to-day In serious financial difficul-
ties and it appears that a reconstruction lean Is imperative in order to
bring about a rehabilitation of its finances. In order to obtain this
loan it is contemplated that the lien upon the assets and revennes of
Hungary, enjoyed by the series of obligations of the Government
of Hungary referred to, shall be subordinated to that of the recon-
struction loan just as similar llens were sobordinated to that of the
reconstruction loan recently floated by the Government of Ausiria,

SBection T of the agreement makes it possible for thiz Government
to cooperate In this respect with other governments having similar
claims against Hangary and to extend to the Government of Hungary
terms of a similar nature to those already extended to the Govern-
ment of Austria nnder suthority conferred by joint resolution passed
by Congress and approved by the President on Aprll 6, 1022,
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A copy of the letter written by the Secretary of the Treasury, chalr-
man of the World War Forelgn Debt Commission, to the President,
submitting to him for his approval the agreement made by the World
War Forelgn Debt Commission with the Government of Hungary pro-
viding for the funding of its indebtedness, a copy of sald agreement
and the form of the bond to be executed are annexed hereto.

WoRLD WAR FOREIGK DEBT COMMISSION,
Washington, April 25, 102

Dear Me. PresmoexT: The World War Foreign Debt Cowmmission,
created under the act of Congress approved February 9, 1922, as
amended by the act of Congress approved February 28, 1923, having
recelved the representative appointed Ly the Govermment of the
Kingdom of Hupgary to consider the refunding of the Indebtedmess
of that Govermment to the United States, reports as follows:

The Government of the Kingdom of Hungsry desigmated as its
representative Count Laszlo Szechenyl, its envoy extraordinary and
misister plemipotentiary at Washington, who advised the commission
that he had been instructed by his Government te express its desire
to refund its indebtedness to this country, provided that terms could
be agreed upon with which it would be possible for it te comply.
Frequent conferences resulted between representatives of the. com-
mission amd the Hungarian minister at Washington, at which the
minister emphasized particularly the fact that his Governmenfy is
to-day in serions finaneial difficulties andl that a recomstruction lean
has become imperative in order te enable it te rehabllitate its finances.

After full consideration by the commission of the problems involved
in refunding the indebtedness of the Government of Hungary to this
country, the minister indieated that he weuld be willing to enter inte
an arrangement on behalf of his Government to refund the indebted-
ness in question on terms similar to those embodied in the agree-
ment executed by the United States with the Governmeni of Finland
on May 1, 1928, the tetal amount of the indebtedness to be determined
as of December 15, 1923, accrued interest to that date to be com-
puted at the rate of 43 per cent per anoum, the repayment of the
jndebtedness g0 determined to be previded for by the issue at par
as of that date of bonds in the prineipal ameunt of $1,939,000, and
the immediate payment in cash of any amount found to be due over
and above that figure.

The minister pointed eut, however, that the Indebtedness of his
Government to the United States iz evidenced by one of a series of
obligations designated as * Relief series C of 1020," the other bbliga-
tions of this series being held by other ereditor nations of Hungary,;
that this series of obligntions, aecording to its express terms, is a
first lien on all the assets and revennes of Hungary; and that the
success of the reconstruction loan referred to makes it essential that
the lien enjoyed by this series of obligations be subordinated to that
of such loan. He accordingly made his consent to enter inte the
foregoing agreement contingent upon sappropriate provision for the
sgubordination of the lien enjoyed by the obligatien of the Govern-
ment of Hungary now held by the United Btates to that of the loan,
suggesting that seme such course of action be previded for as in the
ease of the relief obligation of the Government of Awustria held by
this Government, by embedying in the form of agreement amd bond
as executed by the Government of Finland two amendments worded
sgubstantially as follows:

To be inserted as section T of the agreement:

“ Recurity: The payment of the principal and interest of all
bonds issued or to be issumed hereunder shall be secured in the
snme manner and to the same extent as the obligation of Hun-
gary in the principal amount of §1,685,885.61, described in the
preamble to this agreemenmt; that is to say, shall De ‘a first
charge upon all the assets and revemues of Hungary and shail
have a priority over costs of reparation under the treaty of
Trianon or under any treaty or agreement supplementary thereto,
or under arrangements concluded between Humgary and the Allied
and Associated Powers during the armistice signed on November
8, 1918': Provided, however, That all er any part of such
security may be relensed by the Becretary of the Treasury of
the United States on such terms and conditions as he may deem
necessary or appropriate in order that the United States may co-
operate in any program whereby Hungary may be able to finance
its immediate needs by the flotation of a loan for reconstruction
purposes, if and when substantially all other creditor nations
holding obligations of Hungary similar to that held by the United
Btates and described in the preamble to this agreement, te wit,
Denmark, France, Great Britain, Holland, Norway, Sweden, and
Bwitzerland, shall release to a similar extent the security en-
joyed by such obligations. The Becretary of the Treasury of the
United States shall be authorized to decide when such action has
been snbstantially taken.”

To be inserted as the third paragraph of the bond:

*“The payment of the principal and interest on this bond is
secured in the same manner and to the same extent as the obliga-

tion of Hungary in the principal amount of $1,685,835.61 de-
seribed in the preamble to said agreement, subject to reledse in
whole or in part by the Secretary of the Treasury of the United
States onder authority conferred by section 7 of said sgreement.”

You will note that the form of agreement as amended makes it
clear that the bonds to be issued pursuant to its terms shall in the
first instanee have the sume security as that now enjoyed Ly the
obligation of the Government of Hungary held by the Tnited States,
but makes It possible for this Government to cooperate with other
governments having elaims against Hungary in the manner required
In the pending program for the financial reconstruction of Hungary.
The amthority conferred upon the Secretary of the Treasury in the
Jatter conneetion by the amendments egresd to is substantlally the
same as that conferred upon him with reference to the rellef obligation
of the Government of Austria held by the United States by the joint
resolution passed by Congress and approved by the Presldent on
April 6, 1922,

Briefiy, the agreement accords to the Government of Humgzary,
with vespect to the repayment of its indebtedness to the United
ftates, terms similar to those already extended to the Governments
of Great Britain and TFinland and, with respect to the security enjoyed
by the indebiedness, terms of similar nature to those already extended
to the Government of Austria.

On April 7, 1924, at 2 meeting of the commission, by appropriate
resolution upanimously adopted, the Secretary of the Treasury, as
chairman of the Werld War Foreign Debt Commissien, with the
approval of the President and subject to the approval of Congress,
wits authorized and directed to execute for the commission on hehalf
of the United States of America, under the terms of the act of Con-
gress approved February 9, 1922, as amended by the act of Congress
approved Febroary 28, 1923, an agreement with the Government of
Hungary providing for the refunding of its indebtedness to the United
States upon terms substantially similar to those embodied in the
agreement conciuded by the United States with the Government of
Finland on May 1, 10923, the form of agreement asnd bond as executed
by the Government of Finland to be amended substantially ag above
indicated.

I have the homor to hand you herewith for your approval such
agreement, executed in two counterparts purssant te the foregoing
resolution, together with one copy thereof for your files.

The commission believes that a settlement of the debt of the Gov-
ernment of Hungary te the United Btates on the basiz specified is
fair and just to both Governments and recommends for submission to
Congress the terms embodied in the agreement herewith,

Should you see fit to indorse your approval on the to counterparts
of the agreement herewith, I should appreciate it if they might be
returned to me, in order that one copy may be transmitted to the
Hungarian minister at Washington and the other to the Treasurer of
the United States, to be held pending such action as Congress may take
in the matter.

Respectfully submitfed.

A W. MeLrON,
Secretary of the Treasury and
Chairman of the Warld War Foreign Debt Commission.
The PRESIDENT,
The White Heuge.

AGREEMEXT MADE THE 23TH DAY OF APRIL, 1824, 4T THE CITY OF WASH-
INGTON, D. C., BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE EINGDOM OF HUN-
GARY, HEREIKAFTER CALLED HUNGARY, PARTY OF THE FIRST PARY, AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, HMERRINAFTEE
CALLED THE TXITED STATES, PARTY OF THE SEC2XD PART

Whereas Hungary is inddébted to the United States as of Deceniber
15, 1923, upon an obligation maturing Janvary 1, 1925, in the prin-
cipal amount of $1,685,885.61, described as “ Relief Series C of 1920,”
together with interest accrued and unpaid thereon; amd

Whereas Hupgary desires to fund said indebtedness to the TUnited
‘States, both prineipal and Interest, thromgh the issue of bonds to the
United States,. and the United States is prepared to aceept bonds from
Hungary upon the terms and conditions hereinafter set forth:

Now, therefore, in consideration of the premises and of the mutual
covenants herein contained, it is agreed as foHows:

1. Amount of indebtedness: The amount of the indebtednesz to be
funded, after allowing for cash payments made or to be made by Hun-
gary, is §1,039,000, which has been computed as follows:

Principal amount of the obligation to be funded______ $1, 685, 835. 61
Interest accrued from Aay 20, 1020, to Dec.

therean
15, 1828, at the rate of 43 per cent per annnm._____ 253, 917. 43

Totul prineipal and inferest, acerued and unpaid

as of Dec. 15, 1923
To be pajd In cash by Hungary April 25, 1924 _____ M
Total indebtedness to be funded into bonds ... 1,838 000. 00

2. Repayment of principal: In order to provide fer the repayment
of the Indebtedness thus to be funded, Hungary will issue to the

1, 939, 753. 04
T53. 04
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United States at par, as of December 15, 1923, bonds of Hungary in
the nggregate principal amount of $1,939,000, dated December 13,
1923, and maturing serially on each December 135 in the succeeding
years for 62 years, in the amounts and on the several dates fixed In
the following schedule:

December 15—
1924

- £9,600
1925 9, 800
1926 10,000
997 10, 200
i it
1929 :
i e
1931 "
1932 L 000
1933 12, 500
mgg 12, 500
19 :
i 1
1937 s b
1938 14, 000
1939 14, 500
1940 g e ggg
194 :
1942 - 18,000
1943 7. 000
1944 17,500
194 3 g 2 1Rl009
184 S 19,000
1947 2 2 19500
1948 20, 500
1949_ 2 21, (000
i e
1 23
1 -
1954 25, 000
18 E
[9 14 . Iy
T T AT SRR Ll T e TS5 el B AT T ~
1959 , 000
i s 2.0
1962 B i 88:000
1963 35, 00D
1964 LSl e s A N e e B A 36, 00D
1965. - = 38, 000
1966 S 40, 000
1967 4 5 %g
1968 2,
= e
) e i 5 9,
- e
L b e L = 4
1973_ ~ZZ 50,000
Ty 51, 000
T 55 000
) s
1977 57, 000
1070 05 000
1980 —— 64,000
i 2o
P T T T T e R e e A e 71: 000
1984_ . 32 73, 000
L B RS B D M s L R T B S B S 75, 000
Total - - 1, 939, 000

Provided, however, That Hungary may at its optlon, upon not less
than 00 days' advance notice to the United States, postpone any pay-
ment falllng due as hereinabove provided to any subsequent June 15 or
December 15 not more than two years distant from its due date, but
only on condition that in case Hungary shall at any time exercise this
option as to any payment of principal, the payment falling due in
the next succeeding year can not be postponed to any date more than
one year distant from the date when it becomes due unless and until
the payment previously postponed shall actnally have been made, and
the payment falling due in the second succeeding year can not be post-
poned at all unless and until the payment of principal due two years
previous thereto shall actually have been made.

All bonds issued or to be issued hereunder to the United States shall
be payable to the Government of the United States of America, or order,
shall be issued in such denominations as may be requested by the
Becretary of the Treasury of the United States, and shall be sub-
stantially in the form set forth in the exhibit hereto annexed and
marked “ Exhibit A" The §1,839,000 principal amount of bonds first
to be lssued hereunder shall be issued in 62 pleces, in denominatiens
and with maturities corresponding to the annual payments of principal
herelnabove get forth.

3. Payment of interest: All bonds issued or to be issued herevnder
shall bear interest, payable semlannually on June 15 and December 15
in each year, at the rate of 3 per cent per annum from December 15,
10823, to December 15, 1033, and thereafter at the rate of 3% per cent
per annum until the principal thereof shall have been paid.

4. Method of payment: All bonds lssued or to be issuned hereunder
shall be payable, as to both principal and interest, in United States
gold coin of the present standard of value, or, at the option of

Hungary, npon not less than 30 days' advance notice to the United
States, in any obligations of the United States issued after April 6,
1017, to be taken at par and accrued interest to the date of payment
hereunder : Provided, however, That Hungary may at its option, npon
not less than B0 days’ advance notice to the United States, pay up to
one-half of any interest accruing between December 15, 1928, and
December 15, 1928, on the $1,959,000 principal amount of bonds first
to be issued hereunder, in bonds of Hungary dated and bearing interest
from the respective dates when the interest to be paid thereby becomes
due, with maturitles arranged serlally to fall on each December 15
in the succeeding years up to December 15, 1985, substantially in the
manuer provided for the original issue in section 2 of this agreement,
and substantially similar in other respects to the original Issue of
bonds under this agreement.

All payments, whether in ecash or in obligations of the Uniled
States, to be made by Hungary on account of the principal or interest
of any bonds issued or to be issued hereunder and held by the United
States, shall be made at the Treasury of the United States in Wash-
ington, or, at the option of the Secretary of the Treasury of the United
States, at the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, and If in eash
shall be made in funds immediately available on the date of payment,
or if in obligations of the United States shall be in form aceceptable to
the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States under the general
regulations of the Treasury Department governing transactions in
Unjted States obligations.

5. Exemption from taxation: The principal and interest of all
bonds issued or to be issued hereunder shall be paid without deduc-
tion for, and shall be exempt from, any and all taxes or other public
ducs, present or future, imposed by or under anthority of Hungary
or any political or loeal taxing authority within the Kingdom of
Hungary, whenever, so long as, and to the extent that beneficial
ownership is in (a) the Government of the United Btates, (b) a
person, firm, or association neither domieiled nor ordinarily resldent
in Huongary, or (e) a corporation not organized under the laws of
Hungary. .

6. Payments before maturity: Hungary may at its option on any
interest date or dates, upon not less than 90 days' advanece notice to
the United States, make advance payments in amounts of $1,000 or
multiples thereof on account of the principal of any bonds lssued or
to be issued hereunder and held by the United States. Any such
advance payments shall first be applied to the principal of any bonds
which shall have been issued hereunder on account of interest acern-
Ing between December 15, 1923, and December 15, 1028, and then fo
the principal of any other bonds lssued or to be issued hereunder and
held by the United States, as may be indicated by Hungary at the time
of the payment,

7. Security : The payment of the principal and Interest of all bonds
issued or to be issued hereunder shall be secured in the same manner
and to the same extent as the obligation of Hungary in the prinecipal
amount of $1,685,835.61, described in the preamble to this agreement :
that is to say, shall be “ a first charge upon all the assets and reve-
nues of Hungary and shall have a priority over costs of reparation
under the treaty of Trianon or under any treaty or agreement sup-
plementary thereto, or under arrangements concluded between Hun-
gary and the Allled and Associated Powers during the armistice
signed on November 3, 1918": Provided, however, That all or any
part of such security may be released by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury of the United States on such terms and conditions as he may
deem necessary or appropriate in order that the United States may
cooperute in any program whereby Hungary may be able {o linance
its lmmediate needs by the flofation of a loan for reconstruction pur-
poses, it and when substantially all other creditor nations holding olli-
gations of Hungary similar to that held by the United States and de-
geribed in the preamble to this agreement, to wit, Denmark, France, Great
Britain, Holland, Norway, Sweden, and Switzerland, shall release to a
similar extent the security enjoyed by such obligations. The Secretary
of the Treasury of the United States shall be authorized to decide when
such aetion has been substantially taken.

8. Exchange for marketable ebligations: Hungary will issue to the
United States at any time, or from time to time, at the request of
the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, in exchange for
any or all of the bonds issued or to be issued hereunder aml held
by the United States, definitive engraved bonds in form sultable
for sale to the public, in such amounts and denominations as the
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States may request, in bearer
form, with provision for regisiration as to principal, and/or In fully
registered form, and otherwise on the same terms and conditions, as
to dates of issue and maturity, rate or rates of Interest, security,
exemption from taxation, payment in obligations of the United
States issued after April 6, 1917, and the like, as the bonds surren-
dered on such exchange, Hungary will deliver definitive engraved
bonds to the United States In accordance herewith within six months
of receiving notlee of any such request from the Secretary of the
Treasury of the United Btates, and pending the delivery of the
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definitive engraved bonds will, at the request of the Secretary of the
Treasury of the United States, deliver temporary bonds or interim
receipts in form satisfactory to the Becretary of the Treasury of the
United States, within 80 days of the receipt of such request, all
without expense to the United States. The United States, before
offering any such bonds or interim receipts for sale in Hungary,
will first offer them to Hungary for purchase at par and acerued
interest, and Hungary shall likewise have the optiom, In Ileu of
issuing any such bonds or interim receipts, to make advance redemp-
tion, at par and accrued interest, of a corresponding principal amount
of bonds issued or to be issued hereunder and held by the United
States. Hungary agrees that the definitive engraved bonds called
for by this paragraph shall contain all such provisions, and that it
will cause to be promulgated all such rules, regulations, and orders
as shall be deemed necessary or desirable by the Secretary of the
Treasury of the United States in order to facilitate the sale of the
bonds in the United States, in Hungary, or elsewhere, and that if
tequested by the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States it
will use its good offices to secure the listing of the bonds on the stock
exchange in Budapest,

9. Cancellation and surrender of relief obligation: Upon the execution
of this agreement the payment to the United States of cash in the
sum of $753.04, as provided in paragraph 1 of this agreement, and
the delivery to the United States of the $1,930,000, prinecipal amount
of bonds of Hungary first to be issued hereunder, together with satis-
factory evidence of authority for the execution of the agreement and
the bonds on behalf of Hungary by its envoy extraordinary and min-
ister plenipotentiary at Washington, and of appropriate action by the
Reparation Commission so as to assure by its approval to the bonds
of Hungary to be issued hereunder the same priority over reparations
as that now enjoyed by the obligation of Hungary in the principal
amount of $1,685,835.61 described in the preamble to this agree-
ment, the United States will cancel and surrender to Hungary, at the
Treasury of the United States in Washington, the obligation of Hun-
gary last described.

10, Notices: Any notice, request, or consent under the hand of the
Becretary of the Treasury of the United Btates shall be deemed and
taken as the notice, request, or consent of the United States, and shall
be sufficient if delivered at the Legation of Hungary at Washington
or at the office of the Minister of Finance In Budapest, and any notice,
request, or election from or by Hungary shall be sufficient if delivered
to the American Legation at Budapest or to the Secretary of the
Treasury at the Treasury of the United States in Washington. The
United States, In its discretion, may walve any notlce required here-
under, but any such waiver shall be in writing, and shall not extend to or
affect any subsequent notice or impair any right of the United States
to require notice hereunder.

11, Compliance with legal requirements: Hungary represents and
agrees that the execution and delivery of this agreement and of the
bonds issued or to be issued hereunder have in all respects been duly
authorized, and that all acts, condlitions, and legal formalities which
ghould have been completed prior to the making of this agreement and
the issuance of bonds hereunder have been completed as required by
the laws of Hungary and/or applicable treaties and in conformity
therewith.

12, Counterparts: This agreement shall be executed in two counter-
parts, each of which shall have the force and effect of an original,

In witness whereof Hungary has caused this agreement to be exe-
cuted on its behalf by its envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo-
tentiary at Washington, thereunto duly authorized, and the United
States has likewise caused this agreement to be executed on its be-
half by the Secretary of the Treasury, as chairman of the World War
Foreign Debt Commission, with the approval of the President, all on
the day and year first above written, subject, however, to the approval
of Congress, pursnant to the act of Congress approved February 9,
1922, as amended by the act of Congress approved February 28, 1923,
notiee of which approval, when given by Congress, will be transmitted
in due course by the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States
to the Legation of Hungary at Washington.

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
Kixcpod OF HUNGARY,
By LASzLO SzECHENYI,
Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary.
THE GOYERNMENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

For the commission :

By A. W. MBLLON,
Secretary of the Treasury and
Chairman of the World War Foreign Debt Commission,

Approved:

: Canvix Cooninge, President.

ExHIBIT A
{(Form of bond)
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KIiNeDoM OF HUNGARY
Sixty-two year 3-33 per cent gold bond
Dated December 15, 1923—maturing December 15, ——.
d 3 No, =—,

The Government of the Kingdom of Hungary, hereinafter called
Hungary, for value received promises to pay to the Government of
the United States of America, hereinafter called the United States,
or order, on the 15th day of December, , the sum of
dollars ($———), and to pay interest upon sald principal sum semi-
annually on the 15th day of June and December in each year, at the
rate of 3 per cent per amnum from Decemrber 15, 1923, to December 15,
1033, and at the rate of 3} per cent per annum thereafter until the
principal hereof shall have been paid. This bond is payable as to both
principal and interest in gold coin of the United States of America of
the present standard of value, or, at the option of Hungary, upen not
less than 30 days’ advance notice to the United Btates, in any obli-
gations of the United Btates issued after April 6, 1917, to be taken at
par and accrued interest to the date of payment hereunder. This bond
is payable as to both principal and interest without deduction for, and
is exempt from, any and all taxes and other public dues, present or-
future, imposed by or under authority of Hungary or any political
or local taxing authority within the Kingdom of Hungary, whenever,
so-long as, and to the extent that beneficial ownership is in (a) the
Government of the United States, (b) a person, firm, or association
neither domiciled nor ordinarily resident in Hungary, or (¢) a cor-
poration not organized under the laws of Hungary. This bond is pay-
able as to both principal and interest at the Treasury of the United
States in Washington, D. C; or, at the option of the Secretary of the
Treasury of the United States, at the Federal Reserve Bank of New
York.

This bond is Issued under an agreement dated April 25, 1924, be-
tween Hungary and the United States, to which this bond i3 subject
and to which reference is made for a further statement of its terms
and conditions.

The payment of the principal and interest on this bond is secured
in the same manner and to the same extent as the obligation of Hun-
gary in the principal amount of $1,680,885.61, described in the pre-
amble to said agreement, subject to release in whole or in part by the
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States under authority con-
ferred by section T of said agreement,

In witness whereof Hungary has caused thls bond to be executed
in its behalf at the city of Washington, D. (', by its envoy extraor-
dinary and minister plenipotentinry at Washington, thereunto duly
authorized.

The Government of the Kingdom of Hungary :

B, L]
Envoy Ertraordinary and
Alinigter Plenipotentiary.

Dated December 15, 1923.
{Back)
The following amounts have been paid upon the principal amouat
of this bond :
Date Amrount paid

Mr, CRISP. AMr. Chairman, I yield such time to the gentle-
man from Ohio [Mr. BurroN] as he may desire.

Mr. BURTON. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the commit-
tee, the gentleman from Georgia [Mr, Crisp] has stated the
whole case. I do not think it is necessary to add anything, The
amount of the proposed loan to Hungary for reconstruction is
250,000,000 gold kroner. The gold kroner is worth 20} cents,
so that the amount would be a little over $50,000,000. The
proposed bonds to the United States, aggregating a little less
than $2,000,000, would be in the same class with other relief
loans made by other countries to Hungary. The aggregate of
those loans is about $000,000. It must be stated that for the
payment of these loans the revenues of Hungary are pledged,
although if the 250,000,000 gold kroner loan for reconstruc-
tion should be made, that would have a prior claim. The prop-
osition for giving preference rests on the theory that it is neces-
sary for the very life of that country, and that such a loan
would add to the ability of Hungary in the long run to pay this
smaller amount due to us. Similar preference for a loan of
650,000,000 gold kroner was granted to Austria.

Mr. CHINDBLOM. My, Chairman, will the gentleman yield?

Mr, BURTON. Yes.

Mr. CHINDBLOM. Does the gentleman mean to say that
the obligations to the other conntries on the part of Hungary
were about $800,0007

Mr. BURTON. Yes; that is in gold values. The indebtedness
to these other countries as given out by them is in their paper
currencies, To Denmark it is 477,000 kroner, to France 992,000
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franes, fo Great Britain 128,000 pounds. This last is the largest.
Then there is the indebtedness to Holland, Norway, Sweden,
and Switzerland. They aggregate at the present value of
foreign eurrency in this country about $900,000.

Mr. CHINDBLOM. It is interesting to note that the total
amount was $2,585,000, of which the United States loaned
$1,685,000, and all the other countries $900,000.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read.

The Clerk read the bill as follows.

Be it enacted, etc., That the settlement of the Indebtedness of
the Kingdom of Hungary to the United States of America, made by
the World: War Foreign Debt Commission and sapproved by the
President upon the following terms, is hereby approved and author-
ized :

Principal amount of obligation to be funded, $£1,685835.61: in-
terest acerned thereon to December 15, 1923, at the rates of 4%
per cent per annum, $253,917.43; total principal and Interest ac-
crued and unpaid as of December 15, 19238, §1,939,753.04; less pay-
ment in cash by Hungary on April 25, 1924, $753.04; total indebted-
ness to be funded into bonds, $1,929,000.

The principal of the bonds shall be paid in annual installments
on the 15th day of December, up to and incloding December 13,
1985, on a fixed schedule, subject to the right of the Government
of Hungary to make these payments in three-year periods; the
amount of the first year's Installment shall be $9,600, the install-
ments to increase with due regularity until, in the 62d year, the
amount of the installment shall be §$75,000, the aggregate install-
ments being equal to the total principal of the debt.

The Government of Hungary shall have the right to pay off addi-
tional amounts of the principal of the bonds on any interest date
upon 90 days’ notice.

Interest shall be payable upon the unpald balances at the following
rates, on December 15 and June 15 of each year: -,

At the rate of 3 per cent per annum, payable semi-annually, from
December 15, 1923, to December 15, 1933, and thereafter at the
rate of 83 per cent per annum, payable semiannually until final
payment,

The Government of Hungary shall haye the right to pay up to
one-half of any interest sceruing between December 15, 1923, and
| December 15, 1928, on the $1,839,000 principal amount of the
bonds first to be issued in bonds of Hungary dated as of the re-
spective dates when the interest to be paid thereby becomes due,
payable as to principal on the 15th day of December In each sue-
ceeding year, up to and including December 15, 1985, on a fixed
echedule, in annual Iostallments, increasing with due regularity in
proportion to and in the manper provided for payments to be
made on account of principal of the original issue of bonds, bear-

. ing the same rates of interest and being similar in other respects |

to such original issue of bonds.

Any payment of interest or of prineipal shall be made in United
States gold coin of the present standard of wvalue or at the option
of the Government of Hungery, in any United States Government
obligations issued after April 6, 1917, such obligations to be taken
at par and accrued interest. i

The payment of the principal and interest of the bonds shall be
secured in the same manner and to the same extent as the obliga-
tion of Hungary which 18 to be funded: Provided, however, That
all er any part of such security may be released by the Becretary
of the Treasury on such terms and conditions as he may deem
necessary or appropriate in order that the United States may co-
operate in any program whereby Hungary may be able fo finance
fts immediate needs by the flotation of a loan for recomstruction
purposes, if and when substantially all other creditor nations hold-
ing obligations similar to that held by the United States which
is to be funded, to wit, Denmark, France, Great Britain, Holland,
Norway, Sweden, and Switzerland, shall release to a similar extent
the securlty enjoyed by such obligations,

The Secretary of the Treasury shall be authorized to decide when
this action has been substantially taken.

Mr. CRISP. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee rise
and report the bill to the House, with the recommendation that
it pass.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly the committee rose; and the Speaker having
resumed the chair, Mr. Saxpers of Indiana, Chairman of the
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union,
reported that that committee, having under consideration the
bill (H. . 8005) to authorize the settlement of the indebiedness
of the Kingdom of Hungary to the United States of America,
had directed him to report the same back to the House with
the recommendation that it pass,

Mr. ORISP. Mr. Speaker, I move the previous question on
the hill to final passage,

The previous question was ordered.

The SPEAKER. The question is on the engrossment and|
third reading of the hilL

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time,
was read the third time, and passed.

On motion of Mr. Crise, a motion to reconsider the vofe
whereby the bill was passed was laid on the table,

PEEMISSION TO ADDRESS THE HOUSE

Mr. NEWTON of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, I desire to!
prefer a unanimous consent request, that on Wednesday of
this week, when the gentleman from Nebraska [Mr, SHALLEN-
BERGER] concludes his address of 30 minutes, the gentleman
from California [Mr. Lea] and the gentleman from Kansas
[Mr. Hocu], both members of the Committee on Interstate!
and Foreign Commerce, shall each have 20 minutes’ time in
which to address the House upon section 15a of the transpor-'
tation act, which is the subject matter of the address of the
gentleman from Nebraska,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Minnesota asks unani-
mous consent that on Wednesday of this week, when the gen-
tleman from Nebraska [Mr, SHALLENBERGER] concludes his ad-
dress, the gentleman from California [Mr. Lea] and the gen-
tleman from Kansas [Mr. HocH] each have 20 minutes’ time
in which to address the House upon section 15a of the trans-
portation act. Is there objection? [After a pause.] The Chair
hears none.

STOCK-BAISING HOMESTEADS

Mr. SINNOTT. Mr. Speaker, I call up the conference report
on Senate bill 381,

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Oregon calls up the
conference report en Senafe bill 381, which the Clerk will
report.

The Clerk read the conference report, as follows:

CONFERERCE REPOET

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the
two Houses on the amendments of the House to the bill (8.
381) *to amend section 2 of the act entitled ‘An act to pro-
vide for stock-raising homesteads, and for other purposes,’ ap-
proved December 29, 1916 (Stat. L. p. 862),” having met,
after full and free conference have agreed to recommend and
do recommend to their respective Houses as follows:

That the House recede from its amendments numbered 2
and 3.

That the Senate recede from its disagreement to the amend-
ment of the House numbered 4, and agree to the same.

Amendment numbered 1: That the Senate recede from its dis-
agreement to the amendment of the House numbered 1, and
agree to the same with an amendment as follows: In lieu of
the matter inserted by said amendment insert the following:
“+ but no right to occupy such lands shall be acquired by reason
of sald application until said lands have been designated as
stock-raising lands, unless the applicant actnally establishes
his residence and resides on the land”; and the House agree to
the same.

N. J. Sixrwort,
Appison T. SaorH,
Joax E. BAXER,
Managers on the part of the House.
E. F. Lapn,
Rogr. N. STANFIRID,
A. A. JoNES,
Managers on the pert of the Senate.

STATEMERT

The managers on the part of the House at the conference on
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the amendments of
the House to the bill (8. 381) to amend section 2 of the act
entitled “An act to provide for stock-raising homesteads, and
for other purposes,” approved December 29, 1916 (39 Stat L.
p. 862), submit the following statement explaining the effect
of the action agreed on:

The action agreed on in no way changes the purpose of the
House amendments, but merely makes clear an ambignity in
the House amendment which might otherwise be subject to the
interpretation that only the actual land on which the residence
was located could be occupied by the entryman.

N. J. SixwNotT, .

Apprsox T. SarH,

Joax E. RAKER,
Alanagers on the part of the House.

e T e e i e,
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Mr. SINNOTT. Mr, Speaker, this is a unanimous report
of the managers on the part of the House and also on the part
of the Senate. In the House amendments there was an am-
biguity that might leave the action of the House amendments
subject to the interpretation that only the land actually occu-
pied by the house could be oecupied by the entryman, whereas
it was intended that as soon as he established his residence
upon the land applied for he could occupy all the land, and the
effect of the action of the conferees is to clear up that am-
biguity. :

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the com-
ference report.

The conference report was agreed to.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Dy unanimous consent leave of absence was granted as fol-
lows:

To Mr. O'Coxxern of New York, indefinitely, on account of
gickness in family.

To Mr. Vagg, for several days, on account of death of his
sister,

To Mr. TacUE (at the request of Mr. CoNNERY), indefinitely,
on account of illness.

To Mr. Baxxueap, for four days, on accounf of important
business,

To Mr. Boies, indefinitely, on account of important business.

PERMISSION TO ADDRESS THE HOUSE

Mr. CONNALLY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it seems that next
Wednesday is to be largely devoted to speech making. I ask
pnanimous consent to address the House for 20 minutes on
that day.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Texas asks unanimous
consent to address the House on Wednesday next for 20
minutes. Is there objection? [After a pause,] The Chair
liears none.

Mr. TINCHER. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
address the House for 10 minutes on Wednesday next.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kansas asks unani-
mous congent to address the Hounse for 10 minutes on Wednes-
day next. Is there objection? [Affer a pause.] The Chair
hears none. ]

HAND PLAN—REIMBURSEMENT COUNTIES—NATIONAL FORESTS

Mr. RAKER. Mr, Speaker, 1 ask unanimous consent that I
may extend my remarks by printing as a part of them what is
known as the Hand plan on reforestation and reimbursement,
together with extracts from the laws of the various Stuates re-
garding taxation, as well as information and statements T have
received from various people over the United States in regard
to reimbursement to counties wherein the Unifed States takes
over and reserves public lauds for providing timber for the
whole people of the United States. I wanted to make my
statement clear, so that there will be no misunderstanding of it.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from California asks unani-
mous consent to extend the matter he has indicated in the
Recorp by inserting the various documents he has mentioned.
Is there objection?

There was no objection,

Mr. RAKER. Mr. Speaker and gentlemen, under the permis-
sion given me by the House, I will take the opportunity to dis-
cuss what 1s known in the West as the * Hand plan” of reim-
bursement of the counties in the 16 Western public-land States
where forest reserves have been created, as it affects those
connties' revenues by reason of the lands thus withdrawn being
relieved of taxation, and in turn the several counties where the
lands are located, being deprived of taxes that they would get
were the lands in private ownership.

The “ Hand plan” provides for the Federal Government re-
imbursing the several counties in which the national forests
are located by way of payment by the Government to the coun-
ties an amount that would be paid in taxes by a private owner
were the lands in private ownership.

This plan does not in the least question the foresight and
wisdom in establishing national forests nor in being main-
tained.

They are created for all the people of the United Stafes, for
present and future nse.’ The Government holds these national
forests as a proprietor for all its people. They will redound
to the benefit of all the citizens of this country. Therefore
this payment to the counties in reimbursement of what they
lose in the way of taxes not heing assessed and collected from
the Federal Government, should come out of the General
Treasury of the Federal Government, to which fund the whole
citizenry contributes,

To carry on this plan of county reimbursement, on May 25,
1922, M. R. 11789—Sixty-seventh Congress, second session—
was introduced. )

On December 5, 1923—Sixty-eighth Congress, first session—
H, R. 148 was introduced. The two Dbills are identical in
language. They both authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
cary on the provisions thereof.

After reflection it seemed more appropriate to have the See-
retary of Agriculture perform this work. Therefore, I intro-
duced H, I&. 8844 on April 22, 1924. The same as the other
two bills, with the exception that the Secretary of Agriculture
is named in the latter bill instead of the Secretary of the
Interior. H. R. 8844 ig as follows:

A bill (H. R. 8844) to provide compensation in lieu of taxes for the
several States with respect to certain lands of the United States
within the borders of said States, and for other purposes

Be it enacted, ete., That when used in this act, unless the context
indleates otherwise, the term *lands of the United States ™ means lands
set apart, reserved, or withdrawn under the provisions of section 24
of the act of Congress approved March 3, 1891, entitled “An nct to
repeal timber culture laws, and for other purposes,” and acts amenda-
tory thereof and supplemental thereto, or obtained or acquired under
the act of March 1, 1911 (36 Stat. L. p. 961), and acts amendatory
thereof and supplemental thereto.

The term “Secretary ' means the Secretary of Agriculture.

SEC. 2. That the United States Government hereby assumes, subject
to the conditions of this act or any subsequent act of Congress, the
payment to the several States of sums of money equivalent to the
amounts which such States would recelve from the taxation of said
lands of the United States within their respective borders if such lands
were owned hy individuals.

Sgc. 3. That the Secretary shall, as soon as practicable after the
passage of this act and annually thereafter, at such time of the year
as the legislature of the State may designate, send a statement to the
governor, or sich other officer as the legislature may designate, of
every State in which such lands are located, deseribing the location,
gize, and character of all lands of the United States within the border
of such State, together with such information respecting such lands
a8 he may possess which may be usgeful in properly determining their
value,

Sec. 4. That no payments shall be made to any State under the
provisions of this act until such State has, with respect to the lands
of the United States in question, acting through its officers and agents
duly anthorized therefor—

(1) Preperly assessed such lands of the United States at a rate no
higher than that at which other similar lands within such State are
assessed.

(2) Applied to such assessed valuation a factor no higher than the
tax rate applied to the assessed value of other similar lands within
guch State.

(3) Becured in this manner, a figure from which shall be deducted
any allowances made by such Btate to its taxpayers in similar cases
for prompt payment of taxes or for any other reason.

{4) Certified the figures so reached with respect to each piece of such
lands of the United States, accompanied by statements as to the
methods employed in arriving at such figures, to the Secretary.

(5) Furnished the Recretary with such further information as he
may request respecting the methods employed in valuing and assessing
such lands of the United Btates and in assessing and taxing other
similar lands within the State,

(6) Complied with such rules and regulations as the Becretary may
prescribe for carrying out the provisions of this act,

Sgc. 5. That the Secretary shall receive and examine the figures
gubmitted by the States under the provisions of gection 4. In the
event that any State shall submit figures with respect to any lands of
the United States, based (1) on a higher valuation than the Secretary
believes to be the actual value of such lands, or (2) on a higher rate
of nssessment or of taxation than he believes is employed in the case
of other similar lands within such State, or (3) in whole or in part
on any other improper consideration, he shall go revise and reduce
such figures as to allow and compensate for such error or misealeu-
lation. Such revised and reduced figures shall be final and conclusive
when so determined by the Secretary, except that he may, in his dis-
cretion, permit any State affected by such revision or reduction to
offer such evidence and argnment respecting the matters in question
asg he may deem advisable, after which the Secretary may change his
determination in such manner as he shall deem proper.

Sec. 6. That the Becretary shall certify to the Secretary of the Treas-
ury annually and as promptly as practicable with respect to every
State receiving benefits hereunder the amounts to which such State is
entitled nnder the provisions of this act. The Secretary of the Treas-
ury shall thereupon ecause such gmounts to be paid to the designated
officers of the Biate indicated. Whenever the Secretary shall deter-
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mine that any State bas, for any reason, been paid more than the
amounts to which it is entitled under the provisions of this act, he shall
deduct such overpayments from the next amounts certified fo the Secre-
tary of the Treasury for payment to such State.

Sec. 7. That no payments shall be made to any State, under the pro-
visions of this act, with respect to any such lands of the United States
which do not remain such for the entire tax year of the State in which
they are located, nor with respect to any such lands of the United
States which the State might lawfully tax by reason of the fact that
the beneficial interest in such lands i8 not vested in the Unifed States.

8mc. 8. That the Secretary shall bave power to prescribe rules and
regulations for carrying out the provisions of this act.

8ec. 9. That there Is hereby authorized to be appropriated, out of
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, such sums as
may be necessary to enable the Secretary of the Treasury from time to
{ime to make the payments required by this act.

The “Hand plan,” county reimbursement plan, written by
Mr. Charles K. Hand, and issued by the Placer County Chamber
of Commerce, Eldorado County Chamber of Commerce, and
boards of supervisors of Placer and Eldorado Counties jointly,
presents the subject in concrete form, and is:

FOREST EXCHANGE BILLS AND COUXNTY REIMBUBRSEMENT PLAN

The united chambers of commerce of Eldorado and Placer Countles
and the joint boards of supervisors of said connties submit the follow-
ing as their views on the exchange bills now pending in* Congress and
also advance reasons why the Federal Government should reimburse
the counties in which forest districts lie, and earnestly request the
heurty cooperation and indorsement of chambers of eommerce, boards of
supervisors, and other eivic bodles in a matter which we deem to be
right and just and which is of vast importance to California as well
as to other Western States and is of particular interest to those
counties, portions of which are in the Bhasta, Plumas, Tahoe, and
Eldorado Natlonal Forests, for the reason that the exchange bills
referred to herein cover those particular forests.

In order to show the position of Congressman Joux E. RAKER on
this sabject we guote from a letter received by this committee from
Mr. RBaxEr a few days ago, as follows:

“The Hand proposition is right and to my mind unanswerable,
but while I have been working on it in the House certain Sena-
tors have been working on it on a little different line in the
Senate. We have not proceeded very far because of the gemeral
opposition in the East to provide for taxation for western counties
in which forest reserves are situated, and then the contention
that we are recelving new as much, if not more than we could
by direct taxation, frem the revenue and receipts from. permits,
timber, ete,, from the national forests. However, notwithstand-
ing this countentlon and opposition, the Hand proposal will con-
tinze to have my favorable and earnest consideration &nd
attention.”

The gistrict forester in his statement on the exchange bills an-
ponnces the policy of the Government, as follows:

“ Our first energies should be directed toward acquiring lands
which are already within the national-forest boundaries and are
chiefly valuable for timber prodnction and watershed protection,
ete.

“ Becondly, our energies should be directed to & loglcal round-
ing out of present forest units. It is a fact that onr present
boundaries are in many cases unsatisfactery, many irregularities
being made for the sole purpose of excluding private lands at the
borders of the forests where the excluded areas are absolutely
forest lands. It i8 extremcly desirable to acquire them and
re-form our boundaries along permanent physical lines.

“The Forest Service was consulted in drawing the boundaries
of the warious bills introduced, and that the boundaries of the
forests mentioned do not now include areas of fine timber-pro-
ducing lands which should ultimately be in public ownership,
and it 1z hoped that through land-exchange legislation that they
may be gradually acquired.”

The matter was brought to the attention of the Eldorado Couuty
Chamber of Commerce and was by that body referred to its legislative
committee, and Mr. Hand was added as a epecial member for the
occasion, and Supervisor Bchroeder was appointed by the board of
supervisors to represent that body in this matter.

In the discussion in the separate chambers and also at the joint
meeting of the chambers and boards of supervisors of Placer and El-
dorado Counties the policy of the Government acquiring privately
owned lands within the present boundaries, and also acquiring pri-
vately owned lands within the new or proposed boundaries of the
forests were considered very objectionable because of the fact that
every additional acre acquired by the Government ceases to be revenue
producing, thus adding to the already overburdem of the counties, The
chambers of commerce and boards of supervisors believe the principle
on which the national forests were created to be right, In so far as
conservation is concerned, and we bave no objection to the Government

acquiring privetely owned lands, within or without the forests, pro-
vided legislation whereby the National Government would reimburse
the counties along the lines suggested herein later, and which the bill
prepared by Representative Joux BE. RAKER two years ago at the re-
quest of Mr. Hand would remedy, thus relieving the countles and
placing the burden where it belongs, even though we are not fully
satisfied with the exchange provislons in the four bills, for we view
them as along similar lines as the old scrip and lien Iand acts, and just
a8 wide open to fraud.

A little over a year ago Mr. Paul G. Redington, disirict forester at
San Francisco, sent out a circular letter to the various forest super-
visors in his district, In which he quotes from a paper on the subject
of exchange lands within forests which was read at Epokane hy Mr.
Huntington Taylor, general manager of the Edward Rutledge Timber
Co., and which Mr, Redington advised * will form & basis to argus on
should you—meaning his forest supervisors—have the opportunity to
discuss the general subject with boards of supervisors and other publie
officials.”

In the paper read by Mr. Taylor, he says that—

* The question of the effect of land exchange on the tax receipts
of the States and counties is important, but there scems to be
small cause for public alarm.”

We certainly believe the effect on the counties to be ‘‘ important,”
so much 8o that unless relief measures arve fortheoming, some, if not all,
of the counties will be seriously injured in their sources of revenue
from taxation. Mr, Taylor says that “in the timber regions the stump-
age owner will have a keen interest in tax matters for a4 good many
years to come, and there will be small likelihood of his supporting any
measure which will mean an abrupt increase in his tazes."

The big timber interests are behind and backing the exchange bills,
congequently they must be eatisfied; so also iz the dlstrict forester,
Secretaries of Agriculture and Interior, but how about the ecounties,
and what provision has been made for reimbursing them for this loss
of revenue? Iave the coumty boards of supervisors been eonsulted?
Are they willing that the boundaries of the forests be enlarged by the
taking in of vast areas of lands outside the present boundarles and
from which they are mow recéiving tax revenue, said lands by the ex-
change bills to become publicly owned and therefore not subject to tax-
atlon? Are the taxpayers who maintain county government in counties
a porfion of which is in the Shasta, Plumas, Eldorado, and Tahoe
Forests, willing that cut-over lands, now owned by private individuoals,
be taken in exchange for standing timber, thus losing their percentage
on stumpage sales? We do not think so, and believe that they are
entitled to consideration and to be heard In the matier.

On the subject of cut-over lands, owned by private individuals within
the forests, Mr, Taylor mentions the possibility of the timber eoncerns
allowing the taxes to become delinguent and uses the following lan-
guage :

“ Unquestionably as time goes on, and the accumulated burden
of taxes becomes heavier, the private owner will be forced to
unload his cut-over lands."

This is a serious problem, for should it bhappen the lands would be-
come delinguent, be eold to the State for taxes, and would cease to be
revenue producing, or would fall into the hands of stock raisers and
wounld lose most of thelr value as forest-producing lands. We are con-
vinced that the Government should acquire the cut-over lands and
allow them to reforest, but this ghould not be done at the expense of
the counties in which the forests are located. The Federal Govern-
ment should reimburse the counties, thus placing the burden where it
belongs—that is, upon all of the people of the United States— and the
counties should not be compelled to bear this burden for possibly 200
yeiars, which time it would take for reforestation.

Quoting again from Mr, Taylor:

“The national forests now turn over 85 per cent of thelr gross
incomes to the counties in which they are sitoated. In some
localities this already overbalances the tax returns which would
have been secured if the lands had passed to private ownership,”

and so forth.

If the statemrent of AMr. Taylor is true, then, from the standpoint®of
the National Government, it is but another argument in favor of refm-
bursing the counties on & valuation basis, as it would be a gain for
the Nation, and there is no question but that tbe counties would be
better satisfied. We disagree with Mr, Taylor and doubt if there is a
forest in the United Btates where the above is true, unless it be in
one particular year, but surely it iz not true covering a period of years.
It is not so with any of the forests in California. Dlumas County Is
receiving more revenue from stumpage sales than is any other county
in the State. We have compiled the figures in all of the forests in this
State and know that they are receiving very little returns from the sale
of Government-owned timber,

In the year 1921 the Federal Government paid into the treasuries
of the 39 counties in California in which district foresis lie the sun
of $132,406, or an average of about $340 per county.

The greater part of the Eldorado National Forest is in Eldorado
County, and is in part in Placer, Amador, Alpine, and a small part in
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Nevada., In the year 1915 the Federal Government paid into the treasary
of Eldoradn County as returns from all sources, including timber
sales, pasturage, and so forth, the sum of §1,271.34; in 1016, $1,047.44;
in 1917, $1,466.22; in 1918, $1,823.88; in 1019, $2,485.80; and, in
1020 the sum of $2,828.02, making a grand total for a period of six
years of $11782.80, an average of less than §2,000 a year. The
fizures guoted are taken from the books of the treasurer of Eldorado
County, and his certificate was forwarded to Representative RAxum,
and are not based on the mere say so of some person who. is trying
to create the impression that the counties are receiving substantial
revenue from the forests. Trinity County alone has upward of 16,000~
000,000 feet of Government-owned standing timber, and practically
none of it is being sold, hence no revenue, and such is the case in the
other counties, parts of which are in forest reserves. The large timber
coucerns mow operating are not buying timber from the Governnrent
on a stumpage basis but are cutting over their own lands, thus de-
creasing their assessed valuation, and in this county they get a reduc-
tion in assessed valuation of $13 per acre on each acre cut over; so
you see it means decreased valuation of privately owned lands within
the foresta and increased valuation on lands outside the forest to
produce revenue sufficlent to maintain county government.

A wost amount of timber is now belng advertised for sale in the
Lassen National Forest. Should this sale be consummated the counties
in this forest would receive their percentage; but how. about the next
150 or 200 years, which time it would take for reforestation, and what
would the average be per year?

We have examined the exchange bill relative to the Eldorado Forest
and find that in addition to the 840,128 acres already within the old
forest boundarles, this bill, if enacted into law, would take in 133.000
additional acres, 125001 of which additional acres are in Eldorado
County.

A careful study and examination has been made, agd we find that
& large portion of the 125,551 acres aforesaid is privately owned and
on which taxes are now being pald to the county, and that the pres-
ent assessed valuntion of what is in private hands is $005,924. This
valuation computed at onr average tax rate of $2.28 on the $100
valuation means that we will lose in taxes npward of $20,000 per
year, In addition to what we are already losing In the original forest,
should the boundaries proposed in the exchange biils relative to this
forest and the spirit of the bill and declured policy of the Govern-
ment, that of * acquiring all privately owned lands,” be carricd out;
and if it is not carried out, what then is the purpose of the bills?

The matter of the loss of an assessed valuation to Eldorado
County of $805.924 and an annual loss of upward of $20.000 In taxes
may not be considered much by some of the large counties of the
United States; but to us, with a total assessed valuoation of about
£10,000,000 and a population: of about T7,000—It seems to ns to he
guite a conslderable sum and prompts us to again ask that before
the exchange bills pass provision be made to reimburse the counties.
The Department of Agriculture should’ see these things, and the
justice of what we ask sbould appeal to its officials as well as to the
Congressman and Senator from East amd West, North or South.

In the matter of the Tahoe Forest, we have computed the acreage
that the bill will add to the present forest reserve, and we find
452,480 acres will be annexed to the already large acreage of the
old, forest should that bill become the law. We find that the pro-
posed new boundaries of the Bhasta and Plumas Forests will add to
these forests hundreds of thousands of aeres, from many of which
gald acres the counties are now receiving revenue from taxation whieh
will be lost fe them should the bills be passed and the policy of the
Government be carried ont.

A glance at the map of the United States showing the national
forests thereon will convinee a person of the importanee to the West
of a relief measure such as we ask, and more particularly to Califor-
nia, with a serles of national forests along almost the entire east side
of the State and for many miles along the coast. It would provide
for the National Government reimbursing the forest counties on a
valuation basis of Government-owned lands, the valuation to be fixed
as per privately owned lands within the same forest or upon a
standing-timber basis, either of which we believe to be jfnst and
equitable ways fo solve the problem.

We wish to make our pesition clear, and being more familinr with
thd Flderado National Fdrest than with any of the other forests
we will use it as an example. The present forest contains 840,128
acres of land, 553,388 acres of which are Government-owned lands
and, being In a national forest, are not subject to entry or to taxa-
tion. There are 246,740 acres of land in this forest, owned by
private individuals, and the average assessed valuation of this privately
owned land is about $12 per acre. As above stated, there are
bB53,388 acres owned by the Government, which sald last number of
acres of land at the average assessed valnation of $12 per acre, as
per privately owned lands within said forest, i3 a loss to us in
assessed vaination of $6,500,000 and will continue to be so long as
the law remains as it is.

The fact that $6,900,000 is lost to Placer, Bldorado, Amador,
Alpine, and a part of Nevada In assessed valoation means at onr

present rate of taxation we: are losing in taxes annually about
$150,000, And if the exchange bill relative to this forest is passed,
it will take an additional $20,000 per annum from the revenues of
Eldorado County., I am assuming that those who are familiar with
the rapidity with whiech timber and grazing lands have been taken
up in the past will realize that every acre of available land within
all forests would long ago have been in private hands had not the
reserves been created.

The Government-owned timber on the Eldorado reserve has been
cruised and estimated, and the figures disclose that there are 4,841 -
862,000 feet, board measure. An estimate of $1.50 stumpage per
thousand feet, which is a low estimate indeed, wonld fix a valuation
of more than $7,000,000 on the timber alome, and with the land
values: would make a total valuation of upward of $10,000,000,

The Department of Agriculture fixed a valuation of $200,000,000 on
the national forests inside the State of Cslifarnia. This amount fn-
cludes the valuation of all resources of the forests, such as land
values; timber, forage, mineral, and water resources.

In the year 1920 the United States Bureau of Publie Reads fixed a
valuation on the timber and forage resourees in the national forests
of California at §146,509,8668. The valuation by the Bureau of Public
Roads was made for the purpose of determining what each connty in
which there are national forests is entitled to for road building from
the Federal Government under the act of July 11, 1918,

The value placed on timber and forage resources in the varions
counties iz as follows:

Placer County- Lt $1, 8908, 353
Nevada County 1, 062, 235
Amador Coonnty. . ' 746, 361
Sterra  County 4, 80T, 023
Eldorddo County oo L L v 4, 250, 417

In the year 1921 Placer County received from the Federal Govern-
ment as returns from all national-forest resources the snm of $2,998;
Nevida County received $2,084; Amador County received $351; Slerra
County $5,055: and Eldorado $1.084,

Interesting comparisons can. be made by computing the taxes on the
national-forest resources at the present connty-tax rate of the various
counties, and for this comparison we will use 50 per cent of the valua-
tion as fixed by the United' States Bureau of Public Roads, which in-
chided the valation placed by that bureau on timber and grazing
resources only. On a 50 per cent basls in Amador County the taxes
would be $8.894 instead of $312; in Placer County, $25,900.75 instead
of $2,908: Nevadw County, $18,080.05 instead of $2.094; Wldorado
County, $59.559 instead of §1.984 ; Lassen County, $84,882 instead of
$6,901 ; Mumas Connty, $147,665 instead of $17,808; Siskiyon County,
§207,138 instead of $10,470, and if the national-forest resources In
Californin were assessed at half the value as placed thereon by the
United Btates Burean of Poblic Roads and taxed at a 2.5 per cent the
total revenne for all the counties in which forest districts He would be
$1,882,498 instend of $182.406, which last-named amount being the sum
total of what was pald to all of the counties for the year 1921,

Since $132406 was the total amount based on sales of timber and
grazing resources and divided proportionately and pald into the
treasuries of the various counties in which national forests lie, how in
the face of these fizures can any person who has the knowledge and
regard for facts make statements to the effect that the returns from
timber sales, grazing, etc., overbalance the tax return which would
liaye heen secured if the lands had passed o private ownership?

In six countles—Lassen, Plumas, Sierra, Siskiyou, Trinity, and
Tuolumne—the value of national-forest resources is greater than the
assgssed value of the real estate, improvements, and personal property
outside the forests. In Sierra, Trinity, and Tuolumne Counties if the
national-forest resources were assessed at half the value placed thereon
by the United States Burean of Public Roads they would still be greater
than the assessed value of the real estate outside.

Bome interesting comparisons can also be made as to percéntage of
area of countfes within and without national-forest boundaries. Three
counties—Del Norte, Plumas, and Trinity—have approximately two-
thirds of their area in national forests. Tour counties—Modee, Sierra,
Siskiyou, and Tulare—--have over 40 per cent of their area in the
national forests. Three counties—REldorado, Fresno, and Tuolumne—
have over one-third of their area In the national forests, Five coun-
tics—Glenn, Lassen, Madera, FPlacer, and Bhasta—have one-fifth of
their area in national forests, and Tehama County has almost one-
fifth. Five timbered counties—Del Norte, Plumas, Trinlty, Modoe, and
Tuolimne—have a lesser area assessed than is in the national forests.

We are firm believers in the conservation of our natural resources
and consider ourselves as friends of the Forest Service, and are sure
that the enaciment of a law such as we propose will result in placing
the Forest Service on a more firm basis, but under the present law do
not believe the burden properly distributed. Instead of the few
people who reside in counties a part of which happens to be in a dis-
triet forest being compslled to bear the burden, the 110,000,000 peopla
who reside in all of tlie United States should assame their just pro-
portion, for surely they are as much Interested in conservation as are
the people who live in a county or combination of counties comprising
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a district forest. The man who contemplates building in New York,
Washington, or 8an Francisco, on the farms of the Middle West, or in
the Prairie States, must have timber; his interest in that respect lies
in our national forests; yet the community in which he Hves is net
restricted as are the counties in which the forests are, because of the
fact that all of their lands are open to entry and to taxation. No part
of Sacramento or any of the other valley or bay counties are in a
forest reserve; the forest counties have been cut in two, so far as
taxation is concerned, for the benefit of those counties and also for the
benefit of all of the people of the United States.

The entire California delegation in Congress should be belind us in
this matter; and they can not say that they are not interested in the
welfare of their sister counties, for they are. Our prosperity adds to
their prosperity. We are decreasing in population, all of whick hurts
pusiness in their counties, and such is the ecase in nearly all of the
couuties in which district forests lie. The outside counties must look
to these forests for material for thelr factories and shops, and if they
carry out their bullding program they must have timber; they must
have box stuff for their orchards, and must look to these forests for
electricity for lights and power and for water for domestic and irriga-
tion purposes. We perform all police powers, furnish the courts,
finance the prosecutions of all persons committing crimes within the
forests. We must construct roads, build bridges, and erect and main-
tain schools within the forests; then why are we not entitled to be
reimbursed?

There are bright prospects of the passage of the Raker reimburse-
ment measure, and the bemefits to the counties would be many amd
far-reaching. It is a matter of mutual interest, and cooperation is
necessary, We shall be pleased to hear from you, and trust that youn
will take immediate action by writing your Congressman and both
Senators urging their hearty indorsement of the reimbursement plan.

Respectfully,
ELporiApo CoUNTY CHAMEBER OF COMMERCE
AND BOARD OF SUPERVISORS,
PrACER COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
AND BOARD OF SUPERVISORS.

When H. 1. 4830, “A bill to provide for the protection of
forest lands, for the reforestation of denuded areas, for the
extension of national forests, and for other purposes, in order
to promote the continuous production of timber on lands chieily
suitable therefor,” was being considered by the House (see
CoxcressioNaL ReEcorp of April 16, 1924, pp. 6501-6514; Cox-
GrESsIONAL REcomrp of April 23, 1924, pp. 6977-6997) 1 offered
the provisions of H. Il. 8844 as an amendment, but upon 4 point
of order it was ruled out of order. The provisions of H. R.
8844 should have gone on that bill. (H. R. 4830, Sixty-eighth
Congress, first session, was approved June 7, 1924—Publie, No.
270, Sixty-eighth Congress.)

On the provisions of section 7 of H. R. 4830 and its effect on
taxation I submit the views of Mr. Hand, which are to the
point and go to the provisions of reimbursement provided for
in H. R. 8844:

Hon. Joax E. Riken,
Washington, D. C.

My Dear JUDGE : After reading the proceedings of the House when
H. R. 4830 was under consideration, I wish to extend to you and also
to Representative Box, of Texas, my most earnest congratulations.
The bill contains some good features, but section 7 is an outrage on
the rights of the States, and I would like to know Just when the power
was delegated to the Federal Government to interfere in local matters
and exempt from taxation individuals and corporations in the insidious
manner in which it was done in this case.

Centralization of power in the Federal Government is taking place
very rapidly, and the rights of the States are constantly disappearing.
and it would seem about time that nsurpation of purely State powers
should be stopped and we get back to first prineiples, The taking of
Federal control over local matters in a way which could not be done
directly under the Constitution and the Bill of Rights should not be
tolerated.

It the Government wishes to asslst the timberman, it should be
done in such a manner that all sections of the Nation would make
equal contribution and nof, as in this case, place another burden on
the forest counties. If the Government as & whole ean not afford to
finance the national forests, then it should not expect the sparsely
gpettled forest counties to do this for it. The forest counties should
gimply pay in proportion to what is paid by other sections of the
Nation—no more, no less—and all should be paid out of the general
funds of the Nation:; then all would contribute to a national necessity.

The gquestionable benefits which section 7 of the bill gives to the
timber owner is taken wholly from the forest counties. It reduces
assessable valuation .in those units of government, consequently com-
mensurate values must be found elsewhere or the tax rate increased
in order to raise sufficient funds to finance local communities.

Section 7 of the bill enables owners to donate lands * chiefly valu-
able for the growing of timber to the United States.” They can do-

PLACERVILLE, May 0, 192}.

nate or devise that intangible thing known as title, but reserve to
themselves everything in sight, such as timber, mineral, grazing rights,
and other rights, and time only can tell what claims will be made
under the “other rights " reservation. There is no limit to the time
when these rights shall cease; they are perpetual to themselves, their
heirs and assigns forever. The owners will convey absolutely nothing
of value, There is no material value in that intangible thing known
as title; they will reserve all of the values, such as timber, forage,
minerals, and other rights, and have escaped all forms of taxation on
the land.

It may be that the lighthouse Mr. Crarky referred to and on which
Mr. MippEx commented {s to be used In an endeavor to throw light
on the invisible thing known as title. Mr. CLARKE may wish to know
just what kind of a thing title 1s when sewed up in the manner it Is
in his bill, for the naked eye discloses nothing that the owners will
actually convey; the owner will still retain the use, benefits, and
profits. We know that the bill deprives the counties of the taxes
they are now receiving on the lands, but that benefit acerues to the
timberman and not to the Federal Government. The Federal Govern-
ment bas taken it from the countles and given It to the timberman.
When conveyance §s made to the United States the owner will be
relieved of the expense of fire protection; his lands and crops will be
perpetually eared for by the United Btates at no expense whatever to
himself. You will note the owner is always on the right side.

Mr. Coarkg coold use his lighthouse in enforeing the preferential
clause of gection 7, which also provides that preference in sales shall
bhe given to those ' engaged in agriculture in the States in which such
national forest is situated.” In following each board through the
many avenues of trade, and when finally satisfied that it had found its
proper place on the farm, the lighthouse will be useful in guiding
back to the forest the multitude of officials necessary to enforce this
provision, .

I will be pleased to receive a few more copies of yoar bill, No. 148,
and would also like to have a couple of copies of 4830 and also a
couple of coples of the MeNary hill,

With kind personal regards, I remain,

Very truly yours, C. E, Haxp.

The Legislature of California on May 11, 1921, passed As-
sembly Joint Resolution No, 17, reading as follows:

CHAPTER 60

ASBEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION NO, 17, RELATIVE TO THE COMPEXSATION OF
COUNTIES CONTAINING LAND IN NATIONAL FOREST HESERVES EXEMPT
FROM LOCAL TAXATION

(Filed with secretary of state May 11, 1921)

Whereas by national law and under national regulations many thou-
sand acres of land in California have been placed in national forests;
and

Whereas the counties In which such lands are situated derive no
revenue therefrom in the form of taxation, yet give the same fire,
police, and health protection; and

Whereas these natlonal forests are set apart for the use and enjoy-
ment of all of the people of the United States: Therefore be it

Kesolved by the assembly and senate jointly, That it is just and
equitable that the National Government recompense the counties in
which such lands are situated by reason of the inability of these
counties to secure revenue therefrom in the form of taxation; and
be it farther

Resolved, That the Senators and Representatives from California in
Congress he memorialized te use their influence to secure the enact-
ment of such national laws ag will secure to the counties affected just
compensation in this matter; and be it further

Resolved, That the clerk of the assembly be, and he hereby is,
directed to forward coples of these resolutions to the Secretary of
Agriculture of the United States, and to each Member of the Congress
of the United States from the State of California. (Statutes and
Amendments to the Codes, California, 1921, pp. 2194-2195.)

The Legislature of California at its forty-fifth session, on
May 8, 1923, adopted a joint resolution approving the purposes
of H. R. 11780 (H. . 8844, 68th Cong., hereinbefore set out in
full), which joint resolution is in words and figures following:

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE,
ASSEMBLY CHAMBER, FORTY-FIFTH SESSION,
Bacramento, Calif., June 13, 1923,
Please note the following joint resolution adopted by the Legislature
of California May 8, 1923: :

Assembly Joint Resolution No. 17—Relaiive to memorializing Congress
to adopt a bill introduced by Hon. Joax H. RAKer to provide com-
pensation in lien of taxes for the several States with respect to cer-
tain lands of the United States within the borders of said States,
and for other purposes.

Whereas Hon. JouN E. RAkeEr, Member of Congress from the second
distriet of California, has introduced a bill in the House of Representa-
tives (H. R. 11789) which provides: * That the United States Govern-
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ment hereby assumes, subject to the conditions of this act or any

subsequent act of Congress, the payment to the several States of sums’

of money equivalent to the amounts which such States would recelve
from the taxation of said lands of the TUnited Btates within their
respective borders if such lands were owned by individuals™; and

Whereas the amount which California wounld receive from the taxa.
tlon of the lands of the United States within the boundaries of the
Stite and “ pet apart, reserved, or withdrawn under the provisions of
gection 24 of the act of Congress approved March 3, 1891, would be
over $5,000,000 annually; and

Whereas this amount would be distributed almost entirely among ‘the
remote and mountainons counties of the State, thus greatly benefiting
esmmunities where assessed valuations are low by reason of the exemp-
tion from annual taxation of the lands of the United States above
referred to; and where the cost of bullding and upkeep of roads and
highways 4s high on account of the mountainous surface; and where
the population is sparse because ‘theése lands-of the United States are
withdrawn from settlement, improvement, and development under the
homestead laws; and where fTorest depletion, eontrary to economie
demands and forest perpetundtion, are the results of high taxes; and

Whereas the lands of the United States above referred to, comprising
at least half the area of several mountain counties and nearly one-fifth
the total area of the State, while exempt from annual taxation, are
being put to commercial ‘and industrial uses for the benefit of ull the
people of the United States, which places these lands on' the same basls
as to use with assessed and taxed lands used for the same purposes;
and

Whereas it is only just and right that a heavy burden of local annual
taxation should not be placed on the people of any State in which and
by reason of the fact that extensive areas of land and:great natural
resources are set aside and reserved for the econcmic use and benefit
of a1l the people of the United States: Now, thercfore, be it

Regolved by the assembly and senate jointly, That the Legislature of
the State of California approves the purposes of the bill referred to
and respectfully requesis its support and adoption by the Congress of
the United Stafes at the earliest possible date; and be it further

Regolved, That any moueys returned to the State of California under
sald or any similar bili be go returned to said.State for the benefit
of the several counties in which any such lands are situated, ’the same
to be pald to said counties in the proportion in which said lands are
go situated.

“Resolped, That the speaker of the nssembly be anthorized to transmit
coples of this resolution by mail to the Governors of the States of
Oregon, Washington, ‘Tdaho, Montana, Wyoming, Utal, Nevada, Colo-
ruado, New ‘Mexico, and Arigona with the _rtqlie_st that gtmilar action be
taken by their respective legislatures; ‘and beit forther

Resolved, That the speaker of the assémbly be authorized to transmit
copies of this resclution, by mail, to all the Members of Congress and
the Senate of the United States.

Faasx F. MERriA,
Bpeaker.
Attest:
ARTHUR A, OHNIMIS, [
Chief  Clrek.

Mr. Hand made the following statement before the Senate
Select Committee on Reforestation:

PLACERVILER, CALIF,, Oofober 1, 2023..
Hon. JoEx BE. RAKER,
Alturas, Calif.

My Dean Jupce: I see by the press that you have arrived in the land
of the free, and that yon will be home in a few days.

Judge, your impression of Europe must have been a bad ome, for 'l
see you wish to stop immigration: for at least 10 years. We have beém
protecting infant industries for years at the pehest of the manufac-
turer, but have not given sufficient consideration to infant Americans,
and I have always maintained that the basic way to protect American
labor is to put up bars to immigration. However, immigration is not
the subject I ‘wish to write you on. -

The committee of the United States Senate on national forests and

reforestation, the personnel of which is Senator CHARLES L. ‘AlcNARY,

of Oregon; Benator MOSES, of Neéw Hampshire; Senator COrzeNs, of
Michigan ; Benftor HArmrisox, of Mississippl; and ‘Senator FrLeTchERr,
of Florida, are making a stndy of forest problems with a view to pre-
paring a bill for introduction at the session of Congress which con-
venes in December next,

This committee has held hearings in several of the States, and on
September 6 last a hearing was beld nt San Francisco, at which time
I was present and presented for their conslderation the plan of county
relmbursement as embodied in the bill introduced by you In the Sixty-
seventh' Congress.

I was nicely treated by the Senators. Senator MENAmy informed me
that I raised the two most important questions to be considered by
their eommittee, and he assured me that the plan ‘'would receive earnest
consideration. He agrees that the counties are not now being sofi-

clently ‘reimbursed. However, I am of the opinion that he leans rather
to an increased percentage than tfo the valuation basis, but I also
feel that'he conld be easily convinced that the valuation basis is right.
Can 'you not take this phase of the subject up with him?

I am inélosing you a copy of the argument I made, all of which will

appear in the official reeord of the hearing.

"'Would be pleaséd to hear from you, and should you write Senator
McNARY would like'to have a carbon copy of your letter for my files,

With best wishes, I am

Yours very truly, C. E. HixD.

First. The enattment of a law such as iz embodied in bill H. R.

111789, introduced by 'Representative JomN E. Raxer at the second
session of 'the Sixty-seventh Congress.

‘Beeond. Extension of the boundaries of the present forests and the
creation of new matlonal forests where practicable.

The rapidity with which the forests are being denuded means that
something in the way of réforestation and conservation must be done
to meet future needs, but it should be accomplished in a just way so
that the hearty cooperation of all will be assuréd. The subject is one
of large scope and will permit of conslderation from various angles in

order that resuits be accomplished and justice meted out to the coun-
ties in which national forests are located.

The Raker bill, if enacted into law, would provide comrpensation In
lieu of taxes for the several States with respect to forest lands of the

United States within the borders of sald States.

The following is n ‘portion of the Raker bill:

 Be it emacted, ¢tc,, That when vsed in this act, unless the con-
‘text Indleates otherwise, the term *lands of the United States'
means lands set apart, reserved, or withdrawn under the provisions
of spetion 24 of tlte act of Congress approved March 3, 18081,
‘entitled ‘An act to ‘repeal timber culture laws, and for other
‘purposes,’

“BeC. 2. That the United Btates Government heréby assumes,
subject to the conditions of this act or any subsequent act of Con-
gress, the payment to ‘the several States of the sums of money
‘equivalent to the amounts which such 'States would receive from
the taxation of safd lands of the Tnited States within their re-
spective borders if 'snéh lands were owned by individuals.”

¥ou will mote that the Raker bill provides for reimbursement of
counties on a valuation Dasis and not on the percentage of timber sales
and gri¥ing as is now the law. I believe that this provision of the
Raker Dill is right, for the reason that the forest ¢counties are not now
being adequately reimrbursed, nor will an inecrease of the percentage
from 'sales of timber and grazing cure this condition, The exchange bills
have been passed and the timbeér owner will be availing himself of the
provisions of these acts and frading his ecut-over lands for standing
timber, valne for value, no money will pass, hence no percentage for
the counties in which ‘the ex¢hange is made, and during the period of
reforestation the forest counties will be compelled to bear the burden,
with no returns from that portion of the lands under reforestation
until the timber shall have matured, a matter of some 200 years.

Oregon has approximately 15,000,000 acres in national forests, while
there are 18,801,161 acres in the national forests of California, or
about one-fifth of the total area of this State. In the year 1921 the
Federal Government paid to the State of California the sum of
$132,406 as returns for county shares in the timber sales and grazing.
Can this amount be considered just or eguitable reimbursement when
approximately 19,000,000 aeres are included In the area of the national
forests of this State and a valuation of $300,000,000 placed thereon by
the Department of Agrienlture, and a valuation of $146,599,866 on
two of the resources of the California forests, viz, timber and grazing
by the United States Burean of Public Roads?

The United States Buorean of Public Roads fixed a valuation on the
timber and forage resources of the Eldorado National Torest at
§4,2506,417, and the Department of ‘Agriculture a valuation on all of
the resources, including land values, timber, forage, mineral, and water
of this forest at £10,000,000. The Federal Government paid into the
treasury of Elorado County as returng from all sources, including
timber sales, forage, etc., in 1915, $1,271.94; in 1916, $1,947.44; In
1917, '$1.466.22; in 1918, $1,828.88; in 1919, $2445.80; in 1920,
$2,828.02, making a total for a period of six years of less ithan $2,000
per year, and if the percentage had been Increased from 25 to 50 per
cent that county would have been receiving for the period above named
an ‘average of less than $4,000 per annunr. A snm which in no gense
could De considéred as just and adequate reimbursement, Over 34 per
cent of Eldorade County is in a national forest, therefore the lands
are not open to éntry, and ean never be taxed to help pay the expense
of defraying county government. The same conditions prevail in all
of the forest counties of the United States, whether in Oregon, Michi-
gan, Mississippl, New Hampshire, Florida, California, or any other
State,

To relieve this condition it will be necessary that instead of the
few people who reside in connties & part of whieh happens to be
in a ‘district forest being compelled, as under the present law or an
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increased percentage law, to sustain this loss of revenue unaided
the 110,000,000 people who reside in all of the United States should
assume their just proportiom, for surely they are as vitally interested
In conservation of forest resources as are the people who live in a
eounty or combination of counties comprising a national forest.

The person or concern contemplating bullding in New York, Wash-
ington, or Han Francisco, on the farms of the Middle West, or in
the Prairie States must have timber; his interest in that respeet lies
in our national forests, yet the community in which he lives is not
restricted, as are the counties in which the forests are located, be-
cange of the fact that all lands and resources outside the forests are
open to entry and when located are subject to taxation.

The forest counties have heen cut in two, 8o far as taxalion is con-
cerned, for the benefit of all the people of the United States, All
must look to these forests for material for their factories and shops,
and, If they carry out their building program, they must have timber,
they must have box stulf for their orchards, and must look to these
forests for electricity for lights and power and for water for domestie
and irrigation purposes and also for the protection of navigable
streams. The forest counties perform all police duties, furnish the
courts, finance the prosecution of all persons committing erime within
the forests, must construct roads, build bridges, erect and maintain
schools within the forésts. Why, then, are not the forest counties
entitled to a just and adequate reimbursement when their resources
have been taken from them by natlonal legislation to be enjoyed by
the people of the entire Nation?

Hundreds of thousands of acres of standing timber in the United
States are being cut each year, and annually the person or concern
owning the lands so cut over furnishes to the county assessor degerip-
tion of the lands from which the timber has been removed and they
are allowed a reduction in assessed valuation. In Eldorade County
privately owned lands with the timber standing thereon are assessed
at $20 per acre valuation, and when the timber is removed therefrom
a valuation of $3 is placed thereon for assessment purposes, which is
a reduction of §17 per acre valuation om each acre so cut over, and a
gimilar reduction is made in all other forest counties, so you see it
means decreased valuation of privately owned lands within the
forests and increased valuation on property outside of the forests
to produce revenue sufficient to meet the needs of county government,
and in the course of probably 50 years the counties will be * holding
the sack,” so to speak, unless remedy is forthcoming.

The $146,599,966 valnation of timber and forage resources of thta
State, as fixed by the bureau of public roads, was made for the pur-
pose of determining what each county in which there are pational
forests is entitled to for road building. 1 believe this to be a just
and equitable yaluation on which reimbursement to the counties
ghould be made, The 39 counties of this State would then receive
approximately $3,000,000 annually to be divided among them, ac-
cording to valuation within their borders, instead of $132,406 as in
1921 and $157,000 as in 1922, Oregon would receive a sum pro-
portionate to the high forest valuation within that State.

Under thig method the Federal Government would be paying an-
nudally a sum approximating $20,000,000 and dividing the same ac-
cording to forest values among the several States in which national
forests lie. This sum would be nearing a just and equitable reim-
bursement, and If the Raker bill were the law the above examples
would be brought about and the Federal Government would retain
for ite own use the revenues derived from all sources within the
forests, and the counties, when preparing annual budgets, would then
have a basis on which to figure.

I am convinced that the Federal Government should acquire, either
by purchase or under the provisions of the exchange bills, all cut-
over lands within the present forests and allow them to reforest. I
realize that under present conditions this ean not be dome by private
owners, excepting at a finaneial loss which the private owner is not
prepared to face, due to the heavy rate of taxation and because he
does not expect to share in the ultimate returns after reforestation.
This burden of expeuse should be borne by the public, title and
products vested in the public, and the public securing the benefits
of the ultimate returns.

In regard to the extension of the boundaries of the present forests,
there is a strip approximating 10 miles in width along the entire
west side of the pine forests of California extending from the Oregon
line to Tahachipi, most of which has been ecut over and is potentially
fitted for timber culture; in the neighborhood of 5,000,000 acres in
California could be added to the present forests, and the same-is
true in many of the other Btates. However, before the extension of
the boundaries and the Government acquiring ownership to the lands
provision should be made to justly compensate the counties for the
loss of revenue they would sostain,

There are some who advocate that forest returns be divlded among
the counties on an acreage basls instead of giving credit to the county
in which the particular sale happens to be made. - I do not believe it
would be fair to expect the forest counties of Washington, Oregon, and
California, where much of the merchantable timber is now standing, to

be compelled to accept the same amount per acre as Nevada, Utah, or
Idaho and other States, where the forest acreage is large an] the
timber is not so plentiful or valuable.

For the purpose of the following comparisons I will nse the figures
of the United States Bureau of Public Roads on values in counties of
California, which will clearly show the injustice of the acreage basis.

Shasta County has 549,806 forest acres, valued gt $3,6407.611. Ven-
tura County has 550,885 acres, valued at $709.694. In other words,
one forest acre in Shasta County is valued at more than five times
the value of an acre in Ventura County, Ventura has a larger acreage,
yet it has a $3,000,000 Tess value,

Butte County has 107,820 forest acres, valued at $2,537,740, or
$23.53 per acre. Would it be just to compel Butte County to share
this valuation with Los Angeles County, which has 664,958 forest acres
vaiued at §1,419,825, or $2.20 per acre, one acre in Butte County being
valued at more than 10 acres in Los Angeles County, and Los Angeles
gunty has six times the number of forest acres as there are in Butte

unty.

Lassen County has 557,766 acres, valned at $6,791,569, or $11.75
per acre. Santa Barbara County has 626,876 acres valued at $1.25 per
acre.

Sierra County has a valuation of $23.20 per acre.

San Diego County a valuation of $1.24 per acre.

Caliveras County has a forest value of $23.65 per acre,

Orange County & valuation of $1.24 per acre.

Plumas has a value per acre of $18.36.

Riverside, $1.33 per acre.

Tehama, $20.16 per acre.

Inyo, $2.30 per acre,

Federal, State, city, and county governments levy on assessed or
appraised valuations and collect all revenue on valuations. Acres in
counties vary in valuation the same as forest acres vary in value, and
I submit that it would be just as fair for the Btate of California to
pass legislation forcing San Francisco to divide revenue it receives
from taxation in that county and share the same with Alpine and other
counties of this State as it would be for the Federal Government to
pass laws compelling forest counties to share forest resources with
counties having a lesser value and with counties which may never have
stumpage gales to share,

During the hearings had by the Belect Committee of the
Senate on Reforestation in 1923 and 1924 many of the witnesses
appearing before said committee gave their opinion that some
method should be devised so as to reimburse the counties in
which such national forests were located. An extract of a few
of such statements is as follows:

PLACERVILLE, CALIF,. February 7, 102}
Hon. Joux K. RAKER,
Washington, D. C.

Desr JupGE: I am inclosing you some matter taken from the record
of the hearings held by the Select Committee of the Senate on Refor-
estation. The hearings are filled with statements such as the inclosed,
and what I am sending is just one picked here and there to show you
the general trend on the question of taxation.

I have read the hearings carefully and find that in the Southern
Btates, the I'acific States (excepting only the redwood district of the
Pacific States), Idaho, Montana, the Lake States, etc., that the evidence
ig to the effect that reforestation, in so far as the individual owner is
concerned, 1s out of the question, due to the taxation problem,

It there is anything further 1 can do, please let me know. I will be
plad to get part 7 of the hearings, as I do want to see the statement
of Mr, John W. Blodgett, whom I understand is to have a statement in
that number.

With kind personal regards, I remain,

Yery truly yours,
C. E. Haxp.

Excerpts from statement of Mr. Langdon C. Bell, of the committee
on forestry of the Hardwood Manufacturers’ Institute. The institute
is one of 14 associations of Iumber manufacturers and timber owners
of the National Lumber Manufacturers’ Association.

Who uses the lumber, who is to be benefited by, and who should
bear the burden of the expense of a forestry program?

Part 2, page 224:

‘ We are told by those who ought to know that at the present
time there are only 15 timber-exporting States. This means that
there are only 10 Btates producing a greater quantity of lumber
than they use. The figures are for all woods.

“We are told that in less than 10 years there will be an]y five
Btates exporting lumber.

* There are now, we are told, 33 States that are depende.nt for
their timber supply upon other States of the Union.

“Peunsylvania imports four-fifths of its timber;
tenths of the timbex it uses.

Iowa nine-
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“The people who live in the 33 timber-importing States include
more than three-fourths of the population of the United States.
It iz claimed that within 10 years the people residing in the
timber-importing States will comprise 95 per cent of the entire
population of the United States.

“ Under these circumstances can there be any doubt about the
fact that the forestry problem is a national problem, the expense
and burden and rlsk of which should be borne by the people as a
whole?

“ Hardwood-lumber manufacturers are entirely in sympathy
with the thought that an adequate forestry program should be
made effective ; as citizens and taxpayers they are willing to carry
their fair share of the burden and expense thereof, but they are
unwilling for the burden and expense thereof to be placed upon the
Inmber dndustry.

“They hold that the hardwood manufacturers should be no
more burdened with the cost of such measures than the man who
buys the lumber from them and puts it into fiooring, interior
trim, or furniture, or the man who owns a house in which the
wood 1s used, or the man who lives in it.”

From statement of Mr. Carl M, Stevens, of the firm of Mason &
Btevens, professional foresters, Portland, Oreg.:

“Mr. STEVExS. Here in the Pacific Northwest we have a very
large acreage of timbered land owned by the Federal Government.
In approaching this forest problem from the point of view of the
private owner we immediately come up against the possible com-
petition from that ownership. We believe that the Federal Gov-
ernment should bear like burdens and do the same kind of business
that we will be obliged to do. If they are, we see the solution of
a great many problems which now look almost insurmountable.

A private owner who goes into the business of reforestation
will have to sell on the same market that the Government itself
sells on, If the Federal Government's legislative branch should
instruet its Forest Service to do the same kind of business, to bear
the same kind of burden, and to produce a comparable profit as
compared to our properties, then there would be no question on
the part of, I think, a very large number of the owners in this
territory as o what they shall do with their cut-over lands.

“ Colonel Grerrey, I would like to get your idea on that a
lttle more specifically, Mr. Stevens. You speak of the Federal
Government bearing the same burden,

“Mr. SteEvexs. I mean simply this, Colonel Greeley: That, for
instance, In one of the properties I am now studying I came up
against a national forest. That county has something like 300,000
acres of nationally owned land and am estimate made by the
Forest Service of somewhere mnearly 8,000,000,000 feet. The
people for whom I am working have an acreage very much less
than that. I haven't either the Federal or the private figures at
hand with me now, but I am absolutely confident that the contri-
bution which has been made to the loeal community so far by the
Forest Service has been practically negligible compared to the sup-
port which the private timber has been obliged to furnish.

“ Senator Moses. You mean that the amount of revenue from
the natlonal forests that has been paid and the county has re-
celved is not comparable to the amount of taxes pald by your
client?

“Mr, Stevexs. I would put it this way, Senator Moses: The
problem with these properties out here and with these connties out
here is the problem of financing this period after the virgin erop
is removed to the time when the second crop will come in, and T
mean as a matter of broad poliey that if the Federal Government
chooses to go into the business of producing wood crops unless
they want to assume the whole burden they ought te go into the
business of producing wood cropg on & footing exactly similar to
that in which private companies will have to go into the same
business and in order that they ean conduct the business in the
same way, bear an equivalent burden, and sell on the same basis.
In other words, if the Federal Government now owns two-thirds
of the acreage and timber In a Btate or a county and they expect
the other one-third owned by private owners to go into the same
business, certainly, it seems to me, it is no more than reasonable
for the Federal Gowernment to instruct its manager of its estate
to do business in exactly the same way." (Part 5, p. 739.)

From statement of Mr. Roscoe Haines, Anaconda Copper Co., Bon-
ner, Mont. :

“The CHAIRMAN (Senator MCNARY). Well, wouldn't that all
suggest more seriously that if you should take that land out of
private ownership and place it in Government ownership your
taxes would be higher?

“ Mr. HAiNgs. They might, but the tendency is to increase the
valuations all the time. If they don't get it in one place, they
will get it some place else. They have so much revenue to raise;
and some of the counties are in the position where they are ab-
solutely dependent on the standing timber for a considerable por-
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tion of their revenue, amounting to, between the railroads and the
timber, as much as 95 per cent in individual counties.

“* ® * but some of the counties are even now getting into
a position where they don't know what they are going to do.”
(Part 5, p. 969.)

From statement of Hon. Scort LesvirT, Representative in Congresy
second distriet, Montana :

“Mr. LEAvITT. That raises the question of the sources of moneyp
for carrying on the expense of the counties; and I wonder along
that line whether this has been considered: The lumbermen, I
think, are holding on as has been testified here to-day to their
cut-over lands, to some extent, because they fear that they are
going to be the ones who will have to pay the taxes, anyway; and
if they let go of these cut-over lands it will mean an increase in the
percentage of taxes on the lands they hold that have timber on
them.” (Part 5, p. 989.)

From statement of Mr. Charles H. Worcester, of 19 South La Salle
Street, Chicago:

“Mr. WORCESTER, Due to the local taxation situation, and the
fact that there is no incentive for private enterprise to engage in
the 100-year process of reforesting lands, and due to the fact that
the majority of the people who own these lands would not be able
to do it from a financial point of view.

*“ 8enator Covzens, It would be profitable for the Government
but not for the individual?

“Mr. WorcesTER. I do not know that it would be profitable for
the Government. It s not a question of profits. The thing has to
be dealt with and viewed as an altruistie proposition which the
people of the United States have to contribute to for their own
benefit,

‘** 8enator FLETCHEE. Do you think it would be at a loss to the
Government ?

“Mr. WoRrcESTER. It has to be done more in some sections of
the country than in others, but the whole people of the United
States use so much timber per capita every year and it would
seem as if it was necessary in the future for the Government to
do something to provide for those needs,

“ Sepator FLETCHER. Do you mean that the Government might
reasonably expect to come out even on such a venture?

“ Mr. WorcesTER. I should think so.” (Part 4, p. 520.)

Excerpts -from letter of President Warren G. Harding to Hon,
JoHX D. CLARKE, Member of Congress. Date of letter January 24, 1923,
Subject : Proposed Federal forestry bill introduced by Mr. CLARKE:

“ No matter how generously the Federal and State Governments
may appropriate to create forest reserves or to protect forest lands
from fire, private interests should be given every encouragement to
do their full share in growing timber, and one of the most effective
forms of encouragement is an appropriate liberalization of taxa-
tion.

“ Mauy years are required to grow timber of merchantable size,
and there is not muoch inducement te landowners to incur the ex-
pense of forestation, protection, and taxes, decade after decade, in
order to produce at last a timber crop which a future generation
shall harvest.”

Exeerpts copied from statements of various parties who appeared be-
fore the Select Committee of the United States Senate on Reforesta-
tion.

Personnel of committee: CHARLES L. McNArY (chairman), Georce
H. Mosks, James Covzens, DuncaN U. FrercHER, PAT HARRISON,

Washington, D. C., hearing, Wednesday, March 7, 1923:

Excerpts from statement of Hon. Henry C. Wallace, Secretary of
Agriculture:

“The problem of providing adequate revenues for counties whose
taxable resource is chiefly forest lands, during the interval when a
crop is being grown, has not yet been solved.” (Hearings, part 1,
p. 6.)

“Twenty-elght States are now importers of timber, and the
whole Nation will benefit from the increased production of timber
at any point, and (2) the protection of denuded and cut-over areas
which will yield no commercial products for many Years is of
greater moment to the public than to the owner of the land.”
(Part 1, p. 8.)

* Adjustment of forest taxation: In securing general and sus-
tained timber growth on private lands the adjustment of taxes to
the long-time nature of timber crops probably ranks second in im-
portance to fire protection.” (Part 1, p. 17.)

“ Senator FLETCHER. There might be something in that. But
while the public welfare requires that our forests should
be maintained and developed, the question in my mind Iis
whether you will ever get it by depending on private enterprise,
because the profits are not there; it is not to the individual's ad-
vantage to wait so long for the results, and the returns {o come
from the growing of timber. It seems to me it is a public inter-
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est that must be suobserved, and the public must take an interest
and contribute some way; must engage in some active effort.”
(Part 1, p, 21.)

Excerpts from statement of Mr. Hugh P. Baker, representing the
American Paper & Pulp Association and National Forest Programme
Committee :

“1 pelieve that wrong taxing has wiped out more forests in this
country than all of the furniture industry has wiped out in this
conntry."

“ Chairman McNary. Now, you have spoken of the tax problem,
and that subject interests me greatly, It is one of our problems.
Yon say no tax is eollected while the timber is growing, but when
it 1= cut there is a tax as high as 40 per cent of the purchase price
which goes to the Government?"

Mr. Baker answering Senator McNary as follows:

“ There is a low land tax, just as we tax our agricuiture a low
land tax, and then there is a constant land tax, but very low. And
then when the timber is cut there is a yield or severance tax, which
in some cases has run as high as 45 per cent.” (PG 1, pp. 30-81.)

Thursday, March 8, 1928:

Excerpts from statement of Mr. Wilson Compton, secretary and
manager of the National Lumber Manufacturers' Assoclation, Wash-
ington, D. C.:

“ Provision may well be made to refmburse local taxing units
from the reiums from such Government-acquired lands or other-
wige for the loss of taxes involved.” (Pt 1, p. 52.)

“JIf the public 15 to expect earnest, successful effort by forest
industry to perpetuate itself and its resources, there must be an
equally sympathetic and helpful attitude toward the problem of the
industry exhibited in all contacts with it by the public and by
governmental agencies of whatever character. A successful forest
policy means more than tree growing.” (Pt 1, p. 52.)

Statement of Col. W. B. Greeley, Chief Forester of the United States:

“ Benator Covzexs. Then it all goes back to what was developed
in our trip South; that the reforestation depends on taxation and
fire, does it not?

“ My, (GreEney. Those are the two main things; yes, sir”
(Pt. 8, p. 289.) \

“ Congressman LEAVITT. Yes. Of course, this exchange idea ap-
pedls to me very much. 1 believe that as far as the Government
and the timber owners are concerned, that is the way out; but
that doesn’t meet, in my mind, the taxation question. The objec-
tion to this exchange is going to come from connties like Flathend,
whers their sonrce of tax revenue will be cut off. ' That is where

* T have heard such talk—in western Montana.

“Colonel Grrerey, They lose, both going and coming, the tax
on the private lund and the 25 per cent of the value of the timber
that is ‘given In exchange—the 25 per cent they would get."
(Pt. 5, p. 990.)

“Mr. GreeLeY. The point here is that there has got to be a
great deal of study and hard work given to the devising of forest
tax laws that are cffective frem both standpoints—the standpoint
of taxing growing timber in a reasonable way and also from the
standpoint of giving the counties and townships the current reve-
nue they need. It is mot a proposition that is going to be worked
ont overnight. It is going to take a great many years to work it
out. And obvionsly it is something that has got to be worked out
and put into effect through State legislation.

¢ Senator HamriSoN. Well, what, if anything, can the Federal
Government do along that line?

“ Mr. GreeLEY, I think that the Federal Government can do a
great deal to assist the States by conducting investigations, model-
ing tax laws, ete.

“ Senntor Harnigoy. You would not do it through the enact-
ment of any law; that is, you would not make it a condition of
an appropriation? :

“ Colonel GrEELEY. I do not favor that, Senator. I will come
to that In just a moment,

“ The CrareMax (Benator McNary). Pardon me, but before you
leave that question of taxation: I ean conceive that great hard-
ships will follow such a scheme as a severance tax in counties
where there is a heavy forested area.,” (Pt 3, p. 317.)

“Mr, GreELEY. Now, that is one of the things I have chiefly in
mind in saying that the forest-taxation problem is not a single

problem and it {s not going to be quickly solved. Before it can be

solyed yon have got to meet the needs of the local political unit
for stable revenue, Just a3 well as the needs of the timber owner
for some adjustments in taxing his property.” (Pt. 3, p. 319.)

“ Senator Harriso¥. Of course in the West, as I understand, the
Government owns great guantities of land that they are not pay-
ing any taxes on, Naturally that makes a lot of those counties
poor. But In the South that does not exist.” (Pt. 3, p. 519.)

“The CHAIRMAN (Senator McNArY), The thought suggested by
Senator IIarrrsoN—and it runs through the record—is that T4

per cent of the problem of reforestation is fire protection. You
may protect your forests all right from fire, but vou are not going
to get anyone to take an inferest in it and give 1t that moral sup-
port which is necessary to make it a success unless you do get a
satisfactory tax law applicable to private property.

“1f you were protecting my plece of land from fire, it would not
necessarily interest me In reforestation, unless I counld satisfae-
torily adjust that property so far as taxation is concerned.” (Pt
3, p. 319.)

“Senator Covzexs, It seems to me that the guestions of taxa-
tion and fire protection are so interwoven that they c¢an not be
gegregated ; and If we are to invite or urge or help private capital
to reforest, we have got to combine the two. I do not see how
you can get away from it. It seems to me that any other way is
wasteful.

¥ Mr. GreELey, Well, there is no question about their being
closely interwoven. The only question in my mind 1s which method
will bring the most rapid progress.

‘ Benator Covzexs. All of the testimony we took in the South,
with a few exceptions, indicate that no private owner of timberland
would undertake under any clrcumstances to grow forests unless
he was assured of what the ultimate cost would be over a period
of, say, 80 or 40 years. Is that not correct? Was not that the
general trend of the testimony?

“Mr, GreeLeY. You will find particularly among the large tim-
ber companies frequently an expression of opinmion that they can
not go into it until the tax uncertalnty is settled.” (Pt. 3, p. 322.)

" Senator McNARY, One of the greatest grievances of the west-
ern people of which I know—and I was born there and know
whervof I speak on the subject—hus been the great areas that the
Government ties up and keeps away from development; and natur-
ally you find people rebelling against keeping it off the tax rolls.”
(Pt. 4, p. 465.)

“Gov. Lovis F. HarT, of the State of Washington. If the Fed-
eral Government enters into a program of reforestation independ-
ent of the State government, it likewise means adding a considerable
area to the Federally owned and controlled lands im this State and
taking from the State tax rolls without any corresponding recom-
pense to the Btate for such protection as it may give

“Already one-third of the area of thiz State ig in Government
regerves, and as long as the burden of local government includes
the protection ef logged-off lands some arrangement should be
made by which the State could be reimbursed for such expenditure
without  placing an unnecessary burden on the already  heavily
tax-ridden property of the State. .

“ Some 20 years or more sgo many thousands of aeres of our
best timberland were set aside Into forest reserves for the benefit
of future generatioms. At that time I was unable to understand

., just what that meant, but as I see billions of feet of the timber
on these reserves being sold at low prices and on long time, per-
petually keeping them off the tax rolls, I appear to be getting a
gleam of light.

1 desire to enter the emphatic protest of this State against the
further extension of the principle embodied In the act of Congress
of Mnrch 20, 1922, whereby the valuable timber of the forest re-
serves will be traded for logged-off lands neither fit for reforesta-
tion or pasturage, and these embraced within the forest reserves,

and still further increase the area of nontaxable land.” (Pt 5,
p. 804.)
From statement of Mr. P, B. Pape, State supervisor of forestry,
Olympia, Wash. :

“The Cuamrmax (Sepator McNary)., What might Congress do in
aiding yon in the protection of your forests?

“Mr. Papre. The appropriation should be very largely increased
on the basis that Congress is figuring on now which I think is
purely an aid proposition, but I think they ought to reach the cor-
rect basis on this: That the Government should eontribute on its
hoidings here on about the same basis as private individuals
wonld pay if they were contributing to the support of the Btate
government.

* Colonel Greerey. Well, the Government is doing that now isn't
it, Mr. Pape?

“Mr, PApe. In a very small way.

“ (olonel GrepreEy. We are protecting the national forests if
that is what you mean.

“Mr. Papp. You are protecting the national forests, but what
abont all of this other area that is going off our tax rolls year
after year? And I say if the Government s going to say to the
Stnte of Washington, * we want yon to grow timber,’ then they
shonld come in and contribute their shara.” (Pt. 5, p. 826.)

“r. ParE. Now, if yonu are going to say to the State, *You
ghall keep 95 per cent or 80 per cent, whatever it is in this State
growing timber,’ and all of this is going back to yonr Eastern

| |
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for the year 1922 amounted to $583,490.)

States to supply your population in the East with Iumber, why
should the State of Washington be required to put up money year
after year in growing these forests without some ald from the
Federal Government? That is the view I take of it

“ Eenator Moses. It is not in the power of the Federal Govern-
ment to demand that, Mr, Pape.

“Ar. Pare. Well, it might not be in the power of the State to
do these things, either ; but if you want it done; somebody has got
to pay the bill.”

Mr. George B. Long, Jumber and timber business. (Mr. Long's taxes
Address at Tacoma, Wash. :

“Mr. Loxa. Well, it is an old story, and I can't put any new
angles to It except to say that it is a question of taxation and
carrying charges. Now, I am talking about that which this hear-
ingz is called for in this district, the Dounglas fir district; for we
face a condition out here, not a theory, an absolute condition, and
that pertains to taxation.

“ Keeping fire out simply solves the problem that timber will
grow. It does not solve the economical problem of growing timber
it a profit, and that is what you have got to solve if you ask pri-
vate individuals to do it.” (Pt. 5, p. 838.)

* Mr. LonG. That is ,what these forests are for; they are for
everybody. That is the reason you are talking about growing it.
It is to supply the future needs of our own countrymen, It is a
public stunt; it is a public effort; it is no more the duty of the
lumberman than it is of the dentist. You are growing a forest for
posterity ; for the public, and the public should pay the bill

“ Benator Moses. Of course, the most popular tax in the world
is the one that the other man pays.

“Mr. LoxG. Yes; that is what I mean, and if we are to take
part in this growing of a new forest by everybody contributing a
mite to it it might be popular; I don't know. But if that were
done everybody would have an interest in it, but I think that it is
one of the things that is very, very largely the public’s question ;
the public's interest ; the public’s duty.

“I would not enter upon the game of reforestation at all,
Colonel Greeley, if they didn't fix the tax question first. Then
when you fiX that I will divide the other expense any old way you
want to. If you will take care of the tax questlon, T will take
care of all of them. So far as the Weyerhauser Timber Co.'s costs
are concerned, I won't ask you to divide it at all. We will take
care of all of it ourselves if you will take care of the tax guestion.

*“ (Colonel GREELEY, You see-1 am working from the opposite
standpoint. Let us take care of the fire protection and let you
take care of the tax proposition.

*“Mr. Loxc. I know that is the favorite stunt, as I just told
you. You see the tax figures there [indicating tax statement filed
by Mr. Long]. That is my position there, No; I don't think
that we want to get an eclipse over our eyes because of this nice,
beautiful theory that all we have to do is to keep the fire out of
the timber. That is ‘fine stuff,' and it is right that the timber
will grow; while that will take care of the physical question,
yet you have questions more vital than the physical guestion in
this game.

“ Colonel GREELEY. My position is simply this, Mr. Long: I
appreciate the importance of the tax situation fully; at the same
time I don’t believe, taking the western forestry districts by and
large, that the present or probable taxation of cut-over land is
nearly as large an obstacle as you seem to view it.

* Mr. LoxG. Well, are you talking about to-day?

“ Colonel GREELEY, Yes, sir.

“Mr. LoxG. 1 amr talking about to-morrow, the next day, &
years from now, 10 years from now, 20 years from now, 30 years
from now, when during all of that period I can't withdraw from
that property one single cent of revenue. I have got to pay the
taxes every year, every year, every year, for 30 or 40 or 50 or 60
years; and I have got to take all the ups and downs that represent
public whims about taxation—such a ‘blind alley " that no man
with one grain of common sense would ever start without some
kind of a flash light to at least tell him where he must get off,
That is the proposition. You are jumping Into the unknown,
absolutely the unknown, except as the past has told the story,
and there is a record of the past in taxation matters.

* Colonel GREELEY. You anticipate a proportionate rise of taxa-
tion on cut-over lands?

*“Mr. LoNg. As soon as they comre to have a value, Colonel
Greeley ; yes; sure. What else can they do? What else can they
do? What would the necessities of public sentiment do to the
Weyerhauser Timber Co. if we had 100,000 acres of second-growth
timber out here 25 years old, or 20 years old? They would say,
*Well, now, in about 10 or 15 years more that is going to be worth
$100 an acre, so it is worth $50 an aere nmow." You could not
stop that any more than you could the tides of the ocean, so far
us taxation is concerned, or any other matter; and you should

realize that sentiment {f you want private citizens to engage in
the business of growing forests under existing tax laws.” (Part
b, pp. 843-844.)

From statement of Hon. Alex Polson, State senator, logger, and

manufacturer, Hoquiam, Wash, :

“We can't carry it and pay the taxes, because by and by it will
commence to produce forests, and the tax assessor will think they
are valuable and begin to assess them at high values that will con-
fiscate themt We will have to have some relief from taxes when
that time comes or get out of the business.

“ Senator FLETCHER. You have your forest-fire protection system
better organized now?

“ Mr. PoLsoN. We can protect the forests against everything
except taxes, and we would like to have you. help on that. On
everything else, T think, we are equal to the occasion—everything
except taxes. If you can help us out on the tax problem we
certainly will appreciate it.

L L - L L] - L

“Mr. PoLsoN. You will have plenty of timber in the East if
you will take some interest in the reforesting of it. I do clalm
that in all of these five States we are entitled to all of the revenue
from the forests and the mines and everything in our States,
just the same as the eastern man had. With all due respects to

Governor Pinchot, his fortune was left to him by his forefathers,

who made it out of the natural resources of the eastern country.”

(Part 5, p. 866.)

From statement of Mr. J. J. Donovan, Bloedel-Donovan Lumber Co,,

Bellingham, Wash. :

*“ Mr. DoxovAN. Now, in this western country, or the five States
that are timber-producing States, a statement has been prepared
and has been or will be submitted to you in print—I believe it is
already before you—showing that about two-thirds of the entire
timbered area of these five States is owned by the State or the
Nation, and that about one-half of all of the merchantable timber
of these five States is on that two-thirds area.” (Part 5, p. 858.)

“ The Western States, with their forests, were not treated ex-
actly right in having such a large portion of their area reserved
to the National Government as compared with the Eastern States,
and therefore we rather resent the Eastern States telling us just
what we should do with these forests and taking all of the money
away and spending it somewhere else.” (Part 5, p. 860.)

From statement of Hon. Nathan Eckstein, member of the State tax
Investigation committee of the State of Washington :

“1 think, first of all, the Federal Government should give the
State full return for the national forests which the Government
owns, and that is not being done. It must be realized that we are
one of 48 States. The rest of the country had all of the land
given the individual owners, and is now on the tax rolls.

“1f the Federal Government had not kept the land, we would
have it on the tax rolls now and would get a revenue from it."
(Part 5, p. 857.)

From statement of Mr. William C. Butler, Lyman Timber Co., Ever-
ett, Wash. :

“Mr. Bourren. I think if the State was properly supported by
the Nation, under the distinct program that you were building or
you were growing a forest for the public at large, then I think the
county would do anything, provided they got some financial as-
sistance. They must have some financial assistance, because they
have got all of these improvements which you have heard de-
scribed ; they have got these obligations and they must get some-
thing on the tax rolls or must get contributions or taxes from some
source.” (Part 5, p. 853.)

From Mr, Mark E. Reed, logger, Shelton, Wash. :

““Well, I think, as Mr. Long does, that the greatest problem we
have to face is taxation., If there is any way by which the
National Government could make a contribution direct out of the
forest reserve sales to the Btate to be apportioned back to the
counties, the several counties of the State, irrespective of the re-
forestation problem in the meantime, we might be able, where the
people of these counties saw some real money coming back from the
Government, to reimburse them * * * there has got to be
something to offset the prejudice they have that a reduction of
values of land for reforestation purposes will not increase their
taxes.” (Part 5, p. 851.)

From statéement of M. L. T. Murray, West Fork Timber Co., Tacoma,
Wash. :

“ Senator Frercuer. You want a portion of that tax to go to
the counties and not all to the State?

‘“Mr., MURRAY. Of course something would have to be worked
out to take care of the counties that would naturally lose from
any such gystem (referring to reforestation).

“The CHAmRMAN (Senator McNany). Is It your opinion that the
inerease in the value of stumpage would absorb the item of taxes
over a period of years?i
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“ )My, MogrraY. I conld not answer that question, Senator, be-
cause that is looking into the dim future. I would mot want to
take a chance, personally, on it." (Part 5, p. 838.)

Mr. John S. Bradley, of the Bradley Logging Co.:

“ AMr. Beaprey, I glve my opinion as to the problem of refor-
estation. I am convinced that this can mot be successfully accom-
plished by the private owner alone. The anmual menace of forest
fires, over which he has wery little control, practically forbids
the attempt; besides, the excessive cost of Interest and taxes
levied annually upon his holdings urge upon him the necessity of
harvesting his crop as rapidly as possible.” (Part 5, p. 800.)

From statement of Mr. A. W. Laird, of Potlatch, Idaho, president
of Wesatern Forestry & Conservation Association, president of the North
Idaho Forestry Association, and president of the Potlatch Timber Pro-
tective Association :

“ Benator McNAnY. Government Inerease of fire protection, would
that be inducement sufficiently for timbermen privately to reforest?

“ Mr. Lamgp. Not without relief from taxation.

“'The CHAIRMAN. Yes; so there are two factors?

" Mr. Lamep. Yes, gir; they are important ones. You see, Idaho
has a very large part of its domain In the national forest reserves
and is a State with only 400,000 people in it, so the tax burden
on the people who have property, who have to pay taxes, is quite a
considerable bill.

“The CHAMMAN. The cstent of the Government's holding in
Idaho is 69 per cent or greater. :

“ genator FLETCHER, Mr, Laird, you might consider this thought
in conmection with the demand for relief from taxation on cut-
over lands: Whether you want to delay uniil you can get the
State to say that they will mot tax cut-over lands at all for a
period of years, or only mominally, as you suggest the counties
must have some money, some income, in order to pay their ex-
penses. Now, if they relieve cut-over lands from taxatiom, wen't
they have to make it up by increasing the tax on your timberland ;

- go that in the end you would not save so much after all?" (Pt
5, p. 890.)
From statement of Ar. C. L. Rillings, land agent of Edward Rut-
ledge Timber Co., Coeur d'Alene, Idaho:

* Mr. Binlaxgs. In discussing whether or not we can cut dewn
taxes on cut-over land I just want to leave this impression with
you gentlemen. It ds ebvious to ‘all of us that, having certain
bills to meet, you have to have the valuation to assess your levy
against to reach it, to meet them. $So long as 'we live here—that
is, so long as the timber industry lives hers and pays taxes—we
can take it for granted, no matter what kind of tax reform is
put im, if you toke taxable property off the tax rolls and put it
in either Federal or Siate ownership, the burden of taxation has
got to remain on what you have left. We will get our share of
that increase, and that tax will be directly In propertion te the tax
that we are already paying.” (Pt. 5, p. 907.)

From statement of Mr. H. G. Miller, president Kalispell Lumber Co.,
Kalispell, Mont, :

* Senator McNary. Well, nssume that you remove the trees and
it takes a hundred years to grow a mew crop, and that the ‘Govern-
ment and the State owned the Iand; how are you going to support
your county and State governmenits during that period?

% Mr. MitLer. When the county authorities come to that bridge
they will find a way to cross it, and they will make up that deficit
in their budget by putfing fhe tax on the industry—the Jogging
and the lumbering. :

“At the present time I will tell you what would practically
take effect. If the process of the lands passing Into the hanfs of
the Tederal Oovernment takes place, it 'will ereate a deficit in
cotmty finances. The deficit will be made good by a direct tax,
in my opinion—by & direct tax on logs and lumber products. In
relieving the industry of these taxes you are simply going aroind
the block and coming back, and will depend on the same people
for the same tax." (Pt. 5, p. '951.)

From statement of Judge Marvin . Rosenberry, juilge of the Su-
.preme Court of the State of Wisconsin:

“Judge RosexpenrY. The first proposition to be considered is
the matter of taxation. Speaking from the standpoint of towns,
villages, and counties, and particularly where the Btate has
acquired large areas, they find it very difficult to adjust their
local reguirements to the matter of tfaxation. * * * As a
proposition otherwise than sacquiring the property outright by
either the State or the Federal Government it seems to me the
fundamental problem relates to taxation.” (Pt 4, p. 558.)

Statement of John W. Blodgett, president of the National Lumber
[Mnnufacmrers' Assoclation, Grand Rapids, Mich. :
“The CHAIRMAK. Do you want the private owners to go out of
the forestry business and turn it over to the Government?

“ Afr. BLenceTT. I have been reluctantly driven by quite a sur-
vey of the situation to the conclusion that only by such action on
the part of the Federal Government will we get anywhere.

“1 hope that the committee will not lose sight of this one
fundamental fact; That whenever economic conditions warrant|
individual operation and initiative you can rely moe= 4o Ameri-
can business man to step inte that breach just at the very first
moment, and then the function and the duty of the Government
will cease so far as buying large tracts of land is concerned,
but that time ds so far in the future and the necessity of action is
S0 imminent that we are up against the other proposition.”

I wrote the following letter to each State forester, inquir-
ing what provision the States had made for such reimburse-'
ment when the State owned forest lands;:

Hon, -
Btate Forester,
In re: Taxation—State-owned forests.

‘My Dear Sie: Would you kindly advise me what provisions, if any,
have been made by your State relative to reimbursement for taxes lost
by the State by reason of State-owned forests? In other words, has
your State made any provision for the State and county reimburse-
ment by reason of loss of taxes when the State has ebtained and now
owns forest lands which are not subject to direct taxation as privately
owned lands?

I it would be convenient for you to furnish me copy of such laws
or synopsis and citation thereof, I would appreciate it very much,
Kindly send same to my address, Room 292, House Office Buliding,
Washington, D. C. T am,

Yours most truly,

—_—

Jorx H. Raxzn, M. C,

The States of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Michigan, Massa-
chusetts, Connecticut, Vermont, and New York replied, showing
that the State provided a tax against State forest lands, which
is turned over to the counties, townships, or cities in which
the State forest land is located.

These letters arve as follows:

PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF FORESTS AND WareRs, -
Harrisburg, Jonuary 29, 1924
Hon. Joux B. Raxer, M. C.
Washkington, D. O.

My Dzar Me, Rager: Your letter of January 19 and coples of House
and Senate bills Nos. 148 and 1533 are received.

The Commonwenlth of Pennsylvania made the first purchase of State
forest land in 1808. Additional tracts were added from time to time,
apd the State forests now comprise 1,150,510 acres.

It was necessary to reimburse fownships wherein State lands were
located so that they would not be entirely <deprived of taxes from
these tracts. With this in vlew, acts were passed providing a fixed
amiual charge of § cents per acre on all State forest Iand.

The anxiliary forest reserve laws, which were passed in 1918, pro-
vide a separate classification for privatety owned timberlands. Lands
80 classified are assessed a't mot more than $1 per acre, A fixed annual
dharge of 4 cents per acre for school and road purposes is paid by the
Department of Forests and Waters to townships wherein aunxiliary
forest reserves are located., As a rule, timberlands in Pennsylvania
are not assessed unrmmahly high, and to date but 26,213 acres have
been placed in this ¢lass.

Copies of the laws authorizing the purchase of State forest land,
the payment of fixed charges on timberlands for school, romd, and
county purposes, and the cinsstﬂcatlon of auxiliary forest reserves are
attached,

Bincerely yonrs, R, Y. StvaRT,
Becretary.

Srare oF New JERSEY,
DrPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT,
Trenton, March 15, 192§,

Hon, Joux H. RAKER,
Member House of Representatives, Washington, D, .

Deap St I am sorry to have been rather tardy In replying to your
inquiry of March 3 relative to forest taxation. I am inclosing a copy
of the latest printed edition of our forestry laws. This booklet is
now fin process of revision. However, the provision dealing with
forest taxation, as given in section 6, chapter 47, P. L. 1805, on page 7,
and chapter 214, P, L. 1908, given on page 10, will give you the text
of the legislation as it now stands In connection with the tax sltua-
tion on State-owned forest land.

There is no exemption from taxation or any tax preference on forest
land in New Jersey aside from this provision for Stata forest property.

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMESNT.
C, P. WiLBeR, Stale Forester,
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STATE | OF BICHIGAN,.
DEPARTMEXNT. OF CONSERVATION,,
Lansing, March. 8, 192}
Hon. Jorx H. RAKER,
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C.
Dear Bir: Your letter of Mareh '3 is received..
Act 116, Public Acts of Michigan, 1917, provides that a-fiat rate of
b cents per acre on all lands to which the State owns title shall be
pald to the separate counties: in which such lands:are located. This
is: for construction and Improvements: of highways and is in lieu of
any and all taxes assessed on State lands: under-previously existing
statutes,
1 am sorry that we can not furnish yon with a copy of 'thislaw; as
our: supply is exhausted.
Yery truly yours, AMarcUS ScHAAF, State Forester,

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS,
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION,
Divisiox or ForesTeY, BTATE HOUSE,
Boston, March 6, 192},
Hon. Joax E. RAKER, AL C,,
Room 292, House Office Building, Washington, D, 0.

My DEar. CONGRESSMAN : Your letter of March 3 regarding taxation
of State-owned forests received.
general laws which apply to this taxation. You will note in section 18
it is stated * in 1925,” ete., This is simply an extension of the date in
the new revision of our general laws, but the same operation has been
taking place for a long time,

1 am also inclosing a copy  of our forest taxation law, which was
pagsed two years ago, which I think will be of {nterest to you, to show
the way we are handling the taxation of private forest lands.

If I can be of any further service to you, please let me know.

Very troly yours,
War. A, L. Bazeuey, Commissioner;

EEIMBURSEMENT FOR LOSS OF TAXES ON LAND CUSED FOR PUBLIC
INSTITUTIONS, ETC.
[General Laws, ch. 58]

Sec. 12. In 1925 and in every fifth year thereafter the commdssioner
ghall between April 1 and June 1 determine as of April 1 the falr
eash value of all land In every town owned by the Commonwealth and
nsed for the purpeses of a publie institution under the department of
mental disease, the department of public welfare, or the department of
correction, a fish hatchery or game preserve, a State military eamp
ground, or a State forest. This determination shall be in such detail
as to lots, subdivisions, or acreage as the commisgioner may deem.neces-
sary, and to assist him in making it he may require oral or written
information from any officer or agent of the Commonwealth or of any
town therein and from any other inhabitant thereof, and may. require
such information to be on oath. BSuoch officers, agents, and. persons, so
far as able, shall furnish, the commissloner with. the required informa-
tion in such form as he may indicate within 15 days after being so
requested by him.

SEe. 14, The commissioner, under the preceding section, not later

than June 10 of each year in which he. makes such determination,
shall notify the assessors of each town where the Commonwealth owns.

land for the purposes therein named of his determination of the value
of such land in such town. A board of assessers aggrieved, by said
determination may, within 10 days after the date of the notice, apply
for a.correction thereof to the board of appeal from decisions of the
commissioner of corporations and taxation. Baid board shall give a
hearing to such assessors not later than July 15 following, and shall
seasonably notify them and the commissioner of the tinre and place
of the hearing. After the hearing said board: of appeal shall. notify
eaid board. of assessors and the commissioner of its finding as to the
value of the land in question, and ifs deeision shall be conclusive.
8gc. 15. The valuation determined under the two preceding sectlons
ghall be in effect for the purposes: of sectlons: 13 to: 17, inclusive,
during the year in which such valuation is made andithe four succeed-
ing years, and until another valuation is made under said sections,

except that whenever land is acquired by the Commonwealth for the

purposes named in section: 13 the commissioner shall adopt the as-
gpessed valpation. of said land made In the year last preceding. such
purchase, and such assessed valuation shall be- the valpation of the
land for the purposes of sections 13 to- 17, inclusive, until & new
valuation is made by. the commissioner under sections 18 and 14,

Ber. 16. In every year, not later than August 1, the commissioner:
shall deliver to the State treasurer a statement as to the valpe of land
subject to sections 13 to 17, inclusive, in eaeh town and.of the amount
of money to be paid'to each of such towns as. determined by the fol-
lowing section.

Sge, 17. The tressurer in every year, not later than November 15

shall reimburse each. town in; which: the Commonwealth owns land. for.

I inclose copy of the sections of our:

the purposes. named. in. secton 13 an amount in. lien' of. taxes upom
the.value of such land as reported to.him by the commissioner nnder
the. preceding. section, determined: by, multiplying each thousand dollars.
of valuation or fraetional part. thereof by the rate provided for under
section 58 of chapter 63.

[Chap. 360]

An act providing for the taxation of forest products and the classiﬁca—
tion and taxation of forest lands

RBe it enacted, ete., as follows:
SEct10N. 1. The. General Laws, is: hereby amended by striking ount
chapter 61 and inserting in place thereof the followling:

CuapTER 01

TAXATION OF FOREST PRODUCTS AND CLASBIFICATION AXND TAXATION OF.
FOREST LANDS

BecTIoN 1. An owner of forest land, valued on the town tax list of
the preceding year for land and growth at not more than.$25 per acre,
and which does not contain more than 20 cords per acre on the average,
but which is so stecked with trees as to promise a minimum prospec-
tive average yield per acre, exclusive of water; bog, or ledge, of 20,000
board feet for softwoods or 8,000 board feet for hardwoods, or for
mixtures of the two, such volume between said limits determinable by
the relative percentages of the two classes of growth, may apply in
writing to the town assessors to have said land listed as classified
forest land, and such‘application shall contain a description of said
land sufficiently accurate for identification.

Sec. 2. Within 30 days after-the receipt of said application the asses-
sors shall decide whether the property fulfills the requirements for
classifiention and:shall notify the owner of their decision, giving their
valoation: of the:tract as:land alone, and if within 10 days of notifica-
tion: the owner: accepts their decision the assessors:shall: give: him a
certificate containing the name of the owner and. a:deseription of the.
parcel to be classified, and, stating that the land described conforms to
the reguirements for classification under this chapter. Upon the re-
cording of this certificate by the owner in the registry of deeds for the
county or distriet where the land lies, the parcel shall hecome classified.
forest land. Each parcel of land so classified shall thereafter be desig-
nated,in the annual valnation list of the town, in the column provided
for the description of each parcel of land, as classified forest land so
long as the parcel remains so.eclassified. The valvation and tax an-
nually assessed upon land classified under this chapter shall not in-
clude the value of forest trees growing thereon. When . classified for-
est land is sold or otherwise changes- title, the ohligations nad benefits
of this:chapter shall devolve upon the new holder of the title:

Sec. 3. The standing: growth on classified forest land shall not be
taxed, but the owner ‘of such land, except as hereinafter provided, shall’
pay.a: produets tax of 6 per cent of the stumpage value upon:all wood
or timber cut therefrom, and one-tenth of such taxes colleeted by the-
town shall be paid to the State treasurer. Trees: standing om such
land shall not be included: in the town valuation in apportioning the
State-or county tax-among:the towns. But an owner of classified for-
est land may annually cut, free of tax, wood or timber from such land,
not exceeding $25 in stumpage value: Provided, That such wood or
timber is for his own use or for that of a temant of said land only.
Buildings or other structures standing on classified forest land shall be
taxed as real estate with the land on which they stand. Classified fors
est land shall be subject to special assessments and betterment assess-
ments. The owner shall make a sworn return to the assessors before:
May 1. of each year of the amount of all, wood and. timber -cut from
such land during the year ending on the preeeding April. 1.

SEC. 4. When in the judgment of the assessors. classified forest land
contains on the average per acre. 25,000, board. feet for softwoods or
10,000 board. feet for hardwoods, or for mixtures of the twe; such
volume between said limits determinable by, the relative percentages-of
the two classes of> growth, they shall notify the owner that two years
from date of notifieation the- forest products tax of 6 per cent of the
value of the standing timber based on the above volomes will be levied
and that the land and, timber will at that time be taken fromr the
classified list and placed in the general property tax list.  Should the
owner elect to reduce within two. years. the volume of timber below
the volume mentioned in the preceding sentence the land: shall remain
classifled ; but, if at the end of five years from. time of. cutting, the
growth stock on the tract does not meet the requirements for classifi
cation. contained in. section.1 the. tract.may: be taken from classifica-
tion by the assessors and any taxes due thereon colleeted. An owner
may withdraw his land from.classification atiany time by-the payment
of the: land tax and the, forest products. tax of 6 per cent on. the esti-
mated. value of the standing timber. Within:30.days after an:owner
requests to withdraw his land from clagsificatien the assessors. shall
determine the taxes.due thereon, which shall. be-paid before the land
is taken from the classified list. When in the judgment of the asses-
sors classified forest land. becomes more valuable: for other. use than
the prodnction of trees they; may, after 30 days' notice, withdraw said
land from clasgification, and any taxes due thereom shall. be paid at
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the time of withdrawal: Provided, That the owner may appeal from
guch withdrawal to the commissioner, whose decision ghall be final,
Whenever land is withdrawn from classification the assessors shall
record in the registry of deeds for the county or distriet where the land
lies a certificate setting forth such withdrawal and containing refer-
ence by book and page to the record of the certificate under which said
Jand was classified,

SeC. 5. In case of dispute as to the eligibility of land for classifica-
tion or as to the volume of wood or timber contained on such land or
cut therefrom, either party may appeal to the Btate foresteér, who ghall
examine the property and hear both parties, and whose decision shall
be final.

BEc. 6. Any owner of classified forest land who fails to comply with
the requirements of this chapter shall, upon conviction thereof, be
punished by a flne of not less than $10 nor more than $500, and in
addition to said penalty the land may be withdrawn from classification
by the assessors.

Bee. 7. Notwithstanding the passage of this aect, all Jand and the
{rees, wood, and timber thercon which are on fhe date when this act
takes effect subject to the provisions of chapter 61 of the General
Laws shall continue to be subject thereto in secordance therewith.

(Approved May 2, 1922)

StATE FOnESTER, STATE ForEst FIRE WARDEN,
Hartford, Conn,, March 5, 192§,
Mr, Jonx E. RAKER, AL C.,
House Office Bullding, Washiugton, D. €.

My DeAr Mg, RAKER: I am in receipt of your letter of the 3d, rela-
tive to forest tuxation, and take pleasure in sending you a copy of our
forest laws. Yom will see on pages 33 to 41 laws relating to taxation.
The statute relative to the taxation of State forests is on page 41.
We have felt from the first that if we should try to set aside State
forests without providing for taxatlon there would be oppoesition on the
part of the local citizens.

If there are any further guestions in regard to thiz subject, I shall
be glad to hear from youn,

Yours very truly,
A. F. Hawes, State Forester.
COMMISSIONER OF FORESTRY. BTATE OF VERMONT,
Aontpetier, March 11, 192},
Jonx E. Rager, M. C,;
Huuse Office Ruilding, Washington, D. O.

Desr Sik: Your letter of March 3d in regard to taxation of State-
owned forests has been received, and we are pleased to hand you copy
of No. 28 of the Acts of 1919, which has to do with this subject.

If we can be of further assisinnee to you, we ghall be glad to have
Fou call on us,

Yery truly yours,
FOREST SERVICE,
By Ina P. CALCOGNI, Secrétary.

No. 28, An act to amend sections 463 and 722 of the General Laws
relating to the eclassification of State forest reserves for tax pur-
poses .

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the Slate of Ver-
mont:

.Becriox 1. Section 465 of the General Laws is hereby amended so as
to read as follows:

“SEC. 465, State forests: taxation: The governor is hercby au-
thorized, wpon recommendation of sald forester, to accept gifts
of land to the State, the same fto be held, protected, and ad-
minlstered as a State foreat reserve. All proceeds from the sales
of timber or other products from such lands shall be paid to the
State treasurer and be nsed at the diseretion of said forester In
the furtherance of the forestry interests of the State. All lands
heldl as Btate forest reserves shall be appraised vnder the pro-
vistons of section 722 of the general laws and set to the State in
the grand list of the town where located, and the State shall
pay taxes thercon.”

Sec. 2. Bection 722 of the General Laws is hereby amended so as to
read as follows:

“Rpe, 722, Young tiimberlands; classifiention; special tax:
Land fully stocked with forest trees not more than 15 years old,
except scattered trees the presence of which does not increase the
assessed walue of the property; land incompletely or partially
stocked with forest trees not more than 15 years old. when
planted with a suficient number of additional trees to assure a
spacing of approximately 6 by O feet over the entire area; lands
held as State forest reserves, and open land planfed with not
less than 1,000 forest trees to the acre, shall be classified as
forest land: Provided, In each case that the trees planted are of
the following species: Ash, basswood, oak, maple; wifite, Scoteh,

or Norway pine; European larch, white or Norway spruce, or
any other specles approved by the State forester: And provided
further, That sald forester approves the manner in which the
trees are planted: And provided further, That such land is out-
€ide the limits of a city or village. Land so classified shall there-
after be taxed annually under the general tax law at the local
rate on a valuation of the land alone, such valuation to he estab-
lished by the listers at the time of classification, in no case to
exceed $3 an acre, and such valuation shall be maintained until
the year 1950. In such year the land alone shall be revalued
without regard to the above limit, and the valuation then estal-
lished shall be maintained for a further period of 50 years, taxes
being levied annually under the general tax law on such valuation
at fhe local rate. Whenever a commercial cutfing is made, the
owner of the timber shall pay a special tax on the gross stumpage
valne of the amount cut, which is hereby assessed at 10 per cent
of such valae”
SriTE oF NEW YORK,
CONSERVATION COMMISSION,
Albany, March §, 1925,
Hon. Jous E. RAKER,
Washington, Db, (',

Dean Sm: We are in receipt of your lefter of March 8, 1924, rela-
tive to taxation of State lands of the forest preserve.

The forest preserve was created by chapter 283 of the Laws of 1883,
the lands were at that tinre exempt from taxation. The next year
provision was made for the payment of taxes on said lands by chapter
280 of the Laws of 1886.

Ounr tax laws were codified in 1896, and provision was made therein
for the taxation of forest-preserve lands by chapter 808 of the laws of
that year. The provision has been ¢hanged slightly from time to time,
the last amendment being chapter G50 of the Laws of 1923,

By reference to the laws mentioned we think you will obtain the
informsation that you desire,

Yery truly yours,
ALEXANDER MACDOGNALD, Coammissioner,
By A, B. Strovcn, Land Clerk.

The States of Minnesota, Washington, Wisconsin, and Mary-
land are working along the line of the “ Hand plan” as ii
affects State forest lands, as will appear from the letters ol
Sate officers of said States:

MINNESOTA STATE FOREST SERVICE,
OFFICE OF THE FORESTER,
St. Paul, March 11, 152}
Hon. Joux E, Riger, M. (.,
House of Representatives, Washington, D, €.
Drar Bik: I have your letter of March 8. This State has not maide

‘any provision whereby townships or counties are reimbursed for taxes

on account of State-owned lands. At the last session of the State
legislature this department drafted a bill for reimbursing townships
for the loss of taxes due to the location of State forests within their
boundaries. No action was taken on this bill. For your information
I am incloging herewith a copy of the bill,

I would suggest that you get in touch with the State Forester of
Penngylvania. This 8tate has such a law on its books, and it has heen
working for some fime. I am sure that you will be able to get very
good information from them. :

Yours very truly,
G. M. CoxzeT,
Acting Btate Forester.
By Arravr F. OpprL,
Supervizor of the New State Forests.
An act providing a fixed charge on lands acquired by the State for State
forests, and the distribution of revenue so derived for school, road,
and general revenue purposes in the {ownships in which they are
located.

Re it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minnesota:

SgcrioN 1. That from and after the passage of this aet all lands now
acquired or hereafter to be acquired by the State for State forests and
which now are exempt from taxation shall be subject to an annual
charge of 3 cents per acre for the benefit of the townships in which
State forests are located, one-third of the revenue to be used for the
benefit of the schools, one-third for the benefit of the roads, and one-
third for general revenue purpose of the township. :

8rc. 2. The State forester shall certify to the respective school dis-
triets and townships throughout the State in which State forests are
located, and to the State treasurer the number of acres owned by thg
State thereln for State forest purposes and the amount of charge in
favor of each district and township. The Btate forester sghall draw
his warrant in favor of each of the treasurer of each said school dis-
trict and each said township treasurer, which said warrant after the
approval and counter signnture of the State auditor shall be paid by
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the State treasurer to the respective school districts or townships in
whose favor the same may be drawn.

BEc. 8. There is hereby appropriated from the general revenue fund
of the State out of any moneys not otherwise appropriated the sum of
£20,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1024, and $20,000 for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1925, which shall be eredited to the forestry
board to be used therefor as provided in this act.

Bec. 4. All acts and parts of acts incopsistent with this act are
hereby repealed.

STATE oF WASHINGTOX,
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND DBEVELOPMENT,
Olympia, Mareh 11, 1925
Hon, Joux E. RAKER,
Houge Office Building, Washingion, D. C.

DEAR Si: Replying to your letter of March 8 relative to taxation of
State-owned forests you are advised there Is no provision for reimburse-
ments of counties on lands acquired by the Btate; in other words, the
counties derive no taxes from State-owned lands.

We are inclosing a bill inftrodoced in the last legislature whereby
the State counld automatically acquire forest lands which have reverted
to the county for nonpayment of taxes, the State to administer and
protect the timber on such lands until it is of commercial value. Upon
the sale of the timber the State would deduet enough money to cover
the cost of administration, and the balance would revert to the coun-
ties, ‘This bill was defeated.

We are also inclosing a copy of the forest protection laws of Wash-
ington, and call particular attention to page 29, chapter 3, * Reforesta-
tion.” >
Yours very truly,

T. J. GoopYrAR,
Assistant Rtate Supervisor of Forestry.

CONSERVATION COMMISSION,
StaTE oF WISCONSIN,
Madison, Wis., March 7, 182},
Hon, Joux E. BAKER, M. C,
Washington, D. C.

Deap Sin: Your letter of the 3d received regarding the taxation of
Btate-owned forest land.

Avisconsin has approximately 400,000 acres of public land. Of this
acreage, 159,000 acres was purchased for forest reserve purposes and
the bulk of it is blocked up in two counties. In our State there are
no unorganized areas. Every part of the State has a town, county,
and State government, and in the towns in the State land areas the
percentages of Stafe-owned land run as high as 60 per cent. This
has always constituted a very seriouns grievance in the eyes of the local
inhabitants, inasmnch as the State is barred by the uniformrity laws
of its constitution from returning to the towns and counties any tax
money in lieu of the exemptions on lands held for forest, park, or other
publie purposes.

There 1s some effort made by the State to partially reimburse these
towns by assisting in the construction of roads on these State-owned
lands, but everything considéred no tax money is paid back to the local
governments by the State on account of the taxes lost by reason of
the State owning forest or park properties. This has always been a
gore spot in these commmnities and one of the things that has led to
gerious opposition to a forest program in this State. It will be neces-
sary for a constitutional amendment to be passed before this situation
can be remedied. I regret that we do not have any pamphlets that
would detail this situation in a more precise way. In case you want
any further information we shall be glad to be at your service.

Very truly yours,
C. L. HARRINGTON,
Superintendent of Forests and Parks,
AGRICULTURAL AND MRCHANICAL COLLEGE OF TRXAS,
College Btation, Tex., March I, 1924,
Hon, JoEN H. RAEER,
House Office Building, Washington, D. C.

Dpar Mg. RARER: Your letter of March 3 is received. The last
legislature appropriated a small sum for buylng several thousand acres
of State forest lands, and it is the intemtion to add to this acreage
from year to year by additional purchases. The initial appropriation
granted by the last legislature was in the shape of a rider to our gen-
eral forestry appropriation bill and contained no reference to the pay-
ment of taxes. I have discussed the matter of taxing Btate forests
with a number of our legisiators and members of the Texas Forestry
Association, 'The general conclusion seems to be that as our State
forest acreage increases the mext legislature or the one following will
make provisions to have the Btate forests pay the locai and eounty
taxes. ’

Yours very sincerely,
E. 0. Smcen,
Etate Forester,

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, STATE DEPARTMENT OoF FORESTRY,
Baltimore, Md., Moreh 7, 192).
Hon. Joax E. RAxeR,
House of Representatives, Washington, D. O.

Drar Sm: I have your letter of March 3, inquiring about provisions
for reimbursing the local units for loss of taxes on State forest lands.

Under our existing laws, State-owned lands are exempt from both
county and State taxes. Up to the present time we have acquired such
smal]l areas of State forest that the loss of taxes has not been consid-
ered a serions problem. We do, however, realize that if the State
embarks on an aequisition policy, such as we are now advocating, it
will be necesary to pay into the county revenue on such lands in lieu
of the loss of taxes,

The plan we have in mind is gimilar to that in Pennsylvania, where
the State would pay on a basis of 5 cents per acre to the eounty for
road and school purposes on land held in State forests,

Very truly yours,
F. W. Besuey, State Forester,

The other States replied that no provision had as yet been
made for such reimbursement.

The Acting Forester, Mr. E, A. Sherman, of the United States
Forest Service, furnished me with a compilation of the laws of
certain States which pertain to the taxation of State-owned
forests. The letter and compilation are as follows:

UsiTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
FOREST SERVICE,
Washington, February 25, 192},
Hon, Joax E. RAKER, "
House of Representatives.

Drar Mg, Raxee: With further reference to Your letter of Feb-
ruary T:

I take pleasure in attaching herewith a compilation of the provisions
in State laws which pertain to the taxation of State-owned forests. In
supplying this, however, I wish fo state that our information on the
subject is not complete,

In the case of Massachusetts, for instance, we have compiled the laws,
as you will note, through the regular sessions for 1915, and since that
time we have complled only the laws for 1921. There is a period of
six years in which the laws of Massachusetts have not been compiled
by this office. The same is true for the various other States in differ-
ent degrees. For up to date information on the subject, therefore, it
would be my suggestion that you take this matter up with each of the
States which have State forestry departments.

I am inclosing a list of such departments for your information, If you
wish to follow that course.

Very sineerely yours,
E. A. SHERMAN, Acting Forester,

PROVISIONS IN STATE LAWS PERTAINING TO TAXATION OF STATE-OWSNED
FORBSTS

Massachusetts, through regular session, 1915: Land acquired under
this act (L. 1914, ch. 720, which permits acquisition of lands for State
forests) shall be exempt from taxation; but the Commonwealth shall
reimburse citles and towns in which soeh lands are situnted for taxes
lost by reason of their acquisition in the same manner, and to the same
extent as in the case of lands aequired for public institutions under the
provisions of chapter 607 of the acts of the year 1910. (That chapter
requires the tax commissioner beginning in the year 1910 and every
fifth year thereafter, to deliver to the State treasurer a statement as to
the value of lands owned by the State and used for public institutions
in each city and town. The rate per thousand for which the State shall
reimburse cities and towns is required to be equal to the average of the
annual rates for the three preceding years. As amended by chapter 282,
Laws of 1821, the assessed valoation of State forest lands every five
years, beginning in 1925, ghall be reduced by deducting therefrom the
value of all forest products removed from such land between the 1st
day of April on which it was last assessed, and the 1st day of April
in the year In which the reimbursement is to be made.)

Michigan : Provision is made (act 116 of the Public Acts of 1917)
for the payment yearly by the State into the treasury of each ecounty
in which is located any State-tax homestead or State swamp lands
under the control and supervision of the Publie Domain Commission
a tax of 5 eents per acre, or major portion thereof, for all such lands
as belong to the State, said funds to be expended upon trunk-line
highways within the county, if there are such; otherwise upon the
<other highways of the county.

Minnesota: Itasca State Park: Forestry board is aunthorized te
accept for the Btate of Minnesota donation of land within the limits
of the park; and the donors may reserve to themselves for a period
not exceeding 10 years from the date of such donation the right te
cut and remove from the said lands all the white pine, Norway pine,
jack pine, spruce, cedar, tamarack, and balsam timber 8 inches in
dlameter and over. All the taxes levied on such timber which the
donors may reserve to themselves shall be paid by the State of Minne-
sota for a period not exceeding 10 years,




8410

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE

May 12

New Jersey, through regular session, 1015: The title of all lands
acquired by the State for forestry reservatioms shall be taken in
the name of the Btate, and all such forestry reservation lands shall
be exempt from taxation from the time of their acquisition.

There ghall be paid annually to the treasurer of each township or
other municipality in which lands are held as State forest reserves,
under the act to which this act is a supplement (L. 1905, ‘ch. 47)
the sum of 2 cents per acre for each acre of such reserve in said
township or other municipality.

New York, through regular session, 1018: All wild or forest land
within the forest preserve and also all such lands owned by the
State i the towns of Altona and Dannemora, county of Clinton,
except the lands in the town of Dannemora upon which buildings
and inclosures are erected and maintained by the State for the Tise
of State institutions, together with said buildings thereon, shall be
assessed and taxed at a like valuation and rate as similar lands of
individuals within the counties where situated. No tax for the erec-
tion of a schoolhouse or opening of a road shall be imposed on the
State lands unless such erection or opening shall have first been
approved in writing by the conservation commission.

North Carolina, through regular session, 1915: Sald State forests
ghall be subject to county taxes assessed on the same basis as are
private lands, to be paid out of moneys in the State treasury not
otherwise appropriated.

Pennsylvania, through regular session, 1921: Fixed annual charge
on State forests in lien of taxes is made for the benefit of:

(1) Roads in the townships in which State forests are located, in
the sum of 2 cents per acre.

(2) Schools in the respective districts in which the State forests
are located, In the sum of 2 cents per acre, provided the said school
districts shall each levy and collect a tax for the support of its schools
of not less than 4 mills on the dollar of the assessed valuation
of preperty in such district.

(8) Counties in which State forests are located, in the sum of 1
cent per acre.

In the case of auxiliary forest reserves (areas of privately owned
1and devoted exclusively to the growing of merchantable forest trees)
the lands are subject to an annual charge (to be paid from State
funds) of 2 cents per acre for the benefit of the schools, and 2 cents
per acre for the benefit of the roads in the respective districts in
which the reserves are located.

Vermont, through regular session, 1919: All lands held as State
forest reserves shall be appraised under the provisions of section 722
of the General Laws and set to the State in the grand list of the
town where located, and the State shall pay taxes thereon.

Wisconsin, through regular sessiom, 1913: The said lands (State
forest reserve) shall be included in the tax roll of each of said
towns and shall be subject to taxation for all except State pur-
poses at a rate not to exceed 1% per cent of the assessed value in
said several towns, and the State of Wisconsin hereby expressly
consentg to such taxatlon of such lands.

The following letters from Mr. Charles J. Gilmore, of Sac-
ramento, Calif., are quite illuminating on this subject:
SACRAMENTO, CALIR,, February 20, 1924,
Hon, JoEX E. Raxer, M. C,,
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C,

My Deinr Jupcm: I am taking the liberty of writing you relatlve to
your bill (H. R. 148) concerning reimbursement to the States by the
United States for lands withdrawn for forestry purposes.

At the oputset, please bear in mind that I favor, unqualifiedly, con-
seryation of our natural resources. Let us not follow in the paths
of our forefathers and destroy that natural wealth that an all-wise
and beneficent Providence has bestowed upon us. Reforestation is,
generally speaking, possible, but in no instance will second-growth tim-
ber equal in texture, fiber strength, or ‘durability the primeval forest
wood. Neither will all cut-over areas reforest even under the most
advantageous conditions that the hand of man can provide. These
two factors necessitate conserving the natural growth and the utiliza-
tion of all forest products in accordance with the most modern and ad-
vanced scientific methods.

But to effectually provide for conmservation to the degree that is de-
manded by the inroads made upon our natural forests and their con-
stant decimation by their natural enemies—fire and insects—as well
as the hand of man, some fair method of carrying the burden must be
provided. It is not just nor equitable to require the political subdivi-
slong wherein are situate those tax-free forest areas io continne being
the physical repositories of the future timber supply for the benefit of
the posterity of the whole United States.

The United States as a whole went into the World War, and the
United States as a whole is paying the bill; the United States as a
whole establishied the Fleet Corporation for the benefit of the shipping
of the United States, and the United States as a whole is paying the
bill, Who can say that the Kansas farmer or the Wyoming cattleman
or the Nevada sheepman was directly interested in the affairs of the

Shipping Doard or the merchant marine? Yet each must bear his
proportionate part of the cost.

Bo it is with the forest problem. The same rules will apply. - It
may be that the New Yorker on Droadway is not a party in interest
in the forest problem of California; but by the same rule of reasoning
nelther is the Kansas farmer, the Wyoming cattleman, nor the Nevada
sheepman a party in interest in the affairs of the Nation that pertain
to s=alt-water transportation. But the fact remains that the United
SBtates is one whole, Indlvisible political unit, and a benefit to the least
of these is a benefit to the whole. The United States went into the
business of reclaiming lands, notwithstanding that it was dirvectly
beneficial to only a few, but the expense of constructing those recla-
mation works and putting water on the land was taken from the con-
tributions of the whole people in the United States.

The proposition submitted to Congress in your bill, No. 148, i8 not
a departure from any established rule of the United States. On the
contrary, ample precedents may be found to show that payment to the
several States for losses incurred by reason of forest withdrawals is
in line with the established policy of Congress. The act approved
June 9, 1916 (39 Stat. 218), provided for the payment of delinquent
taxes on the forfeited lands of the Oregon & California Railroad Co.
situate in the States of Oregon and Washington. The act approved
February 26, 1919 (40 Stat. 1179), made similar provisions as to lands
within the forfeiture of the Coos Bay Wagon Road grant in Oregon.
Further, it will be noted that the Congress provided for payment of
stich delinquent taxes on the basis of the returns of the county asses-
sors, Thus we have an answer to the oft-repeated assertion that the
States will have to revamp their assessment and tax-collecting methods
if the United States will offer to pay any returns to t.hg States upon a
valuation of national-forest lands.

The ordinary demands of justice should require that the United
States as a whole contribute to the cost of preservation and conserva-
tion of that future timber snpply, at least to the same extent that the
whole people must now contribute to the expense of Government main-
tenance in other lines. Nor can it be argued in defense of the present
method of governmental control that the counties within which these
vast tracts of Government-owned timberland are located directly reap
the benefits of such withdrawals., You already have before you cold
figures in refutation of that claim, and space prohibits me from re-
capitulating them. Suffice to say that prior to the expiration of the
75 or 100 years when it {5 estimaied those areas will be cut over
several of the forest counties in California will go out of business, and
the county that will take over the bankrupt's affairs will obtain not
an asset but a liability.

Considering every element concerned with the proposition and giving
and granting to the opposition every fair vanfage ground they ecan
attain, I yet have to find one single logical argument against the
enactment of your bill. It is not contrary to public policy, it is not
wonconstitutional, it is mot unconscionable, it is not unfair, it is not
inequitable, it is not any of the things that those opposed to it may
impute to it. On the other hand, every theory of right, justice, law,
equity, and fair dealing is in its favor.

I sincerely hope that whatever else may happen, that this measure
will, before the end of this sesslon, receive the approval of Congress
and the signature of the President. It will right a grave wrong and a
serious injustice that the United States is now and for some time last
past has been visiting upon the forest counties of the 11 forested
States,

With my kindest regards and sincere wishes for your continued sue-
cess, 1 am

Very truly yours, CHAs. L. GiuMoORE.

SACRAMENTO, CALIF., May 3, 192j,
Hon. Joux E. Raxeg, M. C.,
House of Representatives, Washington, D, C.

My DeAr JupGe: Because of the great interest that is now being
taken in your bill (I, R, 148) (o provide reimbursement to forest
States, and particularly since its indorsement, by resolution, by the
northern distriet, State Federation of Women's Clubs, at Sacramento
on April 20, 1924 1 have received many calls for a copy of the bill
from active working organizations in the several counties of this State.

Therefore I would like to know if it is possible to obtain 25 coples of
the bill to the end that I can place them in this State, where they will
do the most good.

If 1 may have that number, I will certainly appreciate their re-
ceipt.

With my kindest personal regurds, wishing you continued success,
I am

Very truly yours, CHAS, L. GILMORE,

The northern district, State Federation of Women's Clubs in refu-
lar convention assembled at Sacramento, Calif., unanimously adopted
the following resolution on April 80, 1024 : -

Whereas in withdrawing and placing within permanent national
forests 18,891,161 acres of Government land within the State of Cali-
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fornia for the purpose of conserving national resources thereof, the
United States Government has thereby withdrawn from all forms of
Btate and county taxation standing timber and forage lands valued at
$146,5990,866, according to the valuation of the United States Bureau
of Public Roads; and

Whereas the 89 counties of California wherein is located this vast
domain recelve a mere pittance from sales of standing timber and
fees for grazing permifs, and said counties are required within that
area to perform police powers, equip, maintain, and operate schools,
equip, maintain, and operate courts for the punishment of offenders
against the forest and other laws; construct, repair, and maintain
roads and bridges, and to perform such other acts as may be necessary
to the maintenance of good order and preservation of the public peace
and security : Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the delegates of the Btate Federation of Women's
Clubs, northern disirict, in regular convention assembled, indorse the
prineciples of reimbursement as contained in H. R. 148, introduced in
the House of Representatives of the United States on December 5,
1023, by Hon. Jon~x E. Raker, Member of Congress, representing the
second congressional district of California, now pending before the
House Committee on Public Lands to the effect that said forest coun-
ties are entitled to reimbursement by the United States in such sum
as they would receive from the taxation of said lands of the Unlted
States within their respective borders if such lands were owned by in-
dividuals; and be it further

Kesolved, That copies of this resolution be sent to all Representa-
tives in Congress from California and to Senators SHORTRIDGE and
JOINSON,

The United Chamber of Commerce of the Sacramento Valley at a
meeting held in Sacramento December, 1923, discussed and finally
indorsed what is known as the Hand plan for the reimbursement of
forest counties by the Government. The plan is embodied in the Raker
bill now before Congress and is familiar to all who have read the
exchange of letters between Colonel Greeley’ and Charles E. Hand, as
published in the Democrat. The plan is equitable,

The above appeared as an editorial in the Mountain Democrat
of December 22, 1923, published at Placerville, Calif,

I am submitting the following letters, which discuss the plan
set out in H. R, 8844 (H. R. 148) :

MASON & STEVEXS, FOREST ENGINEERS,
} Portland, Oreg., February 8, 192,
Judge JOEN HE. RARKER,
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C.

DEsR CONGRESSMAN RAKER: Some correspondence has passed between
Mr. C. E. Hand of Placerville, Calif.,, and myself with reference to
H. R. 148, “a bill to provide compensation in llen of taxes for the
several States with respect to certain lands of the United States within
the borders of said States, and for other purposes.” I understand from
Mr. Hand that some of this correspondence has been made available
to you.

I am thoroughly in accord with the spirit of H. R. 148 and believe,
further, that there is a very general and strong demand throughout the
West for just this sort of legislation. This bill accanplishes what In
my opinion is perbaps the greatest single step which can be taken
toward a correct solution of our so-called forest problem. However,
the whole subject should be recognized in its proper perspective. It
seems to me that H. R. 148 might well recognize openly, as it does
informally, that it is a substitute for the legislation which now is
operative, which returns 25 per cent and then 10 per cent of the gross
receipts of the Forest Service to the local eommunities in lien of taxes.
It must be recognized also, though this has no place in legislation, that
the net return from H. R. 148 or similar leglslation will not be greater
by and large than that provided by the present law. The reimburse-
ments as now provided do not fall at the right time nor in the right
place. That is the only difficulty.

It seems to me that you might be able to win much more general
support for this legislation with this idea quite openly in mind. The
eastern Senators and Congressmen should be given to understand very
plainly that what the West wants is not more payment on account of
these lands but payment at the right time to be helpful to the greatest
possible extent. It strikes me, too, that you might find Senator Mc-
NARrY quite open on this point and perhaps willing to help out by the
introduction of similar legislation in the Senate. This is not only on
account of his 8. 1553, “ for relief of Lincoln County, Oreg.,"” but be-
cause he sometime ago advanced the idea that the present 25 per cent
return from gross revenues should be doubled. I believe that he found
Colonel Greeley not unresponsive to his suggestion.

Cougress in its recent investigations, seeking to learn by what means
the lederal Government might best help on this so-called forest prob-
Jem. should have been everywhere confronted by the idea In H. R. 148,
I am sertainly glad to note that you yourself have so correctly analyzed
the siuation, and I eertainly wish you the best of success with your
bill.

Cordially yours,
CARL M. STEVENS,

SAx Fraxcisco, CALiv., Jonuary 12, 1923,
Hon, Jorx E. RAEER,
Washington, D. 0.

My Deir RAKER: Since I saw you in Sacramento I have given some
study and thought to your bill providing for taxation of national-forest
resources, and I feel that I was mistaken in making the suggestion
that the taxation should be on an acreage basis. The appraisal of these
resources by the United States Bureau of Public Roads shows a great
difference in values in fhe different counties, which would make it in-
equitable to pay 10 cents per acre to all counties, After all, the only
equitable basis is on the valuation, and there is no reason why property
owned by the Government should be on a different basis from privately
owned property. For these reasons, after giving your bill careful
reconsideration, I have no suggestions to make in the way of amend-
ments.

During the past three months I have had opportunity to talk this
matier over with quite a number of interested people—timber owners,
stockmen, and otbers—and all agree that something should be done
along the line provided by your bill; but practically all seem to think it
is hopeless, especially on account of the preponderance of influence of
castern States in the House, Tlowever, it is my beief that if we stick
to this proposition we can finally put it over, as there is no question
that it is absolutely just and right and fair fo our mountain counties,

With kind personal regards, 1 am,

Yours very truly, z GEO. H, RHODES,

Pracervicis, Cante,, March 28, 1924,
Hon, Joux E. Raker, M. €,
Washingion, D, O,

Dear Jupnee RAkER: I understand the reforestation matter is coming
up for hearing in committee soon, and I lLiope the committee will
properly consider the merits of the claim of the forest counties for
adequate reimbursement for taxes lost to the counties by reason of the
fact that national-forest land is perpetually withdrawn from settle-
ment and taxation. We believe in comservation, but we believe the
expense should be shared by all who benefit, and not alome by poor
counties like this. Some say the 25 per cent of the gross receipts wa
get is adequate, but the fallacy of that is shown by the fact that we
would gladly give this 25 per cent in exchange for taxes at the rate
paid by similar private lands. Then we should have a fixed amount
to depend on and not risk having a feast or famine as timber sales may
be heavy or light,

Wishing you the fullest measure of success in your advocncy of
adequate reimbursement, I am,

Sincerely yours, H, E. DILLINGER,

PraceryvILLE, CALIF., February 25, 1925
Hon. Joux E. Raker, M. C.,
Washington, D. O.

My Dear Junce: Your bill No. 148, to compensate forest counties,
is a step in the right direction, and, to my mind, will solve the
problem of forest taxation.

For eight years I was county auditor of a county in which the
Federal Government has set aside large areas of forest lands; in fact,
34 per cent of the total area of the county was Government-owned forest
lands, not open to entry and therefore not subject to taxation. As
auditor it was my duty to prepare the annual budget, and due to
the fact that such large areas were set aside and not on our tax rolls
placed such a burden on what remained subject to taxation that it
made the matter of raising sufficient moneys to support county gov-
ernment very difficult’ indeed. This was very apparent when it came
to bond issues for public improvement, and our people have always
been of the opinion that inasmuch as the national forests are for the
benefit of all of the people of the Nation the burden should be borne
by all those who are receiving the benefits. This, to my mind, is the
only just way.

In the event your bill should become the law the forest countles
would automatically relinguish the 25 per cent they are mow recely-
ing from the sales of forest resources and the Federal Government
would retain for its own use all moneys received from this source, and
in the long run the Federal Government would be compensated. What
15 necessary is immediate relief of forest townships and counties, and
your bill furnishes the needed relief. The local taxing unit. can not
and should not be expected to carry this burden for 75 or 100 vears
while the trees are growing with no returns therefrom. This is a mat-
ter for the Federal Government and not one for the sparsely settled
forest county.

The exchange bills haviug been passed and now operative, the private
owner is rapidly exchanging cut-over lands for standing timber, and
in each case where this is done the county must not only stand the
loss of the taxes each year on fhe lands so exchanged but must also
lose the 25 per ecent on the thmber, amd this comdition will continue
without any returns to the eounty from such lands during the perlod
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of reforestation, which will require in the pine country in the neigh-

borhood of 100 years before anything like matured: timber-can be cuf:

from guch lands,

Yours sineerely, Tep (. ATWOOD.

CALIFORNIA. METAL AND: MINERAL PRODUCERS’ ASSOCTATION,
San: Francisco, April 10, 1925
Mr; CHanres Haxp,
Placerville, OCalif.

Dean Smr: We are advised by Mr. Rhodes, of this city, that yon are
sponsoring bill H. R. 11789; introduced by Congressman- RAKER; pro-
viding: for the taxation of the national forest reserves within the sev-
eral’ States.

This appears to be a meritorious measure; and T would be pleased to
have copies of any statistical matter that you may have in support of
the- bill for the consideration of the board of directors of this asso-
eiation at & meeting to be held in the near future.

Yours: most truly,
Roer. 1. EBen, Recretary-Treasurer:
ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. LONGWORTH. Mr, Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that on next Friday evening between the hours of 8 and 11
o'clock, it shall be in order to consider bills on the Private
Calendar unobjected to. .

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio asks unanimous
consent that it shall be in order on Friday evening next, from
§ until 11 o'clock, to consider bills on the Private Calendar
unobjected to. Is there objection?

Mr. GARRETT of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, there is no objec-
tion to that, but I would like to ask the gentleman if he thinks
it probable that we can at some time not too remote have a
period in which we can consider those bills on the Private
Calendar that are objected to?

Mr. LONGWORTH. I shall be glad to talk with the gentle-
man about that.

Mr. BLANTON. Will the gentleman yield?

My, LONGWORTH. Yes

AMr. BLANTON. I understand a bill has been reported by
the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds—and there
is a similar bill which has passed the Senate—accepting a
tract of TO acres of land from a citizen in Washington for
park purposes. In case that tract of land is accepted by the
Congress, there is a wealthy lady here who is to give another
park connecting the former one with the Potomae River. It is
very important that that bill should be passed immediately.
Could not the gentleman arrange to have that bill come up
before the House to-morrow morning?

Mr. LONGWORTH. I had not heard of the bill before.

Mr. BLANTON. There is no opposition to it at all, and it
is a mere question of accepting a gift. The committee has
looked into it carefully. T have looked all over the proposition
myself, and I know it is to the interest of the District to accept,
the park, because we will get another one that adjoins it from a
very rich lady here.

Mr. LONGWORTH. I would like to have an opportunity to
consult the Speaker before doing that.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. LoNGWORTH] ?

There was no ohjection.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Mr. LOWREY. Mr. Speaker, apropos of the requests for
time to make speeches on Wednesday, I ask permission: to be
absent from the House on that day on important business.

The SPEAKHER. Without objection, the request is granted.

There was no. objection.

ADJOURNAMENT

Mr. LONGWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House
do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accordingly (at 5 o'clock and
19 minutes p. m.) the House adjourned until to-morrow, Tuoes-
day, May-13; 1924, at 12 o’clock noon.

EXROUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, ETC.

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, executive communications:
were taken from the Speaker's table and referred as follows:

409. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmit-
ting supplementary report in response to House Resolution 51,
regarding purchase of a site for a Federal building in
Kenosha, Wis, saild site to cost about $110,0000 instead' of
$140,000 previously estimated; to the Committee on Public
Buildings and Grounds.

470. A communication from the President of the United
States, transmitting a supplemental estimate of appropria-

tion for: the office: of the Superintendent, State; War, and:

Navy Department Buildings, for the fiscal year ending June
30, 1924, and to- remain available until’ June 30, 1925, for
rebuilding elevators, $25,000' (H. Doe. No. 272); to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations and ordered to be- printed.

471, A communication from the President of the Uhited
States, transmitting a supplemental estimate of" appropria-
tion' pertaining to the: legiklative establishment of the United:
States for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1924, for “cen-
tingent expenses, United' States Senate: Miscellaneous items;
exclusive of labor; $50,000°" (H. Dee. No: 273) ; to the Commit=
tee on Appropriations and ordered to be printed.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of Rule XIIT,

Mr. McKENZIE: Committee on Military Affairs. H. R.
9124. A hill authorizing the sale of real property no longer re-
quired for military purposes; without amendment (Rept. No.
710). Referred to the Committee of the Whole House on. the:
state of the Union.

Mr. WURZBACH: Committee on Military Affairs. H. R.
1539. A bill for the relief of Caleb Aber; without amendment
(Rept. No. Ti11). Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House,.

Mr, BLACK of New York: Committee on Claims. H. R.
2745. A bill for the relief of J. M. Farrell; without amend-
ment (Rept. No. 712). Referred to the Committee of the
Whole House,

Mr. BULWINELE: Committee on Claims, H. R. 3505, A
bill for the relief of Daniel F, Healy; with an amendment
](:I]g.ept. No. T13).. Referred to the Committee of the Whole

use. .

Mr. EDMONDS: Committee on Claims. H. R. 8343. A bill.
for the relief of Jim Hennessee; without amendment (Rept.
No. T14). Referred to the Committee of the Whole House.

Mr. KNUTSON: Committee on Pensions. H. R. 9178, A
bill granting pensions and inerease of pensions to certain
soldiers and sailors of the Regular Army and Navy, and
certain soldiers and sailors of wars other than the Civil War,
and to widows. of such soldiers and sailors; without amend-
ment (Rept. No. 715). Referred to the Committee of the
Whole House,

CHANGE OF REFERENCE
Under clause 2 of Rule XXII, the Committee on Pensions
was discharged from the consideration of the bill (H. I
9131) for the relief of Martha Janowitz, and the same was
referred to the Committee on War Claims.

PUBLIC BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, AND MEMORIALS

Winder clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials
were introduced and severally referred as follows:

By Mr. SPRROUL of Kansas: A bill (H. R, 9173) providing
for the furnishing of ears to shippers, receiving freight for
shipment and the prompt transpertation of same, the making
and publishing of rules for the transporting of freight, and pre-
seribing penalties for a violation thereof, and for other pur-
poses, in interstate commerce; to the Committee on: Interstate
and Foreign. Commerce; |

By Mr. WINGO: A bill (H. R. 9174) to establish the Mena
National Park in the State of Arkansas; to the Committee on
the Public Lands.

By Mr. LINEBERGER: A bill (H R. 9175) to: protect the:
coastal navigable waters of the United States from obstrue-
tion and injury by prohibiting the discharge therein of oil:
from vessels, and for other- purposes; to the Committee on
Rivers and' Harbors;

By Mr. GASQUE: A bill (H: R. 9176) granting the consent
of Congress- to: the counties of Marion and Florence, in the
State of South Carolina, to construct a bridge across the Pees
dee River at or near Allisong Ferry, 8. €.; to the Committee
on Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

By Mr. SUMMERS of Washington: A bill (H. R. 9177)]
granting the consent of Congress to the counties of Kittitas and
Grant, in the State of Washington, to construct a bridge
across the: Columbia River at or near Vantage Ferry, Wash. ;'

'to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce:

By Mr. KNUTSON® A bill (H. R. 9178) granting pensions
and' increase of pensions to certain soldiers and sailors of the

'Regular Army and Navy, and certain soldiers and’ sailors of

wars other than the Civil War, and to widows of such soldiers:
and sailors; committed to the Committee of the Whole Honse,
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By Mr, DYER: A bill (H. R. 9179) to punigh the unlawful
transmission in interstate commerce or through the mails of
gambling machines; fraudulent devices, pistols, and revolvers,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on the Judiciary,

By Mr, SIMMONS: A bill (H. R. 9180) to amend subsections
(1), (2), and (3) of section" 802 of the war risk insurance act,
as amended ; to the Committee on World War Veterans' Legis-
lation.

By Mr. BROWNE of Wisconsin: A hill (H. R. 9181) to amend
an act entitled “An act to provide revenue to regulate commerce
with foreign eountries, to encourage the industries of the United
States, and for other purposes,” approved September 21, 1922;
to the Committee on Ways and Means,

By Mr. MILLIGAN: A bill (H. R. 9182) to amend the act
entitled “An act to regulate commerce,” approved February 4,
1887, as amended June 29, 1006, April 18, 1908, June 18, 1910,
Febroary 17, 1817, March 2, 1917, May 29, 1917, August 10,
1917, and February 28, 1920; to the Committee on Interstate
and Foreign Commerce.

By Mr. BLAND (by request): Joint resolution (H. J. Res.
262) to authorize the United States Shipping Board to adjust
the claim of the Near East Relief; to the Committee on the
Merchant Marine and Fisheries.

By Mr. BEEDY : Joint resolution (H. J, Res. 263) establish-
ing a commission for the participation of the United States in
an appropriate commemoration of the Lafayette Centenary, au-
thorizing an appropriation to be utilized in connection with such
observance, and for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Library.

By Mr. BERGER: Concurrent resolution (H. Con, Res. 22)
calling upon the President of the United States to invite the
répresentatives of nations which are signatories to the treaty of
Versailles fo attend an international conference to revise the
terms of the treaty; to thg Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. CONNERY : Memorial of the Legislature of the State
of Massachusetts petitioning Congress to enact legislation to
prevent the manufacture of shoes in factories owned by the
Federal Government; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BURDICK. Memorial of the Legislature of the State
of Rhode Island indorsing the passage by Congress of House
bill 1, relating to the erime of lynching: to the Committee on
the Judiclary.

PRIVATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills and resolutions
were introduced and severally referred as follows:

By Mr. ARNOLD: A bill (H. R. 9183) granting an increase
of pension to Harrlet B, Tally; to the Committee on Invalid
Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 9184) granting a pension to Mary A. Pat-
ton; to the Committee on Invalid Pensionk.

Ly Mr. CONNERY : A bill (H. R.9185) donating a eaptured
German cannon or field gun and carriage to the Overseas Post,
No. 240, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Lynn, Mass., for decora-
tive and patriotic purposes; to the Committee on Military
Affairs,

By Mr, KEARNS: A bill (H. R. 9186) granting a pension to
Mary A. Taylor; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. KETCHAM: A bill (H. R.9187) granting a pension
to John U. Coker; to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. LANHAM: A bill (H. R.9188) granting a pension to
Josie Hicks; to the Committee on Invalid Penslons.

By Mr. SANDERS of Indiana: A bill (H. R.9189) granting
a pension fto Catherine W. Crockett; to the Committee on
Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. TILLMAN: A bill (H. R. 9180) granting an increase
of pension to Charles W, Colemon; to the Committee on Pen-
slons.

Also, a bill (H.R.9191) granting a pension to Artie Noles:
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

PETITIONS, ETC.

* Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, petitions and papers were laid
on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows:

2725. By the SPEAKER (by request): Petition of Board of
Estimates and Apportionment, City of New York, opposing pro-
posal now pending in the United States Senafe fo place a 10
per cent tax on sale of radio sets and parts; to the Committee
on \Ways and Means.

2726. By Mr, CONNERY : Petition of Sons of American Revo-
lution, indorsing restoration and repairing of the frigate Con-
stitution; to the Committee on Military Affairs, .

2727. By Mr. GALLIVAN: Petition of Family Welfare So-

clety, of Boston, Mass., recommending early and favorable con-’

glderation of House bill 487, known as the Fitzgerald accident
compensation bill; to the Committee on the Distriet of Co-
lumbia,

2728, Also, petition of American War Veterans' Assoclation
of City of Boston and County of Suffolk Employees, Boston,
Mass.; also petition Vicinity Council No. 1, Department of
Massachusetts, United Spanish War Veterans, Chelsea, Mass.,
urging passage of Bursum bill over President’s veto: to the
Committee on Pensions,

2729. Also, petition of Old Colony Lodge, No. 143, Brother-
hood of Railroad and Steamship Clerks, Boston, Mass., recom-
mending early passage of the Howell-Barkley hill: to the Coni-
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce,

2730. By Mr. LINEBERGER : Petition of Charlotie M. Knox
and others, in favor of the eighteenth amendment and Vol-
stead Act; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

2731. Also, petition of Mrs, Gertrude E. Fuller and others, in
support of equal rights amendment; to the Committee n the
Judiciary.

2732, Also, petition of Thurborn E. Towle and others, favor-
ing the passage of House bill 3683 ; to the Commiitee on World
War Veterans' Legislation.

2733. By Mr, NEWTON of Minnesota: Petition of Minne-
apolis Chapter, No. 1, Disabled American Veterans of the
World War, in opposition to the ruling of the United States
Veterans' Bureau that requires two years' premedical schooling
for entrance into the study of chiropractic, and urging the
repeal of this rule; to the Committee on World War Veterans'
Legislation.

2734. Also, petition of the Saturday Lunch Club of Minne-
apolis, that the United States shall not engage In or prepire
for offensive warfare and that our Government call upon all
nations to make similar declaration; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

2735. By Mr. RAKER: Petition of Clerks' Association, Oper-
ating Department, Pennsylvania Railroad system, Elmirn,
N. Y., opposing further measures of regulatory legislation: to
the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce,

2786. Also, petition of Fresno Federal Business Association,
Fresno, Callf,, resolution urging Federal Government to put
into use confiscated boats and automobiles; to the Committee
on Appropriations.

2737. Also, petition of Fred Detmers, Los Angeles, Calif., in
re tax on articles of jewelry, including spectacles and eye
glasses, in excess of $25 In value; to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

2738. Also, petition of Second Church of Christ, Scientist.
New Orleans, La., resolution ealling for a constitutional amend-
ment for world peace; to the Committee on Foreign AMairs,

2739. Also, petition of United Veterans' Council, San Frin-
cigeo, Calif., urging passage of Bursum bill: to the Committee
on Invalid Pensions.

2740. Also, petition of Hollenbeck Ebell Club, Los Angeles,
Calif, in re Senate hill 2313, relative to the Five Civilizeil
Tﬁi_hes of Indians in Oklahoma; to the Committee on Indian
Affairs,

2741. Also, petition of Harry Arrivee, State Soldiers’ Home,
Ohio, urging the appointment of a liquor commission to control
the manufacture, sale, and consumption of all intoxicants; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

2742, Also, petition of David €. Mills, National Association
of the Fur Industry, New York City, in re House hills 5949 and
745 ; to the Committee on Agriculture.

SENATE
Turspay, May 13, 192}

The Chaplain, Rev. J. J. Muir, D. D, offered the following
prayer:

Our Father, we thank Thee for the sunlight of the morning.
Grant that our hearts may be filled with the sunlight of Thy
presence, and that we may realize how good it Is to live, our
whole being throbbing with the purpose of living rightly, of
fulfilling the tasks given unfo us, and so engaging our occo-
pations with the high purposes of Thy will that we may be to
others an example of righteous endeavor to do that which
shall be for the best of our loved land and all who are near
and dear to us. We ask in Jesus Christ's name. Amen,

The reading clerk proceeded to read the Journal of yester-
day's proceedings when, on request of Mr. Currrrs and by
unanimous consent, the further reading was dispensed with,
and the Journal was approved.
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